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Date Topics
10/26 Introduction

How we got here: A brief history of social networks
11/2 A closer look at today’s social networks
11/9 Why they work, why they don’t
11/16 Truth and trust  – Promises made, broken, repaired, rinse, repeat
11/30 What’s ahead?
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Source: 
Pew Research –
8 facts about 
Americans and 
Facebook
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More than once a day More than one once a day

• Daily active users (DAUs) – DAUs were 1.49 billion on average 
for September 2018, an increase of 9% year-over-year.

• Monthly active users (MAUs) – MAUs were 2.27 billion as of 
September 30, 2018, an increase of 10% year-over-year.

• Estimated:
• More than 2.6 billion people use Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, or 

Messenger each month
• More than 2 billion people use at least one of the services every day.
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NYT: Cesar Sayoc’s Path on Social Media: From Food Photos to 
Partisan Fury
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Ronaldo:144,338,650 followers
Gomez: 144,312,745 followers.
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• Predates Internet as we 
know it
• @ used in 1972
• AOL – early 90s 
• Web-based email services –

mid-late 90s 
• Spam 
• First spam message attributed 

to DEC in 1978
• Why Spam?
• An oblique reference to Monty 

Python’s Spam sketch, where a 
message (“Spam”) was 
repeated until the listeners 
screamed.
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More than 85% of worldwide emails 
are spam.
Only a very small percentage 
reaches our inboxes. 

12

• The first “virtual community”
• Founded in 1985 by Stewart Brand (of Whole Earth Catalog) 

and Larry Brilliant
• 10,000 members in 1995. Currently, 4000
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• Facebook and 
Facebook Messenger 

• Twitter
• Instagram
• Pinterest
• Snapchat
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What you see depends 
on where you are.
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What you see depends 
on where you are.
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