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Slides will be available on Election 2020. (Slides will be available within 15 
minutes of the start of class.)

mailto:kh@queenlake.com
https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-2020/election-2020/


Biden – 237, Trump - 214
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https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/11/04/us/trump-biden-election?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/11/04/us/trump-biden-election?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/11/04/us/trump-biden-election?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage


Biden’s Favored In Our Final Presidential Forecast, But It’s A Fine Line 
Between A Landslide And A Nail-Biter
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https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/final-2020-presidential-election-forecast/


Twitter hides Trump tweet attacking Supreme Court’s decision on 
Pennsylvania ballots
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/us/supreme-court-pennsylvania-north-carolina-absentee-ballots.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/us/supreme-court-pennsylvania-north-carolina-absentee-ballots.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/us/supreme-court-pennsylvania-north-carolina-absentee-ballots.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://techcrunch.com/2020/11/02/twitter-trump-pennsylvania-tweet-mail-in-voting-supreme-court/
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https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/scalable-fencing-erected-white-house-stores-boarded-anticipation/story?id=73977184
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/scalable-fencing-erected-white-house-stores-boarded-anticipation/story?id=73977184


• Smear tactics, skulduggery, and the début of 
American democracy.

• The First Ugly Election: America, 1800
• Did an Illuminati Conspiracy Theory Help Elect Thomas 
Jefferson?
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https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/09/17/party-time
https://daily.jstor.org/first-ugly-election-america-1800/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/03/29/illuminati-conspiracy-theory-thomas-jeffersion-1800-election-152934
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https://theconversation.com/why-theres-so-much-legal-uncertainty-about-resolving-a-disputed-presidential-election-146960
https://theconversation.com/why-theres-so-much-legal-uncertainty-about-resolving-a-disputed-presidential-election-146960
https://theconversation.com/why-theres-so-much-legal-uncertainty-about-resolving-a-disputed-presidential-election-146960


• The Ugliest, Most Contentious Presidential Election 
Ever

• Presidential Election of 1876: A Resource Guide
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https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-ugliest-most-contentious-presidential-election-ever-28429530/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/elections/election1876.html
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https://www.fastcompany.com/90570860/how-a-1920s-radio-broadcast-changed-politics-forever
https://www.fastcompany.com/90570860/how-a-1920s-radio-broadcast-changed-politics-forever
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https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/08/03/how-the-simulmatics-corporation-invented-the-future
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/08/03/how-the-simulmatics-corporation-invented-the-future
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/08/03/how-the-simulmatics-corporation-invented-the-future
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/08/03/how-the-simulmatics-corporation-invented-the-future


How the Simulmatics Corporation Invented the Future 
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085T8DHXD/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085T8DHXD/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085T8DHXD/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.thelastarchive.com/season-1/episode-5-project-x
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https://newrepublic.com/article/158821/jill-lepore-if-then-book-review-simulmatics-corporation-voter-election-predictions
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/11/09/the-trouble-with-election-projections
https://newrepublic.com/article/158821/jill-lepore-if-then-book-review-simulmatics-corporation-voter-election-predictions
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/11/09/the-trouble-with-election-projections
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The Time Nixon’s Cronies Tried to Overturn a Presidential Election
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https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/10/10/the-time-nixons-cronies-tried-to-overturn-a-presidential-election-428318
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1969/04/06/90085039.pdf?pdf_redirect=true&ip=0


RED STATE BLUES Did I Miss That Memo?, Clark Bensen
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/11/08/red-vs-blue-a-brief-history-of-how-we-use-political-colors/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/11/08/red-vs-blue-a-brief-history-of-how-we-use-political-colors/
chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html
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https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fox-news-brit-hume-browser-tabs_n_5e5e462fc5b63aaf8f5d29eb
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fox-news-brit-hume-browser-tabs_n_5e5e462fc5b63aaf8f5d29eb
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fox-news-brit-hume-browser-tabs_n_5e5e462fc5b63aaf8f5d29eb
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https://boingboing.net/2020/11/03/back-when-campaigns-were-fun-dukakis-cigarettes.html
https://boingboing.net/2020/11/03/back-when-campaigns-were-fun-dukakis-cigarettes.html
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https://www.fastcompany.com/90570609/how-a-not-yet-mature-web-covered-the-florida-recount-in-2000
https://www.fastcompany.com/90570609/how-a-not-yet-mature-web-covered-the-florida-recount-in-2000


How Amy Coney Barrett played a role in Bush v. Gore — and helped the 
Republican Party defend mail ballots
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/amy-coney-barrett-bush-gore/2020/10/10/594641b8-09e3-11eb-991c-be6ead8c4018_story.html


• Normally, federal courts don’t intervene when a 
state’s highest court rules on state law

• SCOTUS in Bush v. Gore applied a different standard, 
based on Presidential Electors Clause
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https://www.propublica.org/article/why-bush-v-gore-still-matters#1009586
https://www.propublica.org/article/why-bush-v-gore-still-matters#1009586
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/artII-S1-C2-1-1/ALDE_00001120/
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State Republican
Incumbents

Democrat

Arizona Special Election Martha McSally Mark Kelly 

Colorado Cory Gardner John Hickenlooper 

Georgia David Perdue Jon Ossoff

Georgia Special Election, 
Open Primary 

Kelly Loeffler Raphael Warnock and others

Iowa Joni Ernst  Theresa Greenfield

Maine Susan Collins Sara Gideon

Montana Steve Daines Steve Bullock

North Carolina Thom Tillis Cal Cunningham

South Carolina Lindsey Graham Jaime Harrison

Boston Globe: Nine key US Senate races 
to keep a close eye on Tuesday night

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/11/02/nation/9-key-us-senate-races-keep-close-eye/?s_campaign=breakingnews:newsletter


A Link to the Past: Will Kentucky’s Two Time Zones Affect the Election 
Results?
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https://www.uky.edu/electionlaw/analysis/link-past-will-kentuckys-two-time-zones-affect-election-results


Appeals Court Halts Decision Extending Gov. Abbott's Mask Mandate 
Inside Polling Places
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https://kstp.com/minnesota-news/supreme-court-denial-keeps-mask-mandate-at-minnesota-polls-november-2-2020/5913725/
https://kstp.com/minnesota-news/supreme-court-denial-keeps-mask-mandate-at-minnesota-polls-november-2-2020/5913725/
https://gvwire.com/2020/08/07/no-mask-required-to-vote-this-november-in-california/
https://kstp.com/minnesota-news/supreme-court-denial-keeps-mask-mandate-at-minnesota-polls-november-2-2020/5913725/
https://gvwire.com/2020/08/07/no-mask-required-to-vote-this-november-in-california/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/politics/decision-2020/federal-judge-counters-gov-abbott-says-texas-mask-mandate-must-extend-inside-polling-places/2468243/


• Why Maine’s Senate Race Will Likely Not Be Officially 
Resolved Until A Week or so After Nov. 3rd

• Massachusetts Question 2 - Create Ranked-Choice 
Voting – Yes: 45.6, No: 54.6

Election 2020 - Class 2 25

https://electionlawblog.org/?p=117884
https://www.bostonglobe.com/elections/2020/ma/Question/2%20-%20Create%20Ranked-Choice%20Voting/


PHILLIPSTON - Poll worker Barbara Sanden hand cranks ballots into the town’s vintage ballot box in 
Phillipston Town Hall Thursday October 29, 2020. T&G STAFF/BRAD PETRISHEN
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‘We don’t speculate’: How AP 
counts votes and calls races

https://www.vox.com/videos/2020/11/3/21548310/election-results-count-votes-which-states
https://www.vox.com/videos/2020/11/3/21548310/election-results-count-votes-which-states
https://www.telegram.com/picture-gallery/news/2020/10/31/early-voting/6092990002/
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-virus-outbreak-legislature-state-elections-national-elections-de1dd31143d87b722a453f53788bc924
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https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/man-arrested-after-desantis-discovers-someone-changed-his-address-in-voter-database/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/man-arrested-after-desantis-discovers-someone-changed-his-address-in-voter-database/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/man-arrested-after-desantis-discovers-someone-changed-his-address-in-voter-database/


• 2016 Nonvoters, a Key Prize for Biden and Trump, Turn 
Out in Droves

• 20 million Americans didn’t vote in 2016′s closest 
battlegrounds
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/30/us/politics/pennsylvania-trump-biden-early-voting.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2020/10/30/2016-nonvoters-2020-turnout/?arc404=true
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https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/04/biden-miami-cubans-election-2020-433999
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/04/biden-miami-cubans-election-2020-433999
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https://flowingdata.com/2020/11/03/early-voting-by-state/
https://flowingdata.com/2020/11/03/early-voting-by-state/


9 questions about 2020’s record-breaking early vote, answered
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https://www.axios.com/texas-early-voting-2020-surpasses-2016-total-turnout-3b28b6a5-99ef-4ad1-b7c8-1510f39aca4d.html
https://www.axios.com/texas-early-voting-2020-surpasses-2016-total-turnout-3b28b6a5-99ef-4ad1-b7c8-1510f39aca4d.html
https://www.vox.com/21527600/early-vote-explained


eBook available at academic and public libraries
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1 Prosecuting a President
2 The Presidential Self-Pardon Controversy
3 Removing a “Disabled” President
4 The Line of Succession Controversy
5 Impeaching an Ex-President
6 The Third-Term Controversy
7 Getting Out of Trouble

https://www.amazon.com/Constitutional-Cliffhangers-Legal-Presidents-Enemies/dp/0300123515
https://www.amazon.com/Constitutional-Cliffhangers-Legal-Presidents-Enemies/dp/0300123515
https://www.amazon.com/Constitutional-Cliffhangers-Legal-Presidents-Enemies/dp/0300123515
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1njm7j


'You are no longer my mother': A 
divided America will struggle to 
heal after Trump era
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-trump-families/you-are-no-longer-my-mother-how-the-election-is-dividing-american-families-idUSKBN27I16E


Biden jumps the gun
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https://theweek.com/speedreads/947695/biden-jumps-gun


• The “shy Trump voters” debate, explained
• Electoral models
• State polling is harder than national polling because state 
idiosyncrasies matter more

• Poll: 62% of Americans Say They Have Political Views 
They’re Afraid to Share
• Up from 58% in 2017
• Majorities of Democrats (52%), independents (59%) and 
Republicans (77%) all agree they have political opinions they 
are afraid to share.
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https://www.vox.com/2020/11/1/21544644/shy-trump-voters-polling-error-explained
https://www.cato.org/publications/survey-reports/poll-62-americans-say-they-have-political-views-theyre-afraid-share


• Twitter suspends recently created right-wing news 
accounts posting about U.S. elections for 
'coordination’

• The FBI is investigating misleading robocalls in key 
states like Michigan

Election 2020 - Class 2 36

https://boingboing.net/2020/11/03/twitter-suspends-recently-created-right-wing-news-accounts-posting-about-u-s-elections-for-coordination.html
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2020/11/3/21547955/misinformation-robocalls-michigan-nebraska-iowa-kansas
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2020/11/3/21547955/misinformation-robocalls-michigan-nebraska-iowa-kansas
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https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20201101/16264445627/shiva-ayyadurais-lawsuit-against-massachusetts-official-actually-raises-interesting-1st-amendment-question-about-election.shtml
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20201101/16264445627/shiva-ayyadurais-lawsuit-against-massachusetts-official-actually-raises-interesting-1st-amendment-question-about-election.shtml
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20201101/16264445627/shiva-ayyadurais-lawsuit-against-massachusetts-official-actually-raises-interesting-1st-amendment-question-about-election.shtml
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20201101/16264445627/shiva-ayyadurais-lawsuit-against-massachusetts-official-actually-raises-interesting-1st-amendment-question-about-election.shtml


• The Nevada Supreme Court has denied an 
emergency request by President Donald Trump’s re-
election campaign and the state Republican Party to 
immediately order Clark County election officials to 
stop processing mail ballots.

• COVID-19 and the Most Litigated Presidential Election 
in Recent U.S. History

• COVID-Related Election Litigation Tracker: Case List: 
434 cases (11/2/2020 2:00 PM), 451 (11/4/2020 1:15 
PM)
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https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/trump-campaign-nv-gop-file-emergency-appeal-to-state-supreme-court-to-limit-mail-ballot-counting-in-clark-county
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/covid-19-most-litigated-presidential-election-in-recent-us-history/
https://healthyelections-case-tracker.stanford.edu/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/us/supreme-court-election-cases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/us/supreme-court-election-cases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/us/supreme-court-election-cases.html
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https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/gun-sales-first-time-buyers-skyrocket-amid-fears-bloody-election-n1243510
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/gun-sales-first-time-buyers-skyrocket-amid-fears-bloody-election-n1243510
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/gun-sales-first-time-buyers-skyrocket-amid-fears-bloody-election-n1243510
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/gun-sales-first-time-buyers-skyrocket-amid-fears-bloody-election-n1243510
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/gun-sales-first-time-buyers-skyrocket-amid-fears-bloody-election-n1243510
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https://www.mediamatters.org/roger-stone/roger-stone-if-trump-wins-rod-rosenstein-and-other-coup-plotters-must-be-hung-neck
https://www.mediamatters.org/roger-stone/roger-stone-if-trump-wins-rod-rosenstein-and-other-coup-plotters-must-be-hung-neck
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/us/politics/2020-race-money.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/us/politics/2020-race-money.html?referringSource=articleShare


Q Mr. President, you spent $60 million in that primary. How much are you 
talking about putting into your campaign now? 
THE PRESIDENT: Whatever it takes. We have to win.

Remarks by President Trump Before Air Force One Departure | Joint Base Andrews, MD
Issued on: September 8, 2020
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https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/522266-trump-has-not-donated-to-his-own-reelection-campaign
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/522266-trump-has-not-donated-to-his-own-reelection-campaign
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-air-force-one-departure-joint-base-andrews-md-090820/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-air-force-one-departure-joint-base-andrews-md-090820/
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