


Date Topics
3/29 Introduction and America’s first century
4/5 The 20th Century looks back
4/12 Wars, Hot and Cold
4/26 Left and right, differing style and substance
5/3 Contemporary Trends

The Future of History
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• Notes about education in America in the 19th, 20th, and 21st

centuries 
• American historiography
• Selected themes 

• The American creation story
• Race
• Gender 
• Economics 
• Religion
• Major events: The American Revolution, War of 1812, Civil War, World 

War I, World War 2, Cold War, Terrorism 
• What students in other countries learn about us
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• Early republic
• Ante-bellum
• Reconstruction and the Gilded Age
• Wave of immigrants
• World War 1, Depression, World War 2
• Cold War, Great Society
• Republican resurgence
• The new millennium 
• The vanishing textbook
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• Providential History: 1600s and Puritan writers
• Rationalist History: 1700s
• Nationalist History: mid to late 1800s
• Progressive History: early 1900s through the mid 1940s
• Consent and Consensus History: late 1940s through the 1980s
• Conservative History: 1950s through the present
• New Left History: 1960’s through the 1970’s
• People’s History: 1980’s through the present

• Details
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http://astechighschoolhistory.weebly.com/uploads/5/4/9/9/5499950/historiography.pdf


• 100+ public domain textbooks and other histories 
• Various newspaper clippings about U.S. history textbooks and schools
• The First U.S. History Textbooks: Constructing and Disseminating the 

American Tale in the Nineteenth Century by Barry Joyce
• Schoolbook Nation: Conflicts over American History Textbooks from the 

Civil War to the Present by Joseph Moreau
• America Revised: History Schoolbooks in the Twentieth Century by 

Frances Fitzgerald
• History Lessons: How Textbooks from Around the World Portray U.S. History

by Dana Lindaman
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https://www.amazon.com/First-U-S-History-Textbooks-Disseminating/dp/1498502156
https://www.amazon.com/Schoolbook-Nation-Conflicts-American-Textbooks/dp/0472030531/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=Textbook+Nation&qid=1552402721&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/America-Revised-History-Schoolbooks-Twentieth/dp/0316284246
https://www.amazon.com/History-Lessons-Textbooks-Around-Portray-ebook-dp-B003XU7IHC/dp/B003XU7IHC/ref=mt_kindle?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=


The following online resources provide us with access to public 
domain and, in rare cases, copyrighted textbooks. These 
documents can be downloaded in a variety of forms, including 
PDF, plain text, EPUB,  Kindle, and other formats. 
• Library of Congress – https://www.loc.gov
• Internet Archive – https://www.archive.org
• Hathi Trust – https://www.hathitrust.org/

In addition, Google Books (https://books.google.com) provide us 
with online versions of many scanned books and related 
documents. These documents are not available for 
downloading, copying, or printing, but can be view and 
searched online. 
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https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.archive.org/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://books.google.com/


• Summer vacations were due 
mostly to high absenteeism 
in the hot weather.

• In 1841, Boston schools 
operated for 244 days while 
Philadelphia implemented a 
251-day calendar.

• Rural schools were open six 
months per year with breaks 
during spring and fall for 
planting and harvesting.

• By 1900, the nine-month, 180-
day calendar was 
commonplace.
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… among white New England men, about 60 percent of 
the population was literate between 1650 and 1670, a 
figure that rose to 85 percent between 1758 and 1762, and 
to 90 percent between 1787 and 1795
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} Kenneth Lockridge, Literacy 
in Colonial New England,
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An Act Concerning the Attendance of Children at School – 1852 
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https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/actsResolves/1852/1852acts0240.pdf


American History for Schools – Robert Bartow Cousins, Joseph Abner 
Hill
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• Textbooks are generally selected by communities.
• In the early 20th century, some states started to require or 

recommend textbooks.
• Currently, the following states select textbooks (via State 

Textbook Adoption) : 
• Alabama, California, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Guam, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands

• Various political, religious, and social organizations make 
recommendations or comments regarding textbook selections 
locally, statewide, and nationally.

• Some publishers offer state-specific editions of their books. See 
Pearson’s United States History Program.
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chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html
https://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS2y5y&PMDbSiteId=2781&PMDbSolutionId=6724&PMDbSubSolutionId=&PMDbCategoryId=815&PMDbSubCategoryId=24837&PMDbSubjectAreaId=&PMDbProgramId=138301&elementType=correlations
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(Sometimes Meriwether Clark’s name is spelled Clarke.)
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The rise of American civilization, by Charles A. Beard and Mary R. Beard
73 of 88 books mentioned the gold rush
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• Who’s not here?
• What’s not discussed?
• What’s not understood?
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Catechism of United States history –
Carroll

History Lessons: How Textbooks from Around 
the World Portray U.S. History – Dana Lindaman
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https://www.amazon.com/History-Lessons-Textbooks-Around-Portray-ebook-dp-B003XU7IHC/dp/B003XU7IHC/ref=mt_kindle?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=


Particular celebrations of Juneteenth have had unique 
beginnings or aspects. In the state capital Juneteenth was 
first celebrated in 1867 under the direction of the Freedmen's 
Bureau and became part of the calendar of public events 
by 1872. 

Celebration of Emancipation Proclamation
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Texas Historical Association

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ncf01
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/lkj01
https://daily.jstor.org/the-story-of-juneteenth/
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https://www.farmersalmanac.com/legend-johnny-appleseed-20706
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/legend-johnny-appleseed-20706


• Pocahontas (“Pocahuntas”) is 
mentioned in 60 of the 88 books
• “Every historian of Virginia commemorates 

them with approbation.” – A history of the 
United States, from the discovery of the 
American continent, George Bancroft

• Sacagawea, spelled Sakakawea or 
Sacajawea, noted in 4 books
• Noted as “Bird Woman, with her papoose 

on her back”
• “Sakakawea ranks next to Pocahontas 

among the heroines of American history.” –
History of our country; for higher grades, by 
Reuben Post Halleck
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https://daily.jstor.org/how-sacagawea-became-more-than-a-footnote/


Juvenile American history, for primary schools. – Marcius Willson
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https://www.loc.gov/item/02005304/
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Washington with bow and arrow Columbus receives his sailing orders

請求記号：文庫11_a0380_0002 43カット

Japan’s story of American history

http://archive.wul.waseda.ac.jp/kosho/bunko11/bunko11_a0380/bunko11_a0380_0002/bunko11_a0380_0002.html
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1062823813338091520.html


The basis of learning is religion and geography 
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Author Date Notes
Webster 1802 On teaching methods and first principles
Goodrich 1830 The uses and advantages of the study 

history
Webster 1832 Begins with Creation
Shea 1876 History of Earth, starting with Creation
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Common purposes:
• To tell the unbiased story
• Using geography to organize the stories
• Candor regarding slavery, treatment of natives
• The story of freedom



• Emma Willard
• Abridged history of the United States; or, republic of America

• Augusta Blanche Berard
• School history of the United States 

• Mary Elsie Thalheimer
• The Eclectic History of the United States

• Lida Field
• A grammar-school history of the United States. By L. A. Field.

• Susan Pendleton Lee
• Lee's advanced school history of the United States, by Susan Pendleton Lee, 

with Louise Manly.
• Franciscan Sisters of the Perpetual Adoration (La Crosse, Wis.)

• A history of the United States for Catholic schools, prepared and arranged by 
the Franciscan 

• Mildred Lew Rutherford
• Truths of history... a fair, unbiased, impartial, unprejudiced and conscientious 

study of history. 
• Mary Ritter Beard 

• The rise of American civilization / by Charles A. Beard and Mary R. Beard
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Willard, Emma. 1860. Abridged history of the United States, or, Republic of 
America. New York: A.S. Barnes & Burr. 
http://books.google.com/books?id=ZQZLAAAAYAAJ.
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Stories of 59 women in the early 19th century west
Link
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https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044036451086


What’s missing in this index?
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I respectfully request that my fellow-teachers will see to it 
that the word Negro is written with a capital N. It deserves 
to be so enlarged, and will help, perhaps, to magnify the 
race it stands for in the minds of those who see it.

A School History Negro Race in America
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-- Edward A. Johnson, LL.B.,



The story of our national life should not be told as a 
narrative separate and distinct from that of the rest of the 
world.
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Guitteau (1919)



Some space is devoted to a consideration of the origin,
customs, and character of the Red Men, whose 
prominence in our earlier annals, no less than the 
melancholy doom which is hurrying their to extinction, gives 
them a strong claim on the historian.
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George Payn Quackenbos
Illustrated school history of the United 

States and the adjacent parts of America, 
from the earliest discoveries to the present 

time



Swinton's primary United States, first lessons in our country's history 
(1899)
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Word or phrase Books Mentions Notes
Chinaman 8
Red man 78 281
Squaw 37 72
Nigger 7 10 Always in quotes from 

speakers
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