


Date Topics
3/29 Introduction and America’s first century
4/5 The 20th Century looks back
4/12 Wars, Hot and Cold
4/26 The rebels take hold: Young radical historians
5/3 Contemporary Trends

The Future of History
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• Follow-up on slavery topics
• Demo of search 
• Textbook wars
• World War II and American History textbooks

• Treatment of Japanese-Americans
• African-Americans

• Post-war anti-Communism 
• Changing the story and the teaching methods
• The Great Textbook Wars of Kanawha County
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Undergraduates at Georgetown University have proposed a fund to 
benefit descendants of 272 slaves sold by the school nearly two centuries 
ago.
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https://slaveryarchive.georgetown.edu/items/show/407
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/04/09/georgetown-university-reparations-slave-trade-226581


• “A Strong and healthy Negro MAN … addicted to be out of 
Nights.”

• “A very likely, healthy Negro BOY, about 17 Years of Age, to be 
Sold.” – New Hampshire Gazette, October 28, 1768

• “Will also sell … a Negro Man that understands Brewing and 
Distilling.” – Massachusetts Gazette (April 23, 1767)

• “TO BE SOLD, A likely, healthy, Negro Boy” – Providence 
Gazette (April 11, 1767).
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https://adverts250project.org/2019/01/05/january-5-4/
https://adverts250project.org/2018/10/28/october-28-3/
https://adverts250project.org/2017/04/26/april-26-2/
https://adverts250project.org/2017/04/11/april-11-2/
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1. Reactions to and criticisms of the 1916 Report of the 
Committee on Social Studies of the National Education 
Association’s Commission on the Reorganization of 
Secondary Education.

2. The Rugg Textbook Controversy
3. Allan Nevins critique (“Why we should know our history,” New 

York Times, April 18, 1943
4. Post-war attacks on “progressive education”
5. Man: A Course of Study (MACOS) sought to reform social 

studies instruction by emphasizing social science empiricism
6. Revival of history in the 1980s, critique of umbrella topics such 

as social studies that combined history and other social 
sciences
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“The Social Studies Wars, Now and Then” by Ronald Evans, 2006

https://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/articles/se_700506317.pdf


This unpreparedness of teachers, the lack of suitable 
textbooks, natural conservatism, and the opposition of 
those whose chief apparent interest is to maintain the 
supremacy of a "subject," or who see in the traditional 
methods of history instruction a means of " culture " that the 
schools can not dispense with….”

“The social studies in secondary education”, 1916
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https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED374072


• During and shortly after the World War, textbooks sought to 
portray Britain as our ally and so recast the Revolutionary War 
and War of 1812 in a muted view

• Doing so resulted in charges of anti-Americanism
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"the school children of this city must not be inoculated with 
the poisonous virus of foreign propaganda which seeks to 
belittle illustrious American patriots.“ 

- New York Mayor John Hylan, 1921

The Diamond in the Bronx: Yankee Stadium and the 
Politics of New York By Neil J. Sullivan
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https://books.google.com/books?id=lVpzoyPbcSEC&pg=PA54&lpg=PA54&dq=new+york+%22david+hirshfield%22+inquiry+textbooks&source=bl&ots=faF4SogI17&sig=ACfU3U2dM1uWHgQcKVApmcWgcin8i67-2A&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwij_N6Oo8DhAhVDq1kKHZQHCHcQ6AEwAnoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false


ln institutionalized politics, a stable network of key actors, consisting 
primarily of publishers, subject matter experts, and educational 
administrators, operates under a routinized set of procedures in 
designing, writing, revising, and adopting textbooks. Disagreements 
over content do occur, but they are not publicized and are readily 
resolved through compromise. 
In contrast, de-institutionalized politics are characterized by 
publicized challenges on textbook decisions from sources outside of 
the regular decision-making network. Outsiders' intrusion is facilitated 
by broad social and ideological movements, political leadership, 
changing socioeconomic context, organized interest groups with 
specific demands, and individual defiance on the part of teachers 
and parents. Disputes are highly visible and, in most cases, can only 
be reconciled through protracted litigation and legislative process. 
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"The Politics of Textbook Policy: Proposing a Framework,“ by Kenneth Wong 
and Tom Loveless, in Textbooks in American Society

https://books.google.com/books?id=IjRJELypv_gC&lpg=PA37&ots=CB5pHcS1r1&dq=%22The%20Politics%20of%20Textbook%20Policy%3A%20Proposing%20a%20Framework%2C%22&pg=PA27#v=onepage&q=wong&f=false


Telling the true story of labor’s history and patriots’ deeds
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In the 1925 a wide range of ethnic groups condemned the alleged pro-British biases of textbooks by David S. Muzzey, Charles A. Beard, 
and other "new historians.“ The loudest attack occurred in Chicago, where Mayor William H. Thompson - "Saint Bill" in this cartoon-
galvanized German and Irish immigrants as well as blacks and Native Americans in a drive to remove the books from the public schools. 
From the Chicago Tribune, October 25, 1927.
“Each ‘Race’ Could Have Its Heroes Sung”: Ethnicity and the History Wars in the 1920s
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https://academic.oup.com/jah/article-abstract/87/1/92/717845
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.b3114654
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.b3114654


“Textbook Writing and Ideological Management” by Joel Spring in 
Textbooks in American Society: Politics, Policy, and Pedagogy
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https://books.google.com/books?id=IjRJELypv_gC&lpg=PA37&ots=CB5pHcS1r1&dq=%22The%20Politics%20of%20Textbook%20Policy%3A%20Proposing%20a%20Framework%2C%22&pg=PA37#v=onepage&q=rugg&f=false


An Introduction to the Problems of American Culture, Harold Rugg, 1931
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The American Legion Magazine [Volume 29, No. 3 (September 1940)]
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https://archive.legion.org/handle/20.500.12203/3337


The revision of textbooks is a delicate and complex task 
which requires three qualifications: expert knowledge, 
unassailable credentials of patriotism and consummate 
tact.

- Allan Nevins

“To Take the Poison Out of Textbooks” New York Times, 
February 23, 1948
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ARE LOYALTY OATHS EFFECTIVE?, California Senate Investigating 
Committee on Education, report submitted March 3, 1952.
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https://books.google.com/books?id=P0VKAQAAMAAJ&dq=%22are%20loyalty%20oaths%20effective%22&pg=PA51-IA22#v=onepage&q=%22are%20loyalty%20oaths%20effective%22&f=false
chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html


Education and the Cold War: The Battle for the American School By 
Andrew Hartman
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https://books.google.com/books?id=ndPGAAAAQBAJ&pg=PA30&lpg=PA30&dq=%22frontier+thinkers%22&source=bl&ots=et5TEBjZJ9&sig=ACfU3U0uNBzq0rJO5fUgi2IFET05fqvf0A&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiH--_c08DhAhWo34MKHdMyBmIQ6AEwCXoECAoQAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false


The surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii had 
stunned the nation. After the bombing, panic-stricken citizens 
feared that the Japanese would soon attack the United States.
… Early in 1942, the War Department called for the mass 
evacuation of all Japanese Americans in Hawaii. General Delos 
Emmons, the military governor of Hawaii, resisted the order 
because 37 percent of the people in Hawaii were Japanese 
Americans. To remove them would have destroyed the islands’ 
economy and hindered U.S. military operations there.

- The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century

Only book to note different treatment of Japanese in Hawaii

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ718726
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ718726
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ718726
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ718726
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ718726


• Failure to note the similarities of Russia and Germany
• Failure to include post-war reports on Nazi-Communist 

collaboration 
• Objects to view of social and economic classes in American 

history
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• Daughters of the American Revolution. 
(1959). Textbook study, 1958-1959, 
National Defense Committee, National 
Society, Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Washington, D.C.: National 
Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

• Stand Up for Alabama: Governor 
George Wallace
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https://books.google.com/books?id=-i1HBMC6qsEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Stand+Up+for+Alabama:+Governor+George+Wallace&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwithbOk8r3hAhUuuVkKHaYSDA4Q6AEIKjAA#v=onepage&q&f=false


NYT, April 19, 1959
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Free Lone-Star, Fredericksburg VA, October 15, 1960
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https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=k6oRAAAAIBAJ&sjid=becDAAAAIBAJ&pg=811%2C937095


The MACOS curriculum strove to challenge students to 
think critically and develop reasoning skills. Through 
simulated fieldwork, an integrated curriculum and inquiry-
driven instruction, the project sought to introduce young 
learners to social science empiricism.

Reflecting on MACOS: why it failed and what we can learn from
its demise - , Man: A Course of Study (MACOS)
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00309230.2011.554423
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00309230.2011.554423


History of Education Quarterly, Vol. 7, No. 4 (Winter, 1967)
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• According to a 1967 Senate report, economics is relegated to 
American history texts. 

• Economics in Social Studies Textbooks – James O’Neill, Joint 
Council on Economics Education, 1973
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https://www.jec.senate.gov/reports/90th%20Congress/Economic%20Education%20Volume%20II%20(373).pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED086588.pdf


“Parents have no lobby, no influence, no control over their children’s 
education.”
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http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/textbooks/index.html
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/textbooks/index.html
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