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About this course

Date Topic
10/26 The Tale of General Ludd
11/2 Romantics, Workers, and Marxists
11/9 The word for today is techno-determinism.
11/16 The Neo-Luddites
11/30 Rebels Against the Digital Age

Karl Hakkarainen
kh@queenlake.com 
Slides, videos, and reference materials available on 
https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-fall-2023/the-legend-of-ned-ludd/ 
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Questions? 
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Frankenstein and the Luddites

https://en.internationalism.org/icconline/201308/9079/frankenstein-and-luddites
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Luddism, Medievalism and Women's History in Shirley: Charlotte 
Brontë's Revisionist Tactics
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… as Bronte conceives it, history is twice made, first by the 
men and women who live it and then by the historians who 
record, redefine and reshape it. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1345939
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1345939


George Gordon, born in January 1788, died in 1824 while fighting in Greece. 
(Blood-letting didn’t help.)
He become sixth Baron Byron of Rochdale when his great-uncle, “Wicked” 
Lord Byron, died in 1798. He inherited the  ancestral home, Newstead 
Abbey in Nottinghamshire.
Ref. to Baron Lord Jeffreys was a hanging judge in the late 17th century in the 
Monmouth Rebellion who sentenced 200 people to death by hanging, 800 sent to 
Australia, and hundreds more to flogging
The Works of Lord Byron 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Works_of_Lord_Byron/i8lCAQAAMA
AJ
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Lord Byron Defends the Luddites in his Maiden Speech in the House of 
Lords, February 1812

But suppose it past,—suppose one of these men, as I have 
seen them meagre with famine, sullen with despair, careless 
of a life which your lordships are perhaps about to value at 
something less than the price of a stocking-frame; suppose 
this man surrounded by those children for whom he is unable 
to procure bread at the hazard of his existence, about to be 
torn for ever from a family which he lately supported in 
peaceful industry, and which it is not his fault than he can no 
longer so support; suppose this man—and there are ten 
thousand such from whom you may select your victims,—
dragged into court to be tried for this new offence, by this new 
law,—still there are two things wanting to convict and 
condemn him, and these are, in my opinion, twelve butchers 
for a jury, and a Jefferies for a judge!”
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https://historyofinformation.com/detail.php?id=4654
https://historyofinformation.com/detail.php?id=4654
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The Masque of Anarchy, Percy Bysshe Shelley 
Written in 1819 in response to the Peterloo 
Massacre, published in 1832, after Shelley’s death

https://archive.org/details/masqueanarchyap00huntgoog/page/n6/mode/2up
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Queen Mab By Percy Bysshe Shelley · 1832
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https://www.google.com/books/edition/Queen_Mab/JWRXKV3zq14C?hl=en
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Peterloo Massacre in Manchester (1819)
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15 died, 700 injured when cavalry attacked 
protesters 
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Cobbett's Evening Post, 24 Feb.1820.

The Legend of Ned Ludd - 2 12



13

The Swing Riots of the 1830s

Captain Swing and the last great rising of agricultural labourers

%3ca%20href=%22http:/protesthistory.org.uk/moors/rural-resistance-and-the-swing-riots
https://ageofrevolution.org/captain-swing-and-the-last-great-rising-of-agricultural-labourers/
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The riots spread south and east

https://unassumingeconomist.com/2019/04/the-captain-swing-riots-workers-and-threshing-machines-in-the-1830s/
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Rebecca and Her Daughters – 1839-43
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Male farmers and labourers – many of them dressed in 
women’s clothes – rioted in protest against unfair laws and 
taxes, low wages and toll roads.

15

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/rebecca-riots/
https://ageofrevolution.org/200-object/rebecca-and-her-daughters/
https://ageofrevolution.org/200-object/rebecca-and-her-daughters/
https://ageofrevolution.org/200-object/rebecca-and-her-daughters/
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Malcolm Thomis, The Luddites: Machine-Breaking in Regency England. Ashgate, p 168

If the Luddites of 1812 were slow to learn their economic lessons about the 
impossibility of resistance to technological change, workmen of later generations 
have been equally slow.
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Gender and machine-breaking: violence and mechanization at the dawn 
of the industrial age (England and France 1750-1850)
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https://journals.openedition.org/cliowgh/284
https://journals.openedition.org/cliowgh/284


The Luddite Movement in France - https://www.jstor.org/stable/1898836
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The Industrial Revolution in England. The Great French Revolution and Its 
Influence upon Germany.
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/riazanov/works/1927-ma/ch01.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/riazanov/works/1927-ma/ch01.htm
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Girl Power in 1824: The First Factory Strike in America
Pawtucket, Rhode Island. Mill owners increased working hours with no additional pay and 
cut pay of power-loom weavers by 25%. The weavers affected were all women and girls aged 
15 to 30, whom were previously being paid "extravagant wages for young women," according 
to the employer
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Josiah Warren’s printing sabotaged by printers
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Evansville, Ohio 1840
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https://www.google.com/books/edition/Radicals_for_Capitalism/BOrT8tMMS5AC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=66&pg=PT48&printsec=frontcover
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Jacobins, Chartists, and Socialists
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And now for something completely different



Bing Image Creator: feudal lord shakes hands with industrialist
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The hand-mill gives you society with the feudal lord; the steam-mill 
society with the industrial capitalist. – Karl Marx, 1867
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/subject/hist-mat/pov-phil/ch02.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/subject/hist-mat/pov-phil/ch02.htm
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Karl Marx,  Das Kapital, Chapter 15

Every organ of sense is injured in an equal degree by artificial elevation of the 
temperature, by the dust-laden atmosphere, by the deafening noise, not to 
mention danger to life and limb among the thickly crowded machinery, which, 
with the regularity of the seasons, issues its list of the killed and wounded in the 
industrial battle.
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Karl Marx, Grundrisse: Notebook VI / VII – The Chapter on Capital

The science which compels the inanimate limbs of the machinery, by their 
construction, to act purposefully, as an automaton, does not exist in the worker’s 
consciousness, but rather acts upon him through the machine as an alien power, 
as the power of the machine itself.
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1857/grundrisse/ch13.htm
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Marx, Grundrisse, Notebook VII

Nature builds no machines, no locomotives, 
railways, electric telegraphs, self-acting 
mules etc. These are products of human 
industry; natural material transformed into 
organs of the human will over nature, or of 
human participation in nature. They are 
organs of the human brain, created by the 
human hand; the power of knowledge, 
objectified.
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Rational Communism The Present and the Future Republic of North America

The Legend of Ned Ludd - 2 29

This is the great age of invention and mechanical 
improvements, and the introduction of labor-
saving machinery should have had the effect of 
turning millions from mechanical to agricultural 
pursuits, or, if not needed there, to the 
construction of public improvements and the 
embellishment of the earth; but such has not been 
the case. Instead, this surplus horde hang about 
the manufacturing establishments, working on 
half- time and drawing half-pay, the sufferers from 
the very inventions which, admirable as they are, 
add not a jot to the world's wealth or the people's 
comfort and happiness.

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Rational_Communism/aw46AAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0


Old Communism of the colonies and religious societies
New Communism from Marx
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Communism in America By Henry Ammon James · 1879
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https://www.google.com/books/edition/Communism_in_America/g2D37nC6_LwC?hl=en&gbpv=0
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The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte by Karl Marx
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Accordingly, the reviving of the dead in those revolutions served the purpose of 
glorifying the new struggles, not of parodying the old; it served the purpose of 
exaggerating to the imagination the given task, not to recoil before its practical 
solution; it served the purpose of rekindling the revolutionary spirit, not to trot out 
its ghost.

Man makes his own history, but he does not make it out of the whole 
cloth; he does not make it out of conditions chosen by himself, but out 
of such as he finds close at hand.

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1346/1346-h/1346-h.htm
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The German Ideology, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 1846
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For as soon as the distribution of labour comes into being, each man has a 
particular, exclusive sphere of activity, which is forced upon him and from which 
he cannot escape. He is a hunter, a fisherman, a herdsman, or a critical critic, and 
must remain so if he does not want to lose his means of livelihood; while in 
communist society, where nobody has one exclusive sphere of activity but each 
can become accomplished in any branch he wishes, society regulates the general 
production and thus makes it possible for me to do one thing today and 
another tomorrow, to hunt in the morning, fish in the afternoon, rear cattle in 
the evening, criticise after dinner, just as I have a mind, without ever 
becoming hunter, fisherman, herdsman or critic.
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Letter on Machine-Breaking, The Westminster Review, 1831

If, after emerging from Noah's Ark, people had 
said, "This is a plough ; and by harnessing the 
clean beasts to it, you would do six times as much 
work as with a spade ; therefore break the plough , 
and take the spade . Your wife too has a spindle, 
with which she can spin so many threads an hour; 
but I could show her a way, that would not spin 
half as much. Let us be machine - breakers ; and 
then we shall all be comfortable."
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A fantasy, counterfactual novel where the Luddites win, Victoria abdicates, and 
socialism prevails
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The Future Encyclopedia of Luddism – what if the Luddites had won?
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https://thereader.mitpress.mit.edu/the-future-encyclopedia-of-luddism/
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1908 July 30, The Cincinnati Price Current, An Economical Idea 
(Acknowledgement to Philadelphia Press)
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https://www.google.com/books/edition/Grain_World/wWlo2Q3F324C?hl=en
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The Luddites, in some measure, were Ezekielites
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Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots 
thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all the leaves 
of her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots 
thereof. 
Ezekiel 17-9,KJV
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Romantics see utopia in the past ; socialists see it in the future;.
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“We do not ride on the railroad; it rides upon us. ” – HDT, Walden
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Failed utopia in New Harmony, Indiana -
https://www.newlanark.org/introducing-robert-owen
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New Lanark established as a socialist utopia by Robert Owen in 1799
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https://www.newlanark.org/introducing-robert-owen
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October 11, 1841 – Utopians Purchase Brook Farm
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https://www.massmoments.org/moment-details/utopians-purchase-brook-farm.html
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Thoreau avoided news of Europe; Margaret Fuller wrote about it.
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“The political is being merged in with the social struggle; it is well; whatever blood is 
to be shed, whatever altars cast down.” – Fuller, reporting on the 1848 Paris revolts 
for Horace Greeley’s Tribune

https://www.massmoments.org/moment-details/writer-margaret-fuller-born.html


https://www.historicnorthampton.org/northamptons-silk-industry.html

44
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The Florence (Mass.) silk mills

https://sojournertruthmemorial.org/walking-tour-map/samuel-whitmarshs-12/


https://connecticuthistory.org/the-wallingford-oneida-community/
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The Oneida Christian Perfectionists
The scandalous story behind a popular 
silverware brand: free love, religion and eugenics
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The Wallingford Oneida Community

https://daily.jstor.org/oneida-community-moves-oc/
https://news.usc.edu/the-scandalous-story-behind-a-popular-silverware-brand-free-love-religion-and-eugenics/
https://news.usc.edu/the-scandalous-story-behind-a-popular-silverware-brand-free-love-religion-and-eugenics/
https://connecticuthistory.org/the-wallingford-oneida-community/


Anabaptists split from mainstream Protestants around 1525.
Adult baptism
”Free church” separated from state control

First Amish arrived in America in the early 18th century, settling in Pennsylvania
PBS – Amish in America
Several amish men got Shunned today when the emergency alert test came 
across the phone 🤣🤣
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Were/are the Amish Luddites?
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The Amish rejected connection to the electric 
grid in 1920. Batteries to start engines were ok.

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/amish-in-america/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqCeuF5uT0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqCeuF5uT0E
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Henry David Thoreau, Walden; or, Life in the woods

The Legend of Ned Ludd - 2 47

https://archive.org/details/waldenorlifei00thor/page/40/mode/2up
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Arnold Toynbee - Lectures on the Industrial Revolution
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https://www.sjsu.edu/people/cynthia.rostankowski/courses/HUM2AF13/s3/Reader-Lecture-27-Industrial-Revolution.pdf
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“March of Intellect” Cartoons (1828–29)
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https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/march-of-the-intellect/


Materiam superabat opus: The work exceeded the material
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The philosophy of manufactures by Andrew Ure
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Andrew Ure's Explanation and Promotion of the 
Factory System as a Self-Regulating Automaton

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044010389476&view=1up&seq=11&page=root&size=100
https://www.historyofinformation.com/detail.php?id=4530
https://www.historyofinformation.com/detail.php?id=4530
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The self-acting mule
Richard Roberts invention in response to worker 
protests (Why we should never listen to the Luddites)

https://todayinsci.com/R/Roberts_Richard/RobertsRichard-Bio.htm
https://capx.co/why-we-should-never-listen-to-the-luddites/
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To the Editor of the Press, Christchurch, New Zealand, 13 June, 1863.
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Day by day, however, the machines are gaining ground upon us; day by day we are 
becoming more subservient to them; more men are daily bound down as slaves to 
tend them, more men are daily devoting the energies of their whole lives to the 
development of mechanical life. The upshot is simply a question of time, but that 
the time will come when the machines will hold the real supremacy over the world 
and its inhabitants is what no person of a truly philosophic mind can for a 
moment question.

https://web.archive.org/web/20060524131242/http:/www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-ButFir-t1-g1-t1-g1-t4-body.html
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Charles A. Beard, 
“Time, Technology, and the Creative Spirit in Political Science”

Under the convulsive pressures of technology pouring through time, turning 
social orders into ever-new kaleidoscopic patterns, all thought, all policies, and 
all actions in the sphere of statecraft -political science-must be formulated 
unless, forsooth, we are to resort to utopias and academic sterilities.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1945535


Reid, R.W. Land of Lost Content: The Luddite Revolt, 1812. in Cardinal by Sphere, 
1986. https://books.google.com/books?id=Xd4gAAAAMAAJ. 
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“No group can afford to pay lip-service to one unalterable characteristic 
of technology… Technology is irreversible.” – R. W. Reid
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