
Digital Literacy – Class 4 



Class Theme

10/27
Introduction 
Literacy in the 21st century

11/3 Critical reading in the digital age

11/10 Guest speaker – Tracy O’Connell Novick

11/17 Historical Preservation or “My Great 
American Novel is on a 5 ¼" floppy."

12/1 What’s ahead?
Readings and presentations are available at 
http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-fall-2017/digital-
literacy/ . 
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http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-fall-2017/digital-literacy/


Bring your laptops, tablets, smartphones, and questions. 
Most importantly, bring your passwords for email, app store, and specific 
apps.
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People buy drill bits so that they can have company
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I just want to 
get it done

I want to 
know how 

to do it 
again

How 
does it 
work?

They’re 
asking me 
for help
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Brookings Institution: Digitalization and the American workforce
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https://www.brookings.edu/research/digitalization-and-the-american-workforce/


MIT Technology Review: New Technologies Are Coming to Trucking, 
and Truckers Are Nowhere Near Ready
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https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/609488/new-technologies-are-coming-to-trucking-and-truckers-are-nowhere-near-ready/
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https://howmuch.net/articles/100-years-of-americas-top-10-companies
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Did you ask your surgeon about the type of education?

Source: Boston Globe, October 10, 2017
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https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/10/09/more-than-people-simulate-brain-surgery-same-time/40xcrU8BmfXiVQOa49wH7M/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/10/09/more-than-people-simulate-brain-surgery-same-time/40xcrU8BmfXiVQOa49wH7M/story.html
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How did the news go ‘fake’? When the media went social
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/nov/10/fake-news-social-media-current-affairs-approval


Keynotes:
Yvonne Spicer – First mayor of Framingham and Vice President for Advocacy and Educational 
Partnerships, Museum of Science
John C. Warner – Green Chemist, President, Chief Technology Officer, Board of Directors
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http://mass-stem-summit.org/
http://mass-stem-summit.org/


• Guiding Principle 1: Learning
• Digital Literacy and Computer Science ideas should be explored in ways 

that stimulate curiosity, create enjoyment, and develop depth of 
understanding.

• Guiding Principle 2: Teaching 
• An effective program is based on a carefully designed set of content 

standards that are clear and specific, focused, and articulated over 
time as a coherent sequence. 

• Guiding Principle 3: Equity
• All students should have a high quality digital literacy and computer 

science program that prepares them for college and a career.
• Guiding Principle 4: Literacy Across the Content Areas

• An effective digital literacy and computer science program builds upon 
and develops students’ literacy skills and knowledge.
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http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/dlcs.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/dlcs.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/dlcs.pdf


Content (commenting directly on sources) Process (commenting on your research steps, struggles, 
goals)

Describe the source. What led you to this source(s)?
How did you get started?

Why does this source matter? What questions does the source raise for you about your 
research process?

What questions does the source raise for you about the 
subject matter?

Where does this source lead you next?

How does the source contribute to other knowledge or 
connect to other information?

How is the environment of your research impacting your 
work? How are you using digital tools to promote your 
development as a researcher?

What voices or perspectives does the source include? 
exclude?

Take stock of your progress to date. How does it look to you, 
from a bird’s eye view?

Jennifer Jarson and Lora Taub-Pervizpour, Muhlenberg College
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https://jitp.commons.gc.cuny.edu/practicing-digital-literacy-in-the-liberal-arts-a-qualitative-analysis-of-students-online-research-journals/
https://jitp.commons.gc.cuny.edu/practicing-digital-literacy-in-the-liberal-arts-a-qualitative-analysis-of-students-online-research-journals/
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https://brandonwhawk.net/2015/04/20/ocr-and-medieval-manuscripts-establishing-a-baseline/
https://brandonwhawk.net/2015/04/20/ocr-and-medieval-manuscripts-establishing-a-baseline/


• I'm a firefighter. I'm also a novelist. Had an interesting call last night. Prompted some big (for me, anyway) thoughts. 
No person or animal was injured; we saved the building and most of the contents. (There was water & smoke 
damage.) Still, it was tragic.

• The call came in around 9 PM. I was home. Earlier that evening I had worked out at the firehouse, then attended a 
lecture on Checkov. 

• "Structure fire at [address]. Detached home office; flame visible." I got there just after the ladder truck, where my gear 
is stowed.

• As I geared up some other firefighters were connecting a supply line to a hydrant; others were already attacking the 
fire. I grabbed an air pack but Chief hollered to me, "Forget the pack. Give me some lights. Light up this scene!" So I 
began to do that.

• The building on fire was downhill from the main house, across a lawn, 100 feet from the road. I dragged a power cord 
& light there, etc. 

• The fire was soon knocked down & the long process of "salvage & overhaul" began. A man and a woman watched 
from a porch on the house. 

• The man was the novelist ---- ----. Lost in the fire was the only manuscript of a novel he had been working on for 3 
years. Gone. Ashes. I had met him & his wife before, sat next tot them at a dinner party. There's lots more to the story 
but that's enough for now.

• I wasn't going to make this public, Chief might not be happy with me, but a lost ---- ---- novel is a big story, & he was 
a journalist. 

• I asked myself, If our positions were reversed, if he was the firefighter & I the famous writer, would Ward Just have 
tweeted this out?  I believe he would have. Further, this is just the kind of scenario that might appear in one of his 
novels. It's nearly Checkovian.

• I offered condolences, helped disconnect hoses, etc, went back to station, helped but truck back in order, re-
packed my gear.

• ---- ---- writes his novels on a manual typewriter. That also was ruined in the fire.
• It was about 1:30 AM when I went to bed. Today I'm going to find a few hours to work on my latest novel. I'll back up 

my work.
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• At least three copies of your 
data: 
the original and at least two 
backups.

• Keep the backed-up data 
on two different storage 
types. For example, your 
hard drive and an external 
USB drive.

• Keep at least one copy of 
the data offsite.

• One more thing: make sure 
that the backups are 
automatic. 
If you have to remember to 
backup your files, you won’t. 
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If there was a good answer, we’d have found it already.
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