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Presentations are available on 

www.queenlake.com/wise/ip-course
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http://www.queenlake.com/wise/ip-course


In the news

Descendants Of Women Who Appeared As Aunt Jemima Suing For $2B, Share Of 
Brand’s Revenue
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http://consumerist.com/2014/10/07/descendants-of-women-who-appeared-as-aunt-jemima-suing-for-2b-share-of-brands-revenue/


Japanese Company to Pay Ex-Employee $8.1 

Million for Invention

Nobel winner Shuji Nakamura initially got less than $200 for his creation.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2005/01/12/business/worldbusiness/12light.html?_r=2&
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/01/12/business/worldbusiness/12light.html?_r=2&
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/01/12/business/worldbusiness/12light.html?_r=2&


Apple will face $350M trial over iPod DRM
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http://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2014/10/apple-will-face-350m-trial-over-ipod-drm/
http://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2014/10/apple-will-face-350m-trial-over-ipod-drm/


Patent dispute may slow Ebola treatment

Could Ebola vaccine delay be due to an intellectual property spat?
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/could-ebola-vaccine-delay-be-due-to-an-intellectual-property-spat-1.2786214


No payday for Superman heirs

Supreme Court won’t hear Superman heirs’ copyright case
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http://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2014/10/supreme-court-wont-hear-copyright-case-brought-by-superman-heirs/


Superman copyright history
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 Intellectual property overview

 Copyright

 Trademark

 Patent
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A 5-minute history of free and/or open source 

software
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 An operating system developed at AT&T Labs in 1969

 Runs on just about every computing platform

 UNIX® is a registered trademark of The Open Group. 
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 Richard Stallman
◦ GNU – GNU’s not UNIX

◦ 1977 – Developed GNU Emacs

◦ 1983 – Developed GNU Operating System

◦ 1985 – Established Free Software Foundation

 Linus Torvalds 
◦ 1991 – first release of the Linux kernel

◦ 1992 – released under Gnu Public License
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http://www.gnu.org/software/emacs/emacs.html
http://www.gnu.org/gnu/thegnuproject.html
http://www.fsf.org/
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“Free software” is a matter of liberty, not price. 

To understand the concept, you should think of 

“free” as in “free speech,” not as in “free beer.” 

RMS – The Free Software Definition

http://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html


 Copyleft
◦ Software developed under this principle can only 

be redistributed under the same terms.

◦ Free must stay free.

 GPL

 Creative Commons
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The legal meaning of the GNU copyleft is less important 

than the spirit, which is that Emacs is a free software 

project and that work pertaining to Emacs should also 

be free software. “Free” means that all users have the 

freedom to study, share, change and improve Emacs. 

To make sure everyone has this freedom, pass along 

source code when you distribute any version of Emacs 

or a related program, and give the recipients the same 

freedom that you enjoyed. 

What is the real legal meaning of the GNU copyleft?

http://www.gnu.org/software/emacs/emacs-faq.html#Real-meaning-of-copyleft


 Web servers

 Google

 Facebook
Inside the Open Compute Project Server

 Android 

 Using proprietary vs. open source products
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http://www.facebook.com/notes/facebook-engineering/inside-the-open-compute-project-server/10150144796738920


 How can Google make a gazillion dollars 

giving stuff away?

 Even when it pays Microsoft for patents on its 

Android mobile software
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http://www.theregister.co.uk/2014/10/07/how_much_is_that_microsoft_android_tax_again/


 Quality

 Support

 Branding

 Mixing proprietary and open source products
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A patent is RAND- or FRAND-encumbered where a 
patent holder has voluntarily agreed to license the 
patent on reasonable and non-discriminatory 
(RAND) terms or fair, reasonable, and non-
discriminatory (FRAND) terms while participating in 
standards-setting activities at a standards-developing 
organization (SDO). 

US Department of Justice
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http://www.uspto.gov/about/offices/ogc/Final_DOJ-PTO_Policy_Statement_on_FRAND_SEPs_1-8-13.pdf
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http://goo.gl/UgvIx2
http://goo.gl/UgvIx2


 Sound to recordings

 Stage to screen to video

 Books and newspapers to the web

 Intellectual property everywhere

 Summary
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 If someone appropriates your real or personal 

property, you can no longer use it.
◦ It can’t be reproduced.

◦ You can be made whole by return or restitution.

 If someone appropriates your intellectual 

property, you still have it. 
◦ A digital copy is identical to the original.

◦ Its value has been diminished by an unknown 

amount. 
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Whose song is it?

BBC – The Greatest Hits of the World
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p008k2vt


Stage to screen to video

Copyright registered to William K. L. Dickson for sample kinetoscope records on October , 
1893.
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http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/edhtml/edtime.html
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SONY CORPORATION OF AMERICA ET AL. v. 

UNIVERSAL CITY STUDIOS, INC., ET AL.
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http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=5876335373788447272&q=Sony+Corp.+of+America+v.+Universal+City+Studios,+Inc&hl=en&as_sdt=40000006&as_vis=1
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=5876335373788447272&q=Sony+Corp.+of+America+v.+Universal+City+Studios,+Inc&hl=en&as_sdt=40000006&as_vis=1
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=5876335373788447272&q=Sony+Corp.+of+America+v.+Universal+City+Studios,+Inc&hl=en&as_sdt=40000006&as_vis=1


The Turtles, copyright, and royalties

Royalties on pre-1972 recordings

Intellectual Property for the Rest of Us 28

https://gigaom.com/2014/10/05/copyright-land-grab-by-the-turtles-threatens-digital-music-will-not-help-young-musicians/
https://gigaom.com/2014/10/05/copyright-land-grab-by-the-turtles-threatens-digital-music-will-not-help-young-musicians/


Digital Millennium Copyright Act
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http://www.copyright.gov/reports/studies/dmca/dmca_executive.html
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/keurig-coffee-sued-for-600m-by-ontario-based-club-coffee-1.2783633
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/keurig-coffee-sued-for-600m-by-ontario-based-club-coffee-1.2783633
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/keurig-coffee-sued-for-600m-by-ontario-based-club-coffee-1.2783633


 Copyright
◦ The © is important, but not sufficient
◦ Fair use

 What is the content?
 How much are you using?
 For what purpose?
 What is the effect on the value of the copyrighted item?

 Trademark
◦ ™ vs. ®

◦ Likelihood of confusion
◦ Use it or lose it

 Patent
◦ Novel, useful, non-obvious
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