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Failures and Those Who Love Them

—— @ WISE Spring 2020



Course schedule

Date |Topics

2/4 Introduction

2/11 Technology and Education
2/18 History and Politics

2/25 Sports and the Performing Arts
3/5 Conclusions
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- Course materials

- Course slides and related materials are available on
https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-spring-
2020/failures/.

- Contact information

- Karl Hakkarainen
kh@gueenlake.com
508 829 5825
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In the news - Coronavirus

- U.S. officials have expressed frustrations with their Chinese
counterparts over the levels of information they have shared
about the virus.

- Apple says the coronavirus will cause it to miss its revenue goals

- Baseless Conspiracy Theories Claim New Coronavirus Was
Bioengineered

- We're Reading the Coronavirus Numbers Wrong
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/02/18/how-coronavirus-is-worsening-us-china-tensions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/02/17/apple-said-it-wont-meet-its-quarterly-revenue-goals-because-coronaviruss-impact-production-demand/
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/02/baseless-conspiracy-theories-claim-new-coronavirus-was-bioengineered/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/18/opinion/coronavirus-china-numbers.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage

In the news — Democratic cauvucuses and

primaries

- lowa Democratic Party chairman resigns over caucus debacle

- Past remarks are challenging for Bloomberg, and fair game for
rivals
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https://www.politico.com/news/2020/02/12/iowa-democratic-party-chairman-resigns-over-caucus-debacle-114689
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2020/02/17/past-remarks-are-challenging-for-bloomberg-and-fair-game-for-rivals/nxLwmSUfoVCOQO3EQWHREL/story.html?et_rid=1745499396&s_campaign=todaysheadlines:newsletter

Growth, change, and all thai

- Dweck - Growth mindset
embraces mistakes as paths

to learning

- Taleb — Antifragile people, A " l
systems, and countries —  —
depend on challenges in C
order to grow. Those that safe T PR
become fragile and die. B« Whal 2luiaus happens

. Weinberger - “The internet ¢ = Existential rustrotion
has tfaught us many things,

and one is that anficipation
doesn’t scale.”
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https://thisisindexed.com/2016/05/switch-it-up/

Five studies demonstrated the name-pronunciation effect:
easy-to-pronounce names (and the people who bear
them) are evaluated more positively than difficult-to-
pronounce names.

-- “The name-pronunciation effect: Why people like Mr.
Smith more than Mr. Colguhoun”™

Luck as a success factor
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https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
https://apps.dtic.mil/docs/citations/ADA091073
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https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/01/the-fact-checkers-dilemma-humans-are-hardwired-to-dismiss-facts-that-dont-fit-their-worldview/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/01/the-fact-checkers-dilemma-humans-are-hardwired-to-dismiss-facts-that-dont-fit-their-worldview/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/01/the-fact-checkers-dilemma-humans-are-hardwired-to-dismiss-facts-that-dont-fit-their-worldview/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sedan/media/File:389_of_'The_Campaign_of_Sedan-_the_downfall_of_the_Second_Empire._August-September,_1870,_etc'_(11192007844).jpg
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/how-history-gets-things-wrong
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— Alexis Coe, NYT, 2/18/20
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/16/opinion/george-washington-history.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/16/opinion/george-washington-history.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/16/opinion/george-washington-history.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.amazon.com/You-Never-Forget-Your-First/dp/0735224102

He oSt in Long isiand. And then he won agalin when he crossed e Delaware,
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Robert Mugabe -

As revolutionary As autocrat

BBCL Robert Mugabe: Is France 24: Zimbabwe&apos:s
Zimbabwe&apos;s ex-president Robert Mugabe: From liberation
a hero or villaing hero 1o autocrat
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-23431534
https://www.france24.com/en/20171115-zimbabwe-robert-mugabe-liberation-hero-autocrat-portrait
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South Pasadena High School
Youth Takes Second Place
At Whittier Contest

S0UTH PASADENA, April 13—
With “Our Constitution: “The Ex-
emplification of Public Opinion,” as
his subject, Charles Mulholiand of
the Bouth Pasadena high school,
Iast night took second place in the
divisional meet of the Southern

California ﬂrntml contest  held
at Whittier, ‘!‘h 2 i
ml mm

wer: hnnnml tma :m.r 'h:.r helns

piiced in Division 41 by themselvey.

Recently each school held an elim-

ination contest, selecting four siu- |

dents each t omeet ast night.
Stirring Speech

Mulholland's speech in part was
a5 follows:

“Embedded deeply in the souls of
men from the earliest period of re- |
corded time to the birth of Democ-
racy, there has always been a
muffled spark of lmhilion M’. cer- |
tain intervals of histo :

| don’t get no respect.

—

Worcester Institute for Senior Education
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South Pasade
Services and

Activities Ar

B0UTH PA.SADENA, April 13 —Sunt
and week-day activities for South Pasa
today are as follows;

South Pasadena Christi

Corner Fremont avenue and Lyndon

dena. Sunday services—9:30 a. m., ch
ka:hl:dm.
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Well, when the president does it ... that means that it is not illegal.
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https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/transcript-of-david-frosts-interview-with-richard-nixon/
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https://www.newsweek.com/trump-rally-phoenix-cost-taxpayers-668350
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https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/you/article-7011115/Where-Boris-got-stuck-zip-wire-1-Aug-2012.html
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The stories we tell ourselves

A SHINING CITY UPON A HILL

Perry Miller and John Winthrop
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3
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https://www.econlib.org/archives/2017/12/the_city_on_a_h.html
https://www.neh.gov/article/how-america-became-city-upon-hill
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Popularity of John Winthrop’'s essay
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The place and the people struck me as the most democratic |
had ever met. It was a place to extinguish all aristocratic

pretensions. There was no high, no low, no masters, no servants,
no white, no black.

“What | found at the Northampton Association”
— Frederick Douglass, 1895

Samuel Whitmarsh's second factory,
later the home of the Northampton
Association for Education and Industry

Utopian communities of the 19th century
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Paige and | always meet on effusively affectionate terms
and yet he knows perfectly well that if | had his nuts in @
steel-trap | would shut out all human succor and watch

that trap till he died.
Mark Twain Autobiography

A hustler got out-hustled
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Following the Equator

ARK. . INWAIN
ARK - WAIN
Greatast llnmnuriut of the Age

On Friday n.{-hemm held a thronged and
Iaahmt:l:hh andience in' a ripple of laughter from

Next l[andn.y Afternoon at 5-30

GIVE HIS FAMOUS

' SECOND MARK TWAIN ‘AT HOME’
SECOND MARK TWAIN ‘AT HOME”

IR THB
NOVELTY

THEL']:RE
WHEN AN
Extirery Dirrerest ESNTERTAINMENT
Will be presented. :

In eompliance with the desire of who
are unable to attend the afternoon reci Mr.
Clemens will

Next Tuesday Evening at 9-30
Next Tuesday Ewning at 9-30

meﬂl H.arl: T*imn “At Home”
More Life and ['.'huwhr Sketches,

Rs. 4;3; 2;1. Plan & Tickets at Souxpy's.
/L,S,a-u_a F Vo wcll ba Lo et e AgH R. 8. SuyrHe.
i e —- — —_—
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T F you can make onc beap of all your winmnings And risk it on
o tiurn of piteh-and-toss, And love and start again al your
ﬁtgfnnfng.u'im?ﬂnrr breatbe a m.rﬂuﬁm!w hﬂ;.ffjﬂum
Sforee your beart and nerve and winew T werve your turn long
after they are gone, And vo bold on when there iv nothing in you
Except the Will which says te them “Hold on!™

.E'J_“F;!mn can talk with erowds and keep your virtue, Or walk

friends can burt you, If all men count with you, but none too
musich: If you can fill the unforgiving minate With sixty seconds’
worth of distance run, Youry iv the Earth and everything thats
in it, And wirich iv more - you'll be a Man my von!

vl
Wethm by Kictyaed Kipplimg citee 1595
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Kipling’s Vermont home

, Dummerston VT - *“
New York Times, March 18, 2010
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https://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/19/travel/escapes/19kipling.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/19/travel/escapes/19kipling.html
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