
The future Americans are here

http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/09/americas-diverging-migration-patterns/405793/
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Class Theme

3/22
Introduction
The Adverts 250 Project with Assumption 
students and Professor Carl Keyes

4/5 Becoming American

4/12 Immigration in the 19th Century, with 
Professor Brendan O’Malley

4/19 Into The American century
4/26 Worcester is America
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https://adverts250project.org/
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We know what we should 
do

Our fellow citizens are idiots
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http://www.people-press.org/2018/04/26/the-public-the-political-system-and-american-democracy/
http://www.people-press.org/2018/04/26/the-public-the-political-system-and-american-democracy/
http://www.people-press.org/2018/04/26/the-public-the-political-system-and-american-democracy/
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https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/first-2020-census-count-same-sex-couples-n868506
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/first-2020-census-count-same-sex-couples-n868506
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• It’s personal
• It’s about justice and fairness
• Home is where we are and where our stuff is
• Freedom of speech and political action is 

important
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• Immigration
• Challenges to birthright citizenship
• More *-Americans
• African-Americans vs. African-Americans
• Asian-Americans vs. Asian-Americans

• Technology - Digital natives vs. Digital Visitors
• Were we mistaken to think that everyone 

could be above average?
• Race
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http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/the-two-asian-americas
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Crisis in Levittown PA
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https://youtu.be/lrJMez9vkrw
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https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2015/demo/p25-1143.pdf


This fall, for the first time, the overall number of Latino, African-
American, and Asian students in public K-12 classrooms is expected 
to surpass the number of non-Hispanic whites.

What is an American? - Class 5 12

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/08/20/01demographics.h34.html
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http://www.wrrb.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/worcester-by-the-numbers-public-and-charter-schools-2014.pdf
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For the first time since Europeans arrived in this 
country, white Americans are being told that 
they will soon be a minority race. The declining 
white share of the national population is 
unlikely to change white Americans’ status as 
the most economically well-off racial group, 
but symbolically, it threatens some whites’ 
sense of dominance over social and political 
priorities.

Diana C. Mutz, University of Pennsylvania
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http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2018/04/18/1718155115
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2018/04/18/1718155115
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2018/04/18/1718155115


Inequality of educational opportunity? Schools as mediators 
of the intergenerational transmission of income
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http://equitablegrowth.org/working-papers/inequality-of-educational-opportunity-schools-as-mediators-of-the-intergenerational-transmission-of-income/
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http://apnorc.org/projects/Pages/HTML%20Reports/points-of-pride-conflicting-views-and-a-distinct-culture.aspx


What is an American? - Class 5

[T]he incoherence of these views said less about 
the people holding them than about the gulf 
between many Americans’ outlook on national 
partisan issues—polarized, tribal, symbolic—and 
the practical-mindedness with which most 
people in most regions approach decisions 
about their own communities.

– James Fallows

All citizenship is local
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https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/05/reinventing-america/556856/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/05/reinventing-america/556856/
https://youtu.be/mJG1RcHlLq8
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The politics of 2015 resembles what Alexis de 
Tocqueville saw in 1830. The Information 
Revolution democratized politics by weakening 
the elites' grip on information

The Future of American Politics - Richard A. 
Segal Jr., and  Richard S. Dunham.
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http://www.millennium-project.org/millennium/govscen.html#uspolitics


A drawing of the tavern where Paul Revere, John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, and other Boston Sons of Liberty secretly 
plotted against the British. Via AAS
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http://www.americanantiquarian.org/Exhibitions/Reading/revolutionary.htm
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A third place is a public setting accessible to its 
inhabitants and appropriated by them as their 
own. The dominant activity is not "special" in the 
eyes of its inhabitants, it is a taken-for granted 
part of their social existence. It is not a place 
outsiders find necessarily interesting or notable. It 
is a forum of association which is beneficial only 
to the degree that it is well-integrated into daily 
life.

Ramon Oldenburg and Dennis Brissett
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF00986754
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF00986754
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Although it is not necessary to be 
technically literate to participate, those 
with limited technical literacy aren’t 
necessarily equipped to be powerful 
citizens of the digital world.

It’s Complicated – danah boyd
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http://www.danah.org/books/ItsComplicated.pdf
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cx6OEVF2EL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cx6OEVF2EL4
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/fashion/danah-boyd-cracking-teenagers-online-codes.html
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You are terrified of your own children, since 
they are natives in a world where you will 
always be immigrants. 

A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
https://projects.eff.org/~barlow/Declaration-Final.html 1996
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https://projects.eff.org/%7Ebarlow/Declaration-Final.html
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https://youtu.be/Wf5am4wQsc0
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