


Date Topics
3/29 Introduction
4/5 Picking up where we left off

The 20th Century looks back
4/12 Wars, Hot and Cold
4/26 The rebels take hold: Young radical historians
5/3 Contemporary Trends

The Future of History
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Puritans sold King Phillip as a slave 
in Bermuda in 1676
- Quackenbos – 1869 

Swinton – 1871 Derry – 1875

Berard – 1855

Carroll – 1859



History of the United States– William Grimshaw, 1826
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From Sir Humfrey Gylberte and his enterprise of colonization in 
America, edited by Carlos Slafter, 1903
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https://archive.org/details/sirhumfreygylbe01haiegoog/page/n15


Five books mention his Pokanoket/Wampanoag name, Metacom or 
Metacomet
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39 books, totaling 64 mentions, all but one after the publication of 
Longfellow’s poem in1859 
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• “War of Secession” – 12/132
• “War Between the States” – 27/190
• “War of Northern Aggression” – 0
• States Rights (28/129, earliest1869) (also spelled States’ Rights)
• Underground Railroad (32/101, earliest 1887)

• Causes
• “The most general cause of the civil war in the United States was 

the different construction put upon the Constitution by the people 
of the North and the South” – Ridpath. Union vs. sovereignty of the 
States.

• “Diverging interpretations of the Constitution, different systems of 
labor in the North and the South, lack of intercourse between the 
two sections, and the increase of territory, led to the three great 
remote causes of the Civil War:
• (a) slavery;
• ( b ) the doctrine of states ' rights ;
• (c) the tariff question.” – Sisters, 1914
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• Vikings (Norsemen) 
• Did they come here?
• If they did, does it matter?

• Betsy Ross – one mention (Student’s History, 1914)
• Harriet Tubman – 0/0
• Underground Railroad – 32/98
• Mohammedan (29/64), Mahomet (11/26), Moslem(2/2), Islam 

(2/2)
• Hindo(5/17), Hindu (7/15)
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• Several mention our 
fair city in conjunction 
with Shays Rebellion, 
when the courthouse 
was seized.

• Only mention of the 
women’s conference 
was in Beards’ history, 
with no details.

• No mention of meeting 
in Worcester regarding 
plans for 
independence in 1774 
(See Founding Myths, 
by Ray Raphael)
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If the widened elective curriculum allowed the sons and 
daughters of the rich to flit lightly through the academic 
course, if it merely prolonged infancy for multitudes with 
little brain capacity, it likewise offered to those who 
cared for learning opportunities of incomparable 
richness to acquire it, in a hundred fields closed to all 
former generations of college students.

– Charles and Mary Beard
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https://nces.ed.gov/pubs93/93442.pdf
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https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/2f46/34783a692f764448474a221893c516a125ca.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/2f46/34783a692f764448474a221893c516a125ca.pdf


• Education was and remains primarily a state and local responsibility. 
• Department of Education created in 1867 to collect information on schools 

and teaching that would help the States establish effective school systems. 
• Second Morrill Act in 1890 gave the then-named Office of Education 

responsibility for administering land-grant colleges and universities. 
• In 1944, the "GI Bill" authorized postsecondary education assistance that 

would ultimately send nearly 8 million World War II veterans to college.
• The Cold War stimulated the first example of comprehensive Federal 

education legislation. Congress passed the National Defense Education 
Act (NDEA) in 1958 in response to the Soviet launch of Sputnik. 

• The anti-poverty and civil rights laws of the 1960s and 1970s brought about 
a dramatic emergence of the Department's equal access mission. 

• In 1980, Congress established the Department of Education as a Cabinet 
level agency.

• Source: Dept. of Education: The Federal Role in Education
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https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/fed/role.html


• Americans moved from rural settings to the cities.
• Immigrants arrived in and generally stayed in cities.
• Migration History (state by state) 1850-2010
• By 1920, more people live in cities than in rural areas.
• Urbanization changes education and work
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http://depts.washington.edu/moving1/migrationhistory-states.shtml


American Education in the Age of Mass Migrations 1870-1930

What did you learn in school yesterday? - 2 17

chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html
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• Origins of the urban school : public education in 
Massachusetts, 1870-1915, Lazerson, Marvin

• Immigration drove the need for urban schools
• Basic literacy
• English as a second language
• Citizenship and history

• Affluent hostility to public schools in the 1880s
• Thompson, 1917 – “place more emphasis on the industrial and 

social activities of the American people”
• Adult evening schools

• Textbook for Alabama adult schools, War Edition, Alabama Illiteracy 
Commission, 1918

• Handbook of patriotic instruction, Alabama Dept. of Education, 1918
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In considering the hyphenated American, it is not so much that 
we question his ultimate loyalty. It is that we question
his understanding and ability to act in an intelligent, organized 
way on behalf of America. It is that we do not know what 
influences may control his action though his heart and interest 
may be with America.

-- Frances Kellor, 1916

What did you learn in school yesterday? - 2 20

https://archive.org/details/straightamericac00kellrich/page/24
https://archive.org/details/straightamericac00kellrich/page/24


The one thing we need to make the hyphen permanent, 
or, worse still, make this a country of warring hyphens, is to 
demand through pressure that nothing but the English 
language shall be taught and spoken here.

-- Edward A. Steiner
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The unpopular history of the United States by Uncle Sam himself as 
recorded in Uncle Sam’s own words, edited by Harris Dickson, 1917
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https://archive.org/details/unpopularhistory00dick
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• German “war-worship”
• “At the outbreak of the great European War in August, 1914, 

President Wilson issued the usual proclamation of Neutrality“, 
John Latané, A history of the United States
• Nearly all books noted that U.S. had proclaimed neutrality at one point 

or another.
• German and even British blockade threatened American ships 

and passengers. The British relented. Textbooks were later 
criticized for anti-British sentiment.

• Charles McCarthy, in History of the United States for Catholic 
schools, notes the emergence of the Red Cross, Y.M.C.A., and 
Knight of Columbus during the wartime.

• “The world must be made safe for democracy. “ – Woodrow 
Wilson, April 2, 1917

• Six books mentioned “Liberty Bonds” with some including 
posters
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The American revolution in our school 
text-books; an attempt to trace the 
influence of early school education on 
the feeling towards England in the 
United States, by Charles Altschul, 1917
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When most men tilled the soil, they belonged to one class. 
Modern specialized industries caused people to divide into 
classes according to their work.

- History of our country; for higher grades, 
by Reuben Post Halleck 

Keeping prosperity and opportunity available to all 
Emergence of classes as the result of industrialization
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THE PROBLEM OF THE CORPORATIONS
The great corporate industries had forced a new problem 
upon the government and people of the United States. 
Infants had been protected had become giants; and the 
question now concerned the preservation of the republic, 
which, no less than a monarchy, must refuse to tolerate 
within itself the existence of insubordinate power.

Cousins and Hill, 1920
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https://ia902707.us.archive.org/5/items/americanhistory00hillgoog/americanhistory00hillgoog.pdf
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https://www.amazon.com/Brainwashing-High-Schools-Examination-Textbooks/dp/125812548X
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