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Preview of coming attractionsMcLuhan’s backgroundBiographyPublicationsMass media presenceKey conceptsThe Medium is the MessageTechnology as an extension of our bodies and mindsTetrad
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https://trends.google.com/trends/explore/TIMESERIES/1616409600?hl=en-US&tz=240&date=today+5-y&geo=US&q=%2Fm%2F04y4j&sni=3


The computer is the most extraordinary of man's technological 
clothing; it's an extension of our central nervous system. Beside it, the 
wheel is a mere hula-hoop.
Marshall McLuhan – War and Peace in the Global Village
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For example, the Christian concept of the mystical body–all men 
as members of the body of Christ–this becomes technologically a 
fact under electronic conditions.

Stearn, Gerard Emanuel, ed. McLuhan: Hot & Cool. New York: Signet Books, 
1967.

Marshal McLuhan - Class 1



Marshal McLuhan - Class 1



New York Times, Alexander Stile, October 14, 2000 [Link]
McLuhan listed as “Patron Sailt” of Wired magazine, starting with its first issue in 1993
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https://www.nytimes.com/2000/10/14/arts/marshall-mcluhan-back-dustbin-history-with-internet-his-ideas-again-seem-ahead.html
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Herbert Marshall McLuhan was born in Edmonton, Alberta on July 21, 1911. His family moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba after his father, Herbert, was discharged from the army in 1915. Marshall attended Winnipeg schools:Earl Grey Junior High SchoolKelvin Technical High SchoolMcLuhan attended Earl Grey in the 1920s, as did Neil Young, 40 years later, composing this essay

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/earlgreyschool2.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/Young-Neil-The-Sugar-Mountain-Years-596105597107539/photos/pcb.778335112217919/778334822217948
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enrolled in the University of Manitoba in 1928. He studied engineering for a year before changing his major to English Literature. He received his B.A. with honours in 1932 and  an M.A. in 1934. 

https://digitalcollections.lib.umanitoba.ca/islandora/object/uofm%3A2317


Cambridge University: B.A., 1936; M.A., 1939; Ph.D., 1942
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cambridge required a second B.A., followed by a Master’s and DoctoratePh. D. thesis: The Place of Thomas Nashe in the Learning of His Time, published as The Classical Triviumthe training of perceptionLargely influenced by the writing of C.K. Chesterton, McLuhan converted to Catholicism in 1937, while at Cambridge.(My mother and others would paraphrase Chesterton’s quip to say, “Anything worth doing is worth doing badly.”http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/130/pg130.html#id00079:~:text=These%20things%20we%20want%20a%20man%20to%20do%20for%20himself%2C%20even%20if%20he%20does%20them%20badly.



Or, maybe, it was Holy Thursday, 1936, [Link]
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Presentation Notes
Coupland says March 30, 1937Baptized in Toronto in 1937 by Father Gerald PhelanHoly Thursday, March 25, 1937 [Link]Maundy Thursday 1937 [Link]

https://www.amazon.com/Marshall-McLuhan-Know-Nothing-Work/dp/1935633163
https://www.amazon.com/Marshall-McLuhan-Know-Nothing-Work/dp/1935633163
https://secondnaturejournal.com/passion-and-precision-the-faith-of-marshall-mcluhan/
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Corrine was born in Texas. She met Marshall’s mother, Elsie, in an acting class in Pasadena. Elsie thought that Corrine would be a great match for her son. They had six children, many of whom continued to develop and publish Marshall’s work after his death in 1980. Corrine died in 2008.
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Presentation Notes
Thomas Nashe, Elizabethan-era playwrightTrivium: The trivium is the lower division of the seven liberal arts and comprises grammar, logic, and rhetoric.[1]�McLuhan wrote that St. Augustine regarded grammar to be at once the mode of science and theology.From review: The Classical Trivium [Link]

https://www.amazon.com/Classical-Trivium-Place-Thomas-Learning/dp/1584232358
https://www.amazon.com/Classical-Trivium-Place-Thomas-Learning/dp/1584232358
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https://www.films.com/ecTitleDetail.aspx?TitleID=165576
https://www.films.com/ecTitleDetail.aspx?TitleID=165576
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Analysis of advertising and its impact on sex roles and contemporary culture

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0006ASTX4/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_thcv_p1_i9
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0006ASTX4/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_thcv_p1_i9
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Presentation Notes
Breakthrough bookPublished in 1964

https://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Media-Extensions-Marshall-McLuhan/dp/B001PB7N0S
https://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Media-Extensions-Marshall-McLuhan/dp/B001PB7N0S


The Medium is the Massage [Link]
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Presentation Notes
1967 The title was a typesetting error that McLuhan liked and kept

https://www.amazon.com/Medium-Massage-Marshall-McLuhan/dp/1584230703
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https://www.amazon.com/Salmon-Doubt-Hitchhikers-Guide-Galaxy/dp/0345455290
https://www.amazon.com/Salmon-Doubt-Hitchhikers-Guide-Galaxy/dp/0345455290
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McLuhan and Language
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Look Here

Rather than 
here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
McLuhan plays with language to get us to look at things differently.



Medium – generic, any device or substance that facilitates the transfer of information 
Media – current notions of press, radio, TV, Internet, et al.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that McLuhan doesn’t maintain consistent definitions and usage of his terms. A medium can be, in some sense, any technological advance that extends human capability.Water, as a medium, changes what we see
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First telegraph message, 24 May 1844.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Messages could now travel faster than the human carrying them. Yes, smoke signals date to 200 BCE when they were used along the Great Wall in China. Smoke signals are weather-dependent, don’t work well at night, and aren’t secret.Carrier pigeons may have been used as early as 1000 BCE

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mcc.019/?st=gallery
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Gentlemen, the General Electric Company makes a considerable 
portion of its profits from electric light bulbs, but it is not yet 
discovered that it is not in the light bulb business but in the business 
of moving information.

– Marshall McLuhan
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chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html
chrome-extension://mhjfbmdgcfjbbpaeojofohoefgiehjai/index.html
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Writing
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"Grammar" is applied to any medium of communication, 
therefore, implies the ability to translate the modal power 
of that medium into some other medium, whether speech 
or photograph.

Report on Project in Understanding New Media [Link]
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s said that Napoleon understood the grammar of gunpowder. We’ve yet to understand the power of atomic weapons.

http://blogs.ubc.ca/nfriesen/files/2014/11/McLuhanRoPiUNM.pdf
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
McLuhan argues that, within print culture, legitimacy was conferred on book learning. In a meritocracy, your credibility is based on your ability to live and succeed within the bounds of print. There might be other paths to power, such as lineage, brute force, and money, but print culture was and is what’s taught in schools. 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/abraham-lincoln-boyhood-in-indiana-1816-to-1830.htm
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
From: Report on Project in Understanding New Media prepared for and published by The National Association of Educational Broadcasters (NAEB) for the Department of Education, Washington, D.C., 1960visual SC, or Subjective Completion.LD – Low DefinitionHD – High DefinitionSI, or Structural Impact, refers to sensory impressions as they affect the beholder or audience.



China’s Satellite TV Project Brings Services To Rural Housholds [Link]
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http://www.cnfocus.com/chinas-satellite-tv-project-brings-rural-households-in-africa-services/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeDnPP6ntic&t=304s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeDnPP6ntic&t=304s





Paul Levinson: A Tetrad on the Selfie [Link]
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https://mcluhangalaxy.wordpress.com/2014/04/14/paul-levinson-a-tetrad-on-the-selfie-an-explanation-of-mcluhans-tetrads/
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•Access to 
music and 
audio content 
at home

• Isolation 
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performers 
(“Greatest Hits”)

• Fixed expressions

•Amateur 
performances

•Professional 
performances

• Access to music 
and audio 
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• Control of 
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(into)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enhances hands/arms, safety, convenienceObsoletes manual effort and the people whose job it is to perform those tasksRetrieves ease of movement, a world without doorsReverses into doormen for the richWeinberger on automated door openers and doormen



“I’ve always been very careful never to predict anything that has not 
already happened.” — Marshall McLuhan
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