
 

D21. What did you learn in school yesterday? 
 
Even when there was a lot less of it, teaching American history was never simple. What we chose to teach, and 
how we chose to teach it, tells us as much about our present selves as about our past 
Using American history textbooks as our viewfinder, we’ll study the ways that educators, politicians, and 
religious leaders struggled for control of national narrative.  
 

Date Topics 

3/29 Introduction and America’s first century 

4/5 The 20th Century looks back 

4/12 Wars, Hot and Cold 

4/26 Left and right, differing style and substance 

5/3 Contemporary Trends 
The Future of History 

  
Slides and other reference material are available on  
http://queenlake.com/wise/wise-spring-2019/what-did-you-learn-in-school-yesterday/  
Slides will be posted shortly before or after each class session 
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