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Digital Literacy

Class Theme

10/27
Introduction 

Literacy in the 21st century

11/3 Critical reading in the digital age

11/10 Guest speaker – Tracy O’Connell Novick

11/17
Historical Preservation or “My Great 

American Novel is on a 5 ¼" floppy."

12/1 What’s ahead?
Readings and presentations are available at 

http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-fall-2017/digital-

literacy/ . 
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Bring your laptops, tablets, smartphones, and questions. 
Most importantly, bring your passwords for email, app store, and specific 
apps.

Digital Literacy
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Digital Literacy
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Noise-cancelling electronic ramen fork

Digital Literacy
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https://thenextweb.com/gadgets/2017/10/24/this-130-noise-canceling-ramen-fork-is-the-dumbest-gadget-of-2017/


Digital Literacy
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http://heart.bmj.com/content/101/16/1279
http://heart.bmj.com/content/101/16/1279
http://heart.bmj.com/content/101/16/1279
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/06/19/415527652/chocolate-chocolate-its-good-for-your-heart-study-finds


Dark chocolate with olive oil associated with improved 

cardiovascular risk profile

Digital Literacy
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https://www.escardio.org/static_file/Escardio/Press/Press releases/2017/Slides/Di Stefano ESC Congress 2017.pdf
https://www.escardio.org/static_file/Escardio/Press/Press releases/2017/Slides/Di Stefano ESC Congress 2017.pdf
https://www.escardio.org/The-ESC/Press-Office/Press-releases/Dark-chocolate-with-olive-oil-associated-with-improved-cardiovascular-risk-profile


Digital Literacy

The word of the year is two words.
Collins English Dictionary
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http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-41838386
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-41838386
https://collins.co.uk/product/9780007522743/Collins+English+Dictionary+Complete+and+Unabridged+edition:+Over+700,000+words+and+phrases+[12th+edition]


Digital Literacy

A Twitter tech support employee deleted the account on the last 
day of work.
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Digital Literacy
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/01/us/politics/russia-2016-election-facebook.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/01/us/politics/russia-2016-election-facebook.html


 What’s for supper?

 What is iOS?

 Sending text messages
◦ My home number is my cell phone –

508 829 5825

 How do I tell if a Facebook story 
is fake or not?

 How do I block emails and 
Facebook messages?

 How to use Skype

 How can I tell if an app is safe 
to download?

 What’s the best place to learn 
about new social media 
options?

 Twitter, Facebook, and the like

 How to watch movies on 
Amazon Prime

 How to keep a connection to 

the “cloud”

 How to edit digital movies

 How to change passwords on 

an iPhone

 Purchasing a smartphone

 Learning confidence

 Learning ways of keeping in 

touch with the grandkids

Digital Literacy
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Digital Literacy

• How to keep their data safe

• Young people need to talk 
and write more

• Detecting fake news
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Digital Literacy

• How to listen to opinions other than just 

their own

• How to reduce the stress of information 

overload

• Detecting fake news

• The importance of face-to-face 
interactions
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Digital Literacy - Class 1

Misinformation is not like a plumbing problem you fix. It is a 

social condition, like crime, that you must constantly 
monitor and adjust to.

Pew Research Center – October 19, 2017
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http://www.pewinternet.org/2017/10/19/the-future-of-truth-and-misinformation-online/
http://www.pewinternet.org/2017/10/19/the-future-of-truth-and-misinformation-online/


Snopes.com

Digital Literacy
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http://snopes.com/


Learning and Technology - Class 2 16
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Learning and Technology - Class 2 17

The best password is the longest one that 

you can remember and stand to type.
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Learning and Technology - Class 2 18

Prefix Punctuation Unique number Suffix

First 2 chars of site . - , & 

<space>
At least four digits Last char 

of site

At least one 

capital letter

Some sites 

restrict the 

punctuation

Don’t use your birth 

year or this year

Site First two chars Punctuation 4-digit 

number

Last 

letter

Result

Amazon Am - 2120 n Am-2120n

eBay eB & 1066 Y eB&1066y

New York 

Times

Ne <space> 5150 s Ne 5150s

Examples
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Password for Apple Store Password for local system 

changes

Learning and Technology - Class 2 19

Also used for iPad and iPhone 

apps.
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 Do not use the same username/password or email/password 

combination on multiple sites

 Do not use any of these:
◦ password, 123456, 12345678, qwerty, abc123, monkey, 1234567, 

letmein, trustno1, dragon

◦ Or any of the Worst passwords of 2014

Learning and Technology - Class 2 20
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http://www.cnet.com/news/worst-passwords-of-2014-are-just-as-awful-as-you-can-imagine/


Digital Literacy

• Merriam-Webster – https://www.merriam-webster.com/

• Urban Dictionary – https://www.urbandictionary.com/

• Wikipedia – https://www.wikipedia.org/
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.urbandictionary.com/
https://www.wikipedia.org/


Digital Literacy
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Digital Literacy

• The tech world adds words incessantly 

• Some are important
• Blockchain –A digital ledger, distributed across thousands of computers, that 

provides a secure way of making and recording transactions, agreements 

and contracts.

• Cyber security  - plans and practices for protecting personal and 

organizational information and resources against a variety of threats.

• Some are very important
o AR – Augmented reality, placing computer-generated sounds and images in a 

live setting

o VR – Virtual reality, placing you in a computer-generated settings where you 

can interact with objects as though you were there.

o AI – Artificial intelligence. 

o ML – Machine learning. Related to AI, letting computers do their own 
investigation and pattern matching. (Rather than using the dictionary 

definition of a cat, show pictures of a cats to the computer and let it learn.)

• Most are noise.
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Digital Literacy

• Internet Scout – weekly newsletter with links to articles about 

education, arts and sciences, and general interests.

• Feedly – headlines and/or previews of articles on your favorite 

websites

• Pocket – save articles for later reading

• Book-type things (app and web)
• Kindle – Paperwhite, web app, and mobile app

• Audible – audio books

• Overdrive – borrow electronic and audio books from your library

• Newspapers and magazines
• Worcester Telegram

• Boston Globe

• New York Times

• New Yorker
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https://scout.wisc.edu/
https://feedly.com/
https://getpocket.com/
https://read.amazon.com/
http://www.audible.com/
https://www.overdrive.com/
http://telegram.com/
http://bostonglobe.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/
http://newyorker.com/


Much of the web has become unreadable 

Digital Literacy
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Digital Literacy - Class 1
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https://www.amazon.com/Letter-Writing-Anthony-Wilson-Thorold/dp/1164835599
https://www.amazon.com/Letter-Writing-Anthony-Wilson-Thorold/dp/1164835599


Digital Literacy - Class 1
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Digital Literacy - Class 1

It becomes apparent that students are not just writing in 

ways outside of school that go beyond what they are 
often asked to do in school, but that they experience 

particular rewards in doing so. Like their counterparts 
writing for performance, writers in digital spaces benefit 

from involvement in writing communities.

Catherine Oresnik, Masters Thesis
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https://mspace.lib.umanitoba.ca/bitstream/handle/1993/32030/Oresnik_Catherine.pdf?sequence=1
https://mspace.lib.umanitoba.ca/bitstream/handle/1993/32030/Oresnik_Catherine.pdf?sequence=1


Digital Literacy
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