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Date Topics
10/26 Introduction

How we got here: A brief history of social networks
11/2 A closer look at today’s social networks
11/9 Why they work, why they don’t
11/16 Truth and trust  – Promises made, broken, repaired, rinse, repeat
11/30 What’s ahead?
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T&G: Holy Cross commends Instagram account documenting sex 
assaults on campus
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Google: Mapping Thanksgiving
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Pew Research: Activism in the Social Media Age
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NYT: Delay, Deny and Deflect: How Facebook’s Leaders Fought 
Through Crisis
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• Facebook knew about Russian 
interference

• The company feared Trump supporters
• Facebook launched a multipronged 

attack and lobbying campaign
• Cambridge Analytica raised the stakes
• Some criticisms hurt more than others
• Facebook still has friends
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2018 Edelman Trust Barometer
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Harris Poll: Facebook Is the Least Trusted Major Tech Company When 
it Comes to Safeguarding Personal Data
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How Facebook uses machine learning to fight ISIS and Al-Qaeda 
propaganda
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• What if you saw an 
article from one of 
these sources on 
Facebook?

• What else would 
make you trust or 
not trust an article

• What if the NYT 
had a story you 
disagreed with?

• Same content, 
different source?
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AOL Fox News
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Picture on Twitter Close-up
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WSJ: Deepfake Videos Are Getting Real and That’s a Problem
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