
WISE Spring 2020



Date Topics
2/4 Introduction
2/11 Technology and Education
2/18 History and Politics
2/25 Sports and the Performing Arts
3/5 Conclusions 
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• Course materials
• Course slides and related materials are available on 

https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-spring-
2020/failures/. 

• Contact information
• Karl Hakkarainen

kh@queenlake.com
508 829 5825
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• U.S. officials have expressed frustrations with their Chinese 
counterparts over the levels of information they have shared 
about the virus.

• Apple says the coronavirus will cause it to miss its revenue goals
• Baseless Conspiracy Theories Claim New Coronavirus Was 

Bioengineered
• We’re Reading the Coronavirus Numbers Wrong
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/02/18/how-coronavirus-is-worsening-us-china-tensions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/02/17/apple-said-it-wont-meet-its-quarterly-revenue-goals-because-coronaviruss-impact-production-demand/
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/02/baseless-conspiracy-theories-claim-new-coronavirus-was-bioengineered/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/18/opinion/coronavirus-china-numbers.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage


• Iowa Democratic Party chairman resigns over caucus debacle
• Past remarks are challenging for Bloomberg, and fair game for 

rivals
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https://www.politico.com/news/2020/02/12/iowa-democratic-party-chairman-resigns-over-caucus-debacle-114689
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2020/02/17/past-remarks-are-challenging-for-bloomberg-and-fair-game-for-rivals/nxLwmSUfoVCOQO3EQWHREL/story.html?et_rid=1745499396&s_campaign=todaysheadlines:newsletter


• Dweck – Growth mindset 
embraces mistakes as paths 
to learning

• Taleb – Antifragile people, 
systems, and countries 
depend on challenges in 
order to grow. Those that safe 
become fragile and die. 

• Weinberger – “The internet 
has taught us many things, 
and one is that anticipation 
doesn’t scale.”
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https://thisisindexed.com/2016/05/switch-it-up/


Five studies demonstrated the name-pronunciation effect: 
easy-to-pronounce names (and the people who bear 
them) are evaluated more positively than difficult-to-
pronounce names.

-- “The name-pronunciation effect: Why people like Mr. 
Smith more than Mr. Colquhoun”
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https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
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https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/01/the-fact-checkers-dilemma-humans-are-hardwired-to-dismiss-facts-that-dont-fit-their-worldview/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/01/the-fact-checkers-dilemma-humans-are-hardwired-to-dismiss-facts-that-dont-fit-their-worldview/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/01/the-fact-checkers-dilemma-humans-are-hardwired-to-dismiss-facts-that-dont-fit-their-worldview/


How History Gets Things Wrong The Neuroscience of Our Addiction to 
Stories – Alex Rosenberg
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sedan/media/File:389_of_'The_Campaign_of_Sedan-_the_downfall_of_the_Second_Empire._August-September,_1870,_etc'_(11192007844).jpg
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/how-history-gets-things-wrong
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/16/opinion/george-washington-history.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/16/opinion/george-washington-history.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/16/opinion/george-washington-history.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.amazon.com/You-Never-Forget-Your-First/dp/0735224102
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As revolutionary As autocrat

BBCL Robert Mugabe: Is 
Zimbabwe&apos;s ex-president 
a hero or villain?

France 24: Zimbabwe&apos;s 
Robert Mugabe: From liberation 
hero to autocrat

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-23431534
https://www.france24.com/en/20171115-zimbabwe-robert-mugabe-liberation-hero-autocrat-portrait
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“Well, when the president does it … that means that it is not illegal.”
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https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/transcript-of-david-frosts-interview-with-richard-nixon/
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https://www.newsweek.com/trump-rally-phoenix-cost-taxpayers-668350


Failures and Those Who Love Them  - Class 3 19

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/you/article-7011115/Where-Boris-got-stuck-zip-wire-1-Aug-2012.html
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How America Became “A City Upon a Hill”
Perry Miller and John Winthrop
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https://www.econlib.org/archives/2017/12/the_city_on_a_h.html
https://www.neh.gov/article/how-america-became-city-upon-hill
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The place and the people struck me as the most democratic I 
had ever met. It was a place to extinguish all aristocratic 
pretensions. There was no high, no low, no masters, no servants, 
no white, no black.

“What I found at the Northampton Association”
– Frederick Douglass, 1895
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Samuel Whitmarsh's second factory, 
later the home of the Northampton 
Association for Education and Industry
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Paige and I always meet on effusively affectionate terms 
and yet he knows perfectly well that if I had his nuts in a 
steel-trap I would shut out all human succor and watch 
that trap till he died. 

Mark Twain Autobiography
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Naulakha, Dummerston VT – “Where Kipling Reared Mowgli (in Vermont)” 
New York Times, March 18, 2010
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https://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/19/travel/escapes/19kipling.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/19/travel/escapes/19kipling.html
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