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Class Theme

10/27 Introduction 

11/3 Literacy in the 21st century

11/10 Guest speaker – Tracy O’Connell Novick

11/17
Historical Preservation or “My Great 

American Novel is on a 5 ¼" floppy."

12/1 What’s ahead?

Readings and presentations are available at 

http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-fall-2017/digital-

literacy/ . 
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[1] I Tell ‘Em What I Am Going To Tell ‘Em. [2] I Tell ‘Em. [3] I 

Tell ‘Em What I’ve Told ‘Em

Quote Investigator
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Satire/Parody

Fear/Propaganda

Espionage
LOLs and 

money Errors in fact/judgement

You can’t 

handle the truth

Dead cat
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Wisdom, and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused generally 

among the body of the people, being necessary for the 
preservation of their rights and liberties; …

it shall be the duty of legislatures and magistrates, in all future 
periods of this commonwealth, to cherish the interests of 

literature and the sciences, and all seminaries of them; … to 
countenance and inculcate the principles of humanity and 

general benevolence, public and private charity, industry and 
frugality, honesty and punctuality in their dealings; sincerity, 

good humor, and all social affections, and generous 
sentiments among the people. 

Art. 5, § 2, of the Massachusetts Constitution
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If you started school in the 30s, 40s, or 50s, education was recognizable for the next few decades.

And then came computers. 
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• The ability to use a computer, tablet, or smartphone to 

accomplish certain basic tasks:
• Education, including, but not limited to, online instruction, research, 

writing, and examinations

• Completing online tasks required by employers, government, banks, or 
other institutions

• Social interactions, including, but not limited to, use of services such as 
email and social networks, to communicate with friends and colleagues

• Have fun, including, but limited to watching videos, listening to music or 

podcasts, and playing games
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 What’s getting in your way? 

(What, in your daily life, are you 

unable to do because you 

don’t know how to use a 

computer, smartphone, or 

tablet comfortably?)

 What do you think that the 

young people in your life need 

to know?

 What do you think that society 

at large needs to know?

 Send your answers as a text 

message to 508 829-5825
 Or, email to 

kh@queenlake.com
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National Assessment of Adult Literacy - https://nces.ed.gov/naal/fr_skills.asp
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The Common Sense Census: Media Use By Kids Age Zero To Eight
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• Sixty years ago, early studies of children and their television 

watching habits showed similar results. (Scott, Lloyd F. 
“Relationships between Elementary School Children and 

Television.” The Journal of Educational Research, vol. 52, no. 4, 
1958, pp. 134–137. JSTOR, JSTOR, ww.jstor.org/stable/27530184.)
• Academic and IQ test scores were lower, at a statistically-significant 

level, for children who watched more television. 

• Academic and IQ test scores also correlated to income and occupation 

(low skill, low status). 
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The accumulated evidence, however, does not warrant 

the conclusion that televised violence has a uniformly 
adverse effect nor the conclusion that it has an adverse 

effect on the majority of children. 

Report to the Surgeon General, 1971
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21st century literacy

Reading Writing Numeracy

Multimedia

•Images

•Video

•Audio

•Augmented 
reality

•Virtual reality
Social Mobility Ubiquity
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