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Date Topics
2/4 Introduction
2/11 Technology, Education, and Business
2/18 History and Politics
2/25 Sports and the Performing Arts
3/5 Conclusions 
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• Course materials
• Course slides and related materials are available on 

https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-spring-
2020/failures/. 

• Contact information
• Karl Hakkarainen

kh@queenlake.com
508 829 5825
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https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/wxepem/heres-how-china-is-hunting-down-coronavirus-critics
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/24/us/politics/nevada-democratic-caucus-errors.html
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On average, adolescents who viewed their intelligence as 
a fixed entity (e.g., believing that intellectual abilities 
cannot change or improve with effort) were more likely to 
exhibit elevated salivary cortisol levels, compared to those 
who believe intelligence can improve, when their GPAs 
declined at the beginning of high school.

See notes for citation
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/18/movies/ben-affleck.html%3FreferringSource=articleShare
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/diane-keaton-neglected-her-mentally-ill-brother-for-most-of-his-life-shes-looking-for-redemption/2020/02/14/b854553e-49ed-11ea-9164-d3154ad8a5cd_story.html
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Ordinary failures Outsized impact

Dick Stuart, aka Dr. 
Strangeglove

Bill Buckner, 1986 World Series
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Norman Mailer, Towering Writer With Matching Ego, Dies at 84 (NYT: 2007)
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https://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/10/books/11mailer.html


First, we must ask, does it have to be a whale?

While this is a rather delightful, if somewhat esoteric, 
plot device, we recommend an antagonist with a more 
popular visage among the younger readers. For 
instance, could not the Captain be struggling with a 
depravity towards young, perhaps voluptuous, 
maidens? 
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