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Class Theme

3/22
Introduction
The Adverts 250 Project with Assumption 
students and Professor Carl Keyes

4/5 Becoming America

4/12 Immigration and Reconstruction with 
Professor Brendan O’Malley

4/19 The American century
4/26 Worcester is America

https://adverts250project.org/


What is an American? - Class 2 3

• Karl Hakkarainen
• kh@queenlake.com
• 508 829 5825
• Readings and presentations at 

http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-spring-
2018/what-is-an-american/

mailto:kh@queenlake.com
http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-spring-2018/what-is-an-american/
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Class Topics Primary Readings

1 Introduction Professor Carl Keyes and his Assumption students will discuss the Adverts 250 
Project.

2 Becoming 
America

• Letters from an American Farmer, Letter 3 - What is an American? 
Complete text in various forms or Letter 3 only by J. Hector St. John 
Crevecoeur

• Democracy in America, Volume 1, Chapter IV: The Principle Of The 
Sovereignty Of The People In America, Alexis de Tocqueville

• Second Inaugural Address, Abraham Lincoln

3 Where did my 
America go?

Immigration in America with Professor Brendan O’Malley

4 The American 
Century

• Frederick Jackson Turner. Chapter 3, “The Significance of The Frontier in 
American History”

• The Souls of Black Folks, W.E.B. DuBois (Chapter 2, “Of the Dawn of 
Freedom”)

5 Worcester is 
America

• It's Complicated -- the social lives of networked teens, danah boyd

We’ll add some additional readings for classes 3, 4, and 5.

https://adverts250project.org/
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/4666
http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/4666/pg4666-images.html#id00127
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/815/815-h/815-h.htm#link2HCH0008
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lincoln2.asp
http://xroads.virginia.edu/%7EHyper/TURNER/chapter1.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm#chap02
http://www.danah.org/itscomplicated/
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• Our thinking will engage multiple levels, 
often simultaneously
• Personal – “What does it mean for me to be an 

American?”
• Group – “What does it mean for me and others to 

be hyphenated-Americans?”
• Political – “What does it mean to be a citizen?”
• Historical – “What did Americans in the past think 

about being American?”
• No gotcha history (or as little as possible)
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https://www.brookings.edu/research/views-of-american-democracy-based-on-internet-search-data/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/views-of-american-democracy-based-on-internet-search-data/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/views-of-american-democracy-based-on-internet-search-data/
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https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2018/4/5/17202092/census-question-citizenship-immigration-trump-deportation-undercount-latino-hispanic
https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2018/4/5/17202092/census-question-citizenship-immigration-trump-deportation-undercount-latino-hispanic
https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2018/4/5/17202092/census-question-citizenship-immigration-trump-deportation-undercount-latino-hispanic
https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2018/4/5/17202092/census-question-citizenship-immigration-trump-deportation-undercount-latino-hispanic
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• The early Republic established the national 
framework
• Constitution and Bill of Rights
• Fear of and need for central government
• Expansionist view 
• Manifest Destiny and American exceptionalism

• Two civil wars
• Middle-age crisis

• Utopian communities
• Industrialization
• Keeping the frontier alive

• What did the Founders mean?
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• “Neither the Articles of Confederation nor the 
Constitution gave definition to national 
citizenship.” – “Citizenship and Nation-Building 
in American History and Beyond,” Wang Xi
• Free African Americans were tacitly enfranchised in 

a number of states, including North Carolina, 
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Vermont, but they remained voteless in 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Virginia.

• Women could vote in New Jersey.
• The 14th and 15th amendments establishes 

citizenship nationwide.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877042810011900
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• Most countries practice jus sanguinis, also known 
as citizenship by descent, or citizenship by “right of 
blood.” 
• Under this system, a child acquires the parent’s 

citizenship upon birth. 
• Countries practicing jus sanguinis will not automatically 

grant citizenship to a child born within their borders if 
that child is born to parents who are foreigners. The child 
maintains the parent’s foreign citizenship.

• The United States and a small number of countries 
practice jus soli, or citizenship by “right of soil.” 
• Under this system, a child automatically acquires the 

citizenship of the country in which the birth takes place.
• A third category, jus temporis, establishes 

citizenship based on time in residence for 
immigrants.
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• In McIlvaine v. Coxe’s Lessee, 8 U.S. 209 
(1808), the Supreme Court affirmed that 
New Jersey’s right to compel its inhabitants 
to become citizens. 

• The defendant, Coxe, lost his right to elect 
not to be a citizen because he continued 
to reside in New Jersey after the 
Declaration of Independence and Treaty 
of Paris were signed.

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/8/209/case.html
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• The "Loyalist problem" in the early republic -
Emily Iggulden, 

• Hamilton, under the pen name Phocion, 
urged that New Yorkers adopt a 
conciliatory and forgiving attitude toward 
the Loyalists. To punish the Loyalists, he 
argued, would be against the spirit of the 
Revolution and the articles of the Treaty of 
Paris.

chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html
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If we set out with justice, moderation, liberality, and a 
scrupulous regard to the constitution, the 
government will acquire a spirit and tone, productive 
of permanent blessings to the community. If on the 
contrary, the public councils are guided by humour, 
passion and prejudice; if from resentment to 
individuals, or a dread of partial inconveniences, the 
constitution is slighted or explained away, upon every 
frivolous pretext, the future spirit of government will 
be feeble, distracted and arbitrary. The rights of the 
subject will be the sport of every party vicissitude. 
There will be no settled rule of conduct, but every 
thing will fluctuate with the alternate prevalency of 
contending factions.

Alexander Hamilton, Second Letter from Phocion

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-03-02-0347
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• Initially, states set their own rules regarding 
naturalization of immigrants.
• Georgia had singled out Scottish immigrants for 

exclusion, but later adopted rules that required 
an oath, affirmation of character, and a twelve-
month waiting period.

• The Constitution stipulates a nine-year 
waiting period for the Senate and a seven-
year waiting period for the House.

• The Constitution empowers Congress to 
establish “a uniform rule of Naturalization”
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• “An act to establish an uniform rule of 
Naturalization; and to repeal the act 
heretofore passed on that subject” 
(January 29, 1795).
• Oath of allegiance to the United States
• Five years residence
• Good moral character
• Renounce foreign allegiances and titles 

http://www.indiana.edu/%7Ekdhist/H105-documents-web/week08/naturalization1790.html
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http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/letter_03.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/letter_03.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/letter_03.asp
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025887/1793-02-06/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1789&index=6&rows=20&words=citizenship&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1800&proxtext=citizenship&y=6&x=15&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025887/1793-02-06/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1789&index=6&rows=20&words=citizenship&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1800&proxtext=citizenship&y=6&x=15&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
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• Last of the signers of the Declaration, 
Charles Carroll, dies in 1831.

• How do you have a free market with limited 
government and yet protect yourselves 
against the rich and powerful?



French sociologist and political theorist Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) traveled to 
the United States in 1831 to study its prisons. His reports, collected in “Democracy in 
America” (1835), included broad reviews of American politics and culture. 
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The American revolution broke out, and the 
doctrine of the sovereignty of the people, 
which had been nurtured in the townships and 
municipalities, took possession of the State: 
every class was enlisted in its cause; battles 
were fought, and victories obtained for it, until it 
became the law of laws.

Alexis de Tocqueville 
Democracy in America

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/815/815-h/815-h.htm#link2H_CONC
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…there is something surprising in this strange 
unrest of so many happy men, restless in the 
midst of abundance.

de Tocqueville 



What is an American? - Class 2 24

Slavery is prejudicial to the commercial prosperity of 
the South in several different ways; by diminishing 
the spirit of enterprise amongst the whites, and by 
preventing them from meeting with as numerous a 
class of sailors as they require. 

Alexis de Tocqueville 
Democracy in America

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/815/815-h/815-h.htm#link2H_CONC
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In the South the master is not afraid to raise his 
slave to his own standing, because he knows 
that he can in a moment reduce him to the 
dust at pleasure. In the North the white no 
longer distinctly perceives the barrier which 
separates him from the degraded race, and he 
shuns the negro with the more pertinacity, since 
he fears lest they should some day be 
confounded together.

Alexis De Tocqueville
Democracy in America, Volume 1

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/815/815-h/815-h.htm


Andrew Jackson Henry David Thoreau

What is an American? - Class 2 26



What is an American? - Class 2 27

The States which had so long been retarded in 
their improvement by the Indian tribes residing 
in the midst of them are at length relieved from 
the evil …

Andrew Jackson, Farewell Address

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=67087
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[A]rtful and designing men will always be found 
who are ready to foment these fatal divisions 
and to inflame the natural jealousies of 
different sections of the country. 

Andrew Jackson
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The mischief springs from the power which the 
moneyed interest derives from a paper 
currency which they are able to control, from 
the multitude of corporations with exclusive 
privileges …; unless you become more watchful 
in your States and check this spirit of monopoly 
… you will in the end find … the control over 
your dearest interests has passed into the hands 
of these corporations.

Andrew Jackson
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Shaker communities

Oneida, New York
Fruitlands, Harvard MA

Ross House, Northampton
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All voting is a sort of gaming, like checkers or 
backgammon, with a slight moral tinge to it, a 
playing with right and wrong, with moral 
questions; and betting naturally accompanies 
it.

Henry David Thoreau
Civil Disobedience (1849)

http://xroads.virginia.edu/%7Ehyper2/thoreau/civil.html
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The American has dwindled into an Odd 
Fellow-one who may be known by the 
development of his organ of gregariousness, 
and a manifest lack of intellect and cheerful 
self-reliance; … who, in short, ventures to live 
only by the aid of the Mutual Insurance 
company, which has promised to bury him 
decently.

HDT, ibid



Many who have at last made the discovery that the negroes have some rights 
as well as other members of the human family, have yet to be convinced that 
women are entitled to any. – Frederick Douglass
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http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/abolitn/abwm03dt.html
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Slavery to continue …
African-American population in 1900 – 11.6%
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