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Date Topic Notes
10/26 How we got here
11/4 What the heck just happened?

May be overcome by events
11/11 Congressional and state results
11/18 Transition and aftermath
12/2 What did we learn?

Election 2020 - Class 1

Contact information

Karl Hakkarainen
kh@queenlake.com
508 829 5825

Slides will be available on Election 2020. (Slides 
will be available within 15 minutes of the start of 
class.)
Recordings will be available on 
https://assumptionwise.org/Course-Recordings
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https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-2020/election-2020/
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Robin Abcarian, Los Angeles Times, December 20, 2019
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https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2019-12-20/what-will-2020-hold-predictions-are-dangerous-but-that-hasnt-stopped-us-from-making-some
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2019-12-20/what-will-2020-hold-predictions-are-dangerous-but-that-hasnt-stopped-us-from-making-some
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2019-12-20/what-will-2020-hold-predictions-are-dangerous-but-that-hasnt-stopped-us-from-making-some


The great cycle in December 2020 represents the death of kings and the 
ending of kingdoms. When people ask me, “Who’s president next year?” I go, 
“I don’t care because whoever it is dies in office. Just look at the vice 
president. That’s who’s going to be your president.”
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https://gen.medium.com/politics-are-a-mess-astrologers-say-look-to-the-planets-526712ff470c
https://gen.medium.com/politics-are-a-mess-astrologers-say-look-to-the-planets-526712ff470c
https://gen.medium.com/politics-are-a-mess-astrologers-say-look-to-the-planets-526712ff470c


• Vicious social media campaigns
• No convention bounce
• Voting issues

• Mail-in ballots
• Registration will be strong
• Long lines

• States to watch 
• Arizona
• Florida
• North Carolina
• Georgia
• Texas

• Impact of demographics and identity pollitics
• Voter turnout among Black, Latinx, Southeast Asian
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https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/The+2020+Presidential+Election+-+An+Update/1_28ywfmzl/164722491
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/The+2020+Presidential+Election+-+An+Update/1_28ywfmzl/164722491
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/The+2020+Presidential+Election+-+An+Update/1_28ywfmzl/164722491


• Tribes, demographics, and the electorate
• It’s (almost) all about Donald Trump
• Lawyers, guns, and money
• Voter participation and suppression
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November 3 is the day that voting ends, not just the day that we vote 
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The Books

https://www.amazon.com/Rage-Bob-Woodward-ebook/dp/B0881XTWZW/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1603392895&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0847GZWJF/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/If-Then-Simulmatics-Corporation-Invented-ebook/dp/B085T8DHXD
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B082GRML4V/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1


Nationalism is power hunger tempered by self-deception.

George Orwell, 1945
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A nationalist is one who thinks solely, or 
mainly, in terms of competitive prestige. He 
may be a positive or a negative nationalist 
– that is, he may use his mental energy 
either in boosting or in denigrating – but at 
any rate his thoughts always turn on 
victories, defeats, triumphs and 
humiliations.

https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-and-other-works/notes-on-nationalism/
https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-and-other-works/notes-on-nationalism/


Election 2020 - Class 1



[C]ultural cognition strongly motivates individuals—of all worldviews—
to recognize such information as sound in a selective pattern that reinforces 
their cultural predispositions. 

Donald Braman et. al., Cultural Cognition of Scientific 
Consensus, 14 J. of Risk Research 147 (2010).
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chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html


• Federal Election Commission Candidates
• 1743 in 2016 (134 of whom raised more than $0)
• 1224 in 2020 (166 of whom raised more than $0)
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https://www.fec.gov/data/browse-data/?tab=candidates
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/902/201906269150351902/201906269150351902.pdf
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0847FZRBF/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0847FZRBF/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
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https://www.vice.com/en/article/3a8ajj/an-off-the-shelf-skeleton-project-experts-analyze-the-app-that-broke-iowa?utm_source=stylizedembed_vice.com&utm_campaign=z3b3g9&site=vice
https://www.vice.com/en/article/3a8ajj/an-off-the-shelf-skeleton-project-experts-analyze-the-app-that-broke-iowa?utm_source=stylizedembed_vice.com&utm_campaign=z3b3g9&site=vice
https://www.vice.com/en/article/3a8ajj/an-off-the-shelf-skeleton-project-experts-analyze-the-app-that-broke-iowa?utm_source=stylizedembed_vice.com&utm_campaign=z3b3g9&site=vice
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https://www.kff.org/other/issue-brief/data-note-swing-voters/
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https://www.economist.com/weeklyedition/2020-09-05


• How Hatred Came To Dominate American Politics
• The decline of local news outlets has let national news 
dominate.

• “Cultural values are much more connected to 
geography than economic values”
• 60 to 70 percent of people view the other party as a serious 
threat
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https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/how-hatred-negative-partisanship-came-to-dominate-american-politics/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/how-hatred-negative-partisanship-came-to-dominate-american-politics/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/10/20/proud-boys-emails-florida/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/10/20/proud-boys-emails-florida/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/10/20/proud-boys-emails-florida/
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https://www.axios.com/debate-tv-ratings-trump-biden-eda5ba93-74b2-4364-8c00-167283e46239.html
https://www.axios.com/debate-tv-ratings-trump-biden-eda5ba93-74b2-4364-8c00-167283e46239.html
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• Rick Hasen, Chancellor’s Professor of Law and Political 
Science at the University of California, Irvine: 
Election Law Blog

• Stanford/MIT Healthy Elections Project: 
COVID-Related Election Litigation Tracker, 418 cases 
nationwide

• WISE course, Electing a President the American Way
with Jack Ross
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https://electionlawblog.org/
https://healthyelections-case-tracker.stanford.edu/cases
https://assumptionwise.org/event-3892048


How Amy Coney Barrett played a role in Bush v. Gore — and helped the 
Republican Party defend mail ballots
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/amy-coney-barrett-bush-gore/2020/10/10/594641b8-09e3-11eb-991c-be6ead8c4018_story.html
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https://electionlawblog.org/?p=115995
https://electionlawblog.org/?p=115995
https://electionlawblog.org/?p=115995
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https://www.scotusblog.com/educational-resources/the-purcell-principle-a-presumption-against-last-minute-changes-to-election-procedures/
https://www.scotusblog.com/educational-resources/the-purcell-principle-a-presumption-against-last-minute-changes-to-election-procedures/
https://www.scotusblog.com/educational-resources/the-purcell-principle-a-presumption-against-last-minute-changes-to-election-procedures/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/27/us/guns-2020-election.html
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2020/10/27/michigan-judge-halts-benson-ban-open-carry-guns-polling-places/3751933001/


• Democrats have raised more money faster
• McConnell vented that the party’s Senate 
candidates are being financially overwhelmed 
because of small-dollar contributions to ActBlue, the 
online liberal fund-raising hub.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/09/us/politics/trump-biden-sun-belt.html?referringSource=articleShare
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https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2020/10/26/map-massachusetts-towns-trump-biden-donors
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2020/10/26/map-massachusetts-towns-trump-biden-donors
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2020/10/26/map-massachusetts-towns-trump-biden-donors
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/25/us/politics/trump-biden-campaign-donations.html?referringSource=articleShare
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https://www.npr.org/2020/05/20/858347477/money-tracker-how-much-trump-and-biden-have-raised-in-the-2020-election
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/20/858347477/money-tracker-how-much-trump-and-biden-have-raised-in-the-2020-election
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/20/858347477/money-tracker-how-much-trump-and-biden-have-raised-in-the-2020-election
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http://www.electproject.org/national-1789-present
http://www.electproject.org/national-1789-present


The Untold Story of American Non-Voters - Knight Foundation, 
February 19, 2020
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https://knightfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/The-100-Million-Project_KF_Report_2020.pdf
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https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2020/10/14/deep-divisions-in-views-of-the-election-process-and-whether-it-will-be-clear-who-won/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2020/10/14/deep-divisions-in-views-of-the-election-process-and-whether-it-will-be-clear-who-won/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2020/10/14/deep-divisions-in-views-of-the-election-process-and-whether-it-will-be-clear-who-won/
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https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/polls/president-general/national/
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/polls/president-general/national/


See poll details
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/voters-neighbors-trump-biden-support-fox-news-poll
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/voters-neighbors-trump-biden-support-fox-news-poll
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/voters-neighbors-trump-biden-support-fox-news-poll
https://static.foxnews.com/foxnews.com/content/uploads/2020/10/Fox_October-3-6-2020_Complete_National_Topline_October-7-Release-1.pdf


• Three Supreme Court 
justices, 220 federal 
judges overall (and 
counting)

• Tax cuts
• ISIS debilitated
• Immigration severely 
curtailed
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Trump-Administration-ST-Highlights-2017-2020.pdf
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/27/us/politics/election-voter-turnout.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/13/us/politics/when-votes-counted.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/13/us/politics/when-votes-counted.html?referringSource=articleShare
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https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2020/how-to-find-real-election-news/
https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2020/how-to-find-real-election-news/
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