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Class Theme

3/17 Introduction

3/31 London calling

4/7 Local radio with Tom Ingrassia

4/14 Video killed the radio star

4/21 What’s next?

• Readings and presentations are available at 

queenlake.com/wise/wise-2016/radio-d12. 

• Course slides will be available within 15 

minutes of the start of class.
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Peter Wolf, former WBCN DJ and former lead singer of the J. 
Geils Band, visits Boston Public Radio
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ATSC 3.0 Rollout for ultra-high definition, mutli-channel 
broadcasting
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The Library of Congress and WGBH in Boston are preserving 
60 years of public radio and television broadcasting
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Nearly a third of young adults don’t have a radio at home.
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Half of all AM/FM radio listening in the United States takes 
place in the car.
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Share of Ear: 18-24s Cross the Threshold
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First European country to switch to all-digital. Planning has 
started in France and Italy. Sweden decides against change. 
UK not sure.
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• Streaming music

• Streaming radio stations

• Podcasts

• Digital radio

• What else?
• Sliding scale of familiar and new 

• If you like x, you might like y. 

• “If you like Beethoven, you might like Mahler. 

• If you like Billie Holiday, you might like Amy 

Winehouse.”
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What do you miss about radio?

Or the way you remember it?
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What do you like about contemporary 

radio?

Or wish you understood better?
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• It’s much of what we’ve always wanted

• Personal
• A DJ or performer who knows what I like

• An effort toward two-way communications

• Mobile
• We’ve wanted our entertainment with us

• Social
• What want to share what we learn and feel
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• First era: One source to many listeners 

(Broadcasting)

• Many to one: Many sources that you 

choose (YouCasting)

• Many to many: Your social channels share 

what they find interesting (Crowdcasting)
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• Radio is a part of the media ecosystem that 

includes 
• Television

• Newspapers

• Print

• Social media
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Lessons from 9/11 and 2008 ice storm
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• Freemium
• Limited service or ad-supported for free

• Paid upgrades

• Example: Pandora, Google Play

• Paid services
• You pay for access to the service

• Examples: Satellite radio, Apple Music

• Tied to other services
• You buy something and get the service.
• Example: Amazon Prime and Music

• All ad-supported

• How do we preserver equity of services?
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