
50 Years Since 1968 – Class 5 



Class Theme

2/5 Waist deep in the big muddy Introduction
January – March

2/12 Tears of rage, tears of grief April – June

2/19 Marching, charging feet July – September

2/26 They've all come to look for America October –
December

3/5 You say you want a revolution What did we learn 
and not learn?

50 Years Since 1968

Readings and presentations are available at 
http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-spring-2018/marching/ . 

Karl Hakkarainen kh@queenlake.com 508 829 5825
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http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/391/367.html
http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/391/367.html
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld0A8kVT-UQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld0A8kVT-UQ


• Worldwide national struggles
• Vietnam
• The election

• Chicago riots
• Nixon’s victory and the end of liberal Republicanism
• Humphrey’s defeat and the end of the old Democratic coalition

• Culture and Counter-culture
• Race
• Political and social division
• Telling the story of ‘68
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/events/day_troubles_began
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/events/day_troubles_began
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCBjuFlUJ80


In east Asia, the only event more deadly than the Hong Kong Flu (1 
million dead) was the Cultural Revolution (1.5M to 2M dead).
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http://www.massline.org/PekingReview/PR1968/PR1968-43.pdf
http://www.sinobiological.com/1968-Influenza-Pandemic-Hong-Kong-Flu-a-5754.html
https://www.economist.com/news/china/21698701-china-still-denial-about-its-spiritual-holocaust-it-was-worst-times
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http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/search/results?Cas_Month=3&Cas_Day=5&Cas_Year=1968
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https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/how-1968-locked-america-s-divisions-in-cement-1090339395673?playlist=associated
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http://ultimateclassicrock.com/the-beatles-india-maharishi/
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Jack, Phyllis, and Abbie Hoffman
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjluqmO95qA


See The struggle for American identity: treatment of ethnic groups in 
United States history textbooks. by Stuart J. Foster
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/004676099284618


In most textbooks, the Tet Offensive led to the anti-war movement 
and marked the start of the end of the war.
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http://teachinghistory.org/history-content/beyond-the-textbook/24184


School textbooks constitute more than 16% of all printed 
materials sold in the United States

The struggle for American identity: treatment of ethnic 
groups in united states history textbooks by Stuart Foster

http://web.a.ebscohost.com.lib.assumption.edu/ehost/detail/detail?vid=1&sid=fd610410-a51d-462f-b830-6e033571fec3@sessionmgr4007&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#AN=3640378&db=aph
http://web.a.ebscohost.com.lib.assumption.edu/ehost/detail/detail?vid=1&sid=fd610410-a51d-462f-b830-6e033571fec3@sessionmgr4007&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#db=aph&AN=3640378


• Of eleven textbooks reviewed, all mentioned the “I Have A 
Dream” speech, only one goes beyond Gandhi regarding 
MLK’s ideology.

• None mention the struggle for gay rights until the Stonewall riots 
in 1969.

• While all point to the election of 1968 as a defeat for the 
Democrats and a conservative backlash, less than half try to 
reconcile this view with the sustained anti-war protests.

• None deal with George Wallace’s appeal to the white working 
men.

• Vietnam is generally treated as a singular episode, not in the 
context of the Cold War.
• See Gosse, Van. “Consensus and Contradiction in Textbook Treatments 

of the Sixties.” The Journal of American History, vol. 82, no. 2, 1995, pp. 
658–669. JSTOR, JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/2082198.
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/2082198


• In the late 60s and early 70s, Michigan reviewed the 
American history text books in use to evaluate treatment of 
minorities.

• Of twelve textbooks, seven reviews were totally 
unfavorable and only three favorable. 

• Minorities were treated as an afterthought. 
• No significant attempt to explain the roots of racism and 

prejudice.
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Few, if any, textbooks in American history present the history of race 
relations in this country in a thoroughly realistic way. The reader of the 
textbooks gets the impression that this phase of American 
development has been marked by progressive harmony and has led 
up to a current situation that appears to be only slightly troubled.

“A Second Report on The Treatment to Minorities in American history textbooks”



While evidently part of the same motive to set the record 
straight in the face of the conservative backlash, stress on 
individual voice and memory frequently set former fellow 
activists against each other as they sought explanations for 
the ultimate failure to achieve their stated goals.

Investigating the sixties at a sixties institution: teaching as historiography. – Robinson, Lucy and 
Warne, Chris, Historical Research. Feb2014, Vol. 87 Issue 235, p154-177. 24p.



• Critics argued that by placing homosexuals in the same 
chapter with ethnic and racial minorities, the book created the 
impression that homosexuals deserved minority status.

• A Quarter-Century of Attacks on Oregon Public School Library 
and Text Books – Thomas W. Pyle
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chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html


We found only 853 female names in the indexes of the 
eighteen books we analyzed as compared to the 10,958 
male names in the same indexes.

Women of the World, re-write! Women in American 
World History High School Textbooks from the 1960s, 
1980s, and 1990s Roger Clark, Kieran Ayton, Nicole 
Frechette and Pamela J. Keller Social Education. 69.1 
(January-February 2005):
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http://go.galegroup.com.lib.assumption.edu/ps/retrieve.do?tabID=T002&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=SingleTab&searchType=AdvancedSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docId=GALE|A128604237&docType=Article&sort=RELEVANCE&contentSegment=&prodId=PROF&contentSet=GALE|A128604237&searchId=R1&userGroupName=mlin_c_assumpt&inPS=true


• Students were no longer just receiving history; they were going 
to “do history,” using primary sources covering a wider array of 
viewpoints.

• Nevertheless, textbooks from the late 1960s through the 90s still 
included mostly narrative, with few, if any, sources.

• In the 90s, some textbooks started to include sources that not 
only reinforced, but in some cases contradicted the narrative.
• “New histories for a new state: a study of history textbook content in 

Northern Ireland” – Luke Terra
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220272.2013.797503


Former Senator Fred Harris (D-OK) and Darren Walker, president of the 
Ford Foundation discuss Healing Our Divided Society: Investing in 
America Fifty Years after the Kerner Report
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https://youtu.be/4l9uMGgI_7I
https://www.amazon.com/Healing-Our-Divided-Society-Investing/dp/1439916020
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Time magazine Men of the Year: The Apollo 8 Astronauts
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http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1946375_1947772_1947763,00.html
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