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Via A Crisis of Cognition by Jeff Jarvis
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https://www.amazon.com/How-History-Gets-Things-Wrong/dp/0262038579/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=2DO21Z62NPO56&keywords=how+history+gets+things+wrong&qid=1555773728&s=gateway&sprefix=how+history+%2Caps%2C135&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1
https://buzzmachine.com/2019/04/25/a-crisis-of-cognition/
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• Most textbooks don’t cite sources.
• Reviewers, teachers, and students cannot easily verify materials
• Teaching historical methods and tools becomes more difficult

• Teachers often need supplemental materials 
• National Research Council. 2005. How Students Learn: History in 

the Classroom. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 
https://doi.org/10.17226/11100.
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The Nation’s Report Card, U.S. History 2001 (Test scale: 0-500)
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https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2001/2002483.pdf


Rewriting American History By Frances FitzGerald
The New Yorker, February 25, 1979
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Changes in society put great pressure on textbook publishers – new perspectives on current and past events and peopleAcademic journals do not regularly review textbooks in their field“Progress” becomes “change.”

https://www.newyorker.com/contributors/frances-fitzgerald


What has made Rise of the American Nation such a 
successful book? … [T]he copyright information on the 
frontispiece of the book provides one important clue. First 
published in 1950, the book seems to have weathered the 
Cold War years without any major changes. Then it went 
through a rapid series of revisions with new copyrights in 
1961, 1964, 1966, and 1969…. The book went through two 
further revisions after that, in 1972 and in 1977. All these 
revisions suggest that the editors and authors duly 
appreciated the fact that while textbook versions of 
historical truth are authoritative, they are also highly 
tentative. 

Downey, Matthew T. “Speaking of Textbooks: Putting Pressure on the 
Publishers.” The History Teacher, vol. 14, no. 1, 1980 
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/493982?


“We regard the study of history as the chief subject in education
for democracy, much as Jefferson and other founders of the United
States did two centuries ago.”
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http://www.shankerinstitute.org/resource/education-democracy-1987
http://www.shankerinstitute.org/resource/education-democracy-1987
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National Standards for History Basic Edition, 1996, Public History 
Initiative (PHI) of the UCLA Department of History
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“What went wrong? One member of the 
National Council for History Standards (the 
group that oversaw the drafting of the 
standards) says that the 1992 presidential 
election unleashed the forces of political 
correctness.”
- Lynne Cheney, WSJ, October 24, 1994

https://phi.history.ucla.edu/nchs/history-standards/
http://www-personal.umich.edu/%7Emlassite/discussions261/cheney.html


How ‘New Left’ Orthodoxy Is Failing a New Generation of History 
Students, Quillette, March 28, 2019
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https://quillette.com/2019/03/28/a-professor-speaks-out-how-new-left-orthodoxy-is-failing-a-new-generation-of-history-students/


Busbee, Westley F., Jr.. Mississippi : A History, John Wiley & Sons, 
Incorporated, 2014. 
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• State history books have been mostly offered to middle-school 
students.

• … many textbook researchers tend to believe that the 
textbook information concerning the topic of their study is 
being presented in a way that serves the purposes of those 
who believe in the “dominant ideologies.” 

• textbook interpretations offer idealized and incorrect images 
about the men who held the office, as well as the importance 
of the office itself  -

- Roberts, Scott. (2009). The Textbook Presidency Theory and its 
Relationship to the Portrayals of 20th and 21st Century Presidents 
Found in the Middle Level State History Textbooks of.... (Ph.D. 
thesis)
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1. That the President is the strategic catalyst in the American 
political system and the central figure in the international 
system as well.

2. That only the President is or can be the genuine architect of 
United States Public Policy and only he, by attacking 
problems frontally and aggressively, and interpreting his 
power expansively, can be the engine of change to move 
the nation forward.

3. That the President must be the nation's personal and moral 
leader; by symbolizing the past and future greatness of 
America and radiating inspirational confidence, a President 
can pull the nation together while directing us toward the 
fulfillment of the American Dream.
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State Total 
Mentions 

Construct 1
(Strategic catalyst)

Construct 2 
(Genuine architect)

Construct 3 
(Moral leader)

Arkansas 293 24% 23% 24% 
California 64 17% 17% 28% 
Connecticut 13 46% 46% 46% 
Georgia 885 21% 17% 12% 
Illinois 27 37% 33% 15% 
Iowa 37 14% 11% 3% 
Massachusetts 52 4% 4% 6% 

Missouri 213 14% 11% 10% 
Nebraska 1 0% 0% 100% 
New York 65 14% 13% 7% 
Ohio 151 12% 11% 12% 
Texas 888 15% 13% 8% 
Vermont 44 5% 5% 0% 
Virginia 68 47% 26% 25% 

History of American History Textbooks - 4 16



• By including special sections that mention contributions of 
certain groups, textbook authors ensure that those groups will 
be seen as others.
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• Slavery is rarely explored in depth, including its impact on 
politics, education, economy, and public morality. 

• Depiction tends to be matter-of-fact, along with a few 
highlighted African-American accomplishments

• Teaching requires supplemental material, such as the PBS series 
Africans in America  (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/)

• ‘New Views of Slavery: Using Recent Historical Work to Promote 
Critical Thinking about the "Peculiar Institution“’ – Russell Olwell
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http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/


The anti-Israel bias is usually a result of factual inaccuracy, 
oversimplification, omission and distortion. Common errors 
include getting dates of events wrong, blaming Israel for 
wars that were a result of Arab provocation, perpetuating 
the myth of Islamic tolerance of Jews, minimizing the Jewish 
aspect of the Holocaust, apologizing for Arab autocrats, 
refusing to label violence against civilians as terrorism and 
suggesting that Israel is the obstacle to peace.

“Rewriting History in Textbooks”
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https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-rewriting-history-in-textbooks-quot


“Integrating Women's History: The Case of United States History High 
School Textbooks” – Mary Kay Thompson Tetreault
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• Imbalance – facts without impact or impact without facts
• Little content about scientific racism
• “The textbooks' coverage of military technology and its 

relationship to the civilian sector is poor.”
• “Science and Technology in U. S. History Textbooks: What's 

There: And What Ought to Be There” – J. L. Heilbron and Daniel 
J. Kevles
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I was perplexed about why it was appropriate to read the 
protest writings of Thomas Jefferson, but not the protest 
writings of the Native leader Black Hawk.

A Teacher’s Struggle to Include “Other” Voices in History, 2006

History of American History Textbooks - 4

Alabama history teacher Prentice T. Chandler
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chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html


American Textbook Council: Widely Adopted History Textbooks
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Author Title Publisher
Brinkley Unfinished Nation McGraw Hill
Divine America Past and Present Prentice Hall
Faragher Out of Many Prentice Hall
Henretta America’s History Bedford/Macmillan
Kennedy The American Pageant Houghton Mifflin/Cengage
Norton A People and a Nation Houghton Mifflin/Cengage

Tindall America: A Narrative 
History Norton
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“Textbook choice for teachers has in recent decades shrunk to almost 
nothing. Text-light picture books and easy readers are now almost 
universal; content distinctions between books are minor, and at the K-6 
level, almost indistinguishable.”

https://historytextbooks.net/adopted.htm


The three main conclusions of this study of leading elementary-
and secondary-level history textbooks are that today: (1) 
Gutted textbooks and the passing of close reading as a central 
learning activity pose profound challenges to literacy and 
habits of thought. (2) Editorial confusion reigns in the subject of 
history. Content is thinner and thinner, and what there is, 
increasingly deformed by identity politics and group pieties. (3) 
Publishers should be producing cheaper books that are more 
text-centered, simpler in design, and more honest in content.

History textbooks at the new century – Gilbert T. Sewall, 
American Textbook Council, 2000
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https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED441731


• On October 1, 1998, California adopted The History-Social 
Science Content Standards for California Public Schools.
• Standards not updated: “Although everybody seems to agree that our 

content standards need to be updated, neither the State Board of 
Education (SBE) or the California Department of Education (CDE) have 
the authority to update them.”  – Nancy McTygue, CHSSP Executive 
Director

• New Framework starting in September, 2019 
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https://chssp.ucdavis.edu/framework
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https://www.amazon.com/History-Wars-Classroom-Perspectives-Education/dp/1617355267


Historians, however, through their idolization of written 
sources, have commonly allowed themselves to wallow in 
detail, while refusing to think about the larger patterns of the 
past which cannot be discovered by consulting 
documentary sources. 

The Care and Repair of Public Myth
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William H. McNeill
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http://aldeilis.net/truth/201.pdf


…researchers might enhance teachers’ appreciation of 
students’ historical thinking by reporting their results in a 
more accessible and classroom-relevant manner; 
although student cognition has been an important area of 
investigation, most research is geared toward an 
audience of other researchers, and it can be difficult for 
teachers to see the relevance of such studies for their own 
work.

History Wars and The Classroom : Global Perspectives, edited by Tony 
Taylor, and Robert Guyver, Information Age Publishing, Incorporated, 2014.
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