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About this course

Date Topic
10/26 The Tale of General Ludd
11/2 Romantics and Marxists
11/9 The word for today is techno-determinism.
11/16 The Neo-Luddites
11/30 Rebels Against the Digital Age

Karl Hakkarainen
kh@queenlake.com 
Slides, videos, and reference materials available on 
https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-fall-2023/the-legend-of-ned-ludd/ 
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Questions?
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Japan rejected guns after using them in the late 16th century and the first half 
of the 17th century and returned to the use of swords and armor. The episode 
is recounted in Giving Up the Gun: Japan's Reversion to the Sword, 1543-
1879 by Noel Perrin (Boulder, 1980). – John Chinian
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Gun ownership and control

https://web.archive.org/web/20180619120414/http:/www.smallarmssurvey.org/de/about-us/highlights/2018/highlight-bp-firearms-holdings.html
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Worldwide cellphone ownership and usage

https://datareportal.com/global-digital-overview
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The News and Eastern Townships Advocate (St. Johns, Quebec, July 1964)

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=863&dat=19640730&id=EM0tAAAAIBAJ&sjid=wCoDAAAAIBAJ&pg=2772,439715
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Weather Underground

https://www.fbi.gov/history/famous-cases/weather-underground-bombings
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Future Shock, Alvin Toffler (1970)

The incipient worldwide movement for control of technology, however, must not 
be permitted to fall into the hands of irresponsible technophobes, nihilists and 
Rousseauian romantics. For the power of the technological drive is too great to be 
stopped by Luddite paroxysms. Worse yet, reckless attempts to halt technology 
will produce results quite as destructive as reckless attempts to advance it.
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Is It O.K. To Be A Luddite? – Thomas Pynchon, NYT, October 1984

https://www.nytimes.com/1984/10/28/books/is-it-ok-to-be-a-luddite.html
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Notes toward a Neo-Luddite Manifesto, Chellis Glendenning

https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/chellis-glendinning-notes-toward-a-neo-luddite-manifesto
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“Notes toward a Neo-Luddite Manifesto” by 
Chellis Glendinning
Principles of Neo-Luddism
• Neo-Luddites are not anti-technology.
• All technologies are political.
• The personal view of technology is 

dangerously limited.

Program for the Future
• As a move toward dealing with the 

consequences of modern technologies 
and preventing further destruction of 
life, we favor the dismantling of the 
following destructive technologies

• We favor a search for new 
technological forms.

• We favor the creation of technologies in 
which politics, morality, ecology, and 
technics are merged for the benefit of 
life on Earth.

• We favor the development of a life-
enhancing worldview in Western 
technological societies.

https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/chellis-glendinning-notes-toward-a-neo-luddite-manifesto
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America's New Luddites: Pulling The Plug on Progress
“One member smashes computers with a sledgehammer. 
Another swapped his car for a horse.”

https://www.proquest.com/docview/250635287?accountid=36120
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Plain Magazine of Life Land and Spirit #12 Second Luddite Congress 
063021ame (eBay)

https://www.ebay.com/itm/334075793108
https://www.ebay.com/itm/334075793108
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The Second Luddite Conference – 1996 
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Second Luddite Congress – 1996 
• The first, probably 1811, but maybe 

not
• Stillwater (Friends) Meeting House 

in Barnesville, Ohio,  April 1996
• 350 attendees
• Kirkpatrick Sale said that violence 

was dangerous and counter-
productive. He said that he tried to 
warn the Unabomber of this.

• “The technology in service to false 
gods that has made all the rest of it 
possible, that is in fact behind all 
those other ills and evils.” – Nicole 
Fox



Against Technology: Steven Jones
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“Army of redressers” or “deluded technophobe”
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https://www.amazon.com/Against-Technology-Neo-Luddism-Steven-Jones/dp/0415978688
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Kurt Vonnegut at Smith College, Eugene Register-Guard, December 2000

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1310&dat=20001231&id=dU9WAAAAIBAJ&sjid=n-sDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6710,8876521
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Neo-Luddite Unease, The Michigan Daily, June 2001

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2706&dat=20010611&id=RfJJAAAAIBAJ&sjid=BB4NAAAAIBAJ&pg=3448,467886


21

Neo-Luddism facts for kids

“Kid-oriented results” about the Unabomber

https://kids.kiddle.co/Neo-Luddism


Born in Chicago on May 22, 1942. Entered Harvard at 16. M.S and Ph.D. from 
Michigan. Teaching at U.C., Berkeley 1968-69. Moved to Montana in 1971.
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What he did

• In nearly 20 years, he sent or placed 16 bombs that killed three and 
injured 20.
• First bomb, injuring a professor at Northwestern University in 1978, 

last, a fatality, in 1995.
• His nom de guerre was based on the FBI acronym for the case: UNA for 

United Airlines, where a bomb exploded on Flight 444, and BOM, for 
bomber. There were no fatalities, but passengers were treated for 
smoke inhalation. (A separate definition of the acronym came from 
University and Airline Bombing.)
• His manifesto, Industrial Society and Its Future, was published in 1995.



24

The Wave of the Future (The Saturday Review, June 13, 1970)

The bleeding hearts and the ignorant old geezers who are still living in the past 
think the advance of technology could take away some of our freedom. But this is 
superstitious nonsense. Exactly the opposite is true. The science of tomorrow will 
make it possible to have far more freedom than we have today. In fact, by the year 
3000, we will be able to eliminate all laws, because people will be fixed so they will 
never even want to do anything that isn't for the good of society. Each baby when it 
is born will have its mind adjusted by scientists so that it will grow up to be a 
healthy, happy, public-spirited citizen, anxious to be useful to the community.
And if anybody doesn't like all this, the psychologists of the future will be able to fix 
him so he does like it.

https://www.thetedkarchive.com/library/ted-kaczynski-the-wave-of-the-future
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“UNABOM” case, code-named for the UNiversity and Airline BOMbing
targets – FBI report

Luddites-4

https://www.fbi.gov/history/famous-cases/unabomber


CIA’s MK-Ultra program: 993 World Trade Center terrorist Ramzi Yousef
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Ted Kaczynski’s Connection to MK-Ultra Explained
Harvard and the Unabomber : the education of an American 
terrorist

https://themessenger.com/news/ted-kaczynskis-connection-to-mkultra-explained
https://archive.org/details/harvardunabomber00chas
https://archive.org/details/harvardunabomber00chas
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First Bomb
Injured a security guard at Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Illinois, in May 1978. 

https://www.archivesfoundation.org/newsletter/the-unabomber/
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Second bombing – May 9, 1978
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A copy of Al Gore’s Earth in the Balance found at Kaczynski’s cabin
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The Manifesto, September 22, 1995

INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY AND ITS FUTURE 
Introduction
1. The Industrial Revolution and its consequences have been a disaster for the human race. 

They have greatly increased the life-expectancy of those of us who live in “advanced” 
countries, but they have destabilized society, have made life unfulfilling, have subjected 
human beings to indignities, have led to widespread psychological suffering (in the Third 
World to physical suffering as well) and have inflicted severe damage on the natural world. 
The continued development of technology will worsen the situation. It will certainly subject 
human beings to greater indignities and inflict greater damage on the natural world, it will 
probably lead to greater social disruption and psychological suffering, and it may lead to 
increased physical suffering even in “advanced” countries.

…

The leftist is oriented toward large-scale collectivism. He emphasizes the duty of the 
individual to serve society and the duty of society to take care of the individual. He 
has a negative attitude toward individualism. He often takes a moralistic tone. He 
tends to be for gun control, for sex education and other psychologically 
“enlightened” educational methods, for social planning, for affirmative action, for 
multiculturalism. He tends to identify with victims. He tends to be against 
competition and against violence, but he often finds excuses for those leftists who 
do commit violence. He is fond of using the common catch- phrases of the left, like 
“racism,” “sexism,” “homophobia,” “capitalism,” “imperialism,” “neocolonialism,” 
“genocide,” “social change,” “social justice,” “social responsibility.” Maybe the best 
diagnostic trait of the leftist is his tendency to sympathize with the following 
movements: feminism, gay rights, ethnic rights, disability rights, animal rights, 
political correctness. Anyone who strongly sympathizes with ALL of these 
movements is almost certainly a leftist.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/unabomber/manifesto.text.htm
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Is There Method In His Madness? – Kirkpatrick Sale

Kirkpatrick Sale 01-19-96 Air date

What's surprising about all this, though, is that it reads as if the Unabomber thinks he's the 
first person who ever worked out such ideas. It is hard to believe, but he seems woefully 
ignorant of the long Luddistic strain in Western thought going back at least to William Blake 
and Mary Shelley, and he does not once cite any of the great modern critics of technology 
such as Lewis Mumford, Jacques Ellul, Paul Goodman, Max Weber, E.F. Schumacher or 
Rachel Carson, nor any of the contemporary laborers in this vineyard.

That failure to ground himself in the Luddistic tradition, where both utopian and dystopian 
models proliferate, may be the reason that the Unabomber is so weak on envisioning the 
future, particularly the kind of revolution he seems to want.

https://web.archive.org/web/20090502000634/http:/w2.eff.org/Censorship/Terrorism_militias/sale_unabomber.analysis
https://youtu.be/YuRdRPtmPbk?si=lAqrbwh4S6DA4j6d
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Finding Ted

https://youtu.be/vItWgWeLe9o?si=DHNRYf1lUJHg79MP
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ABC News Report – April 3, 1996

https://youtu.be/c9iJZfnbXjY?si=_Q6s27iYJTFxPbSL


Montana Freemen were an anti-government militant Christian Patriot group 
based outside the town of Jordan, Montana, "Justus Township" and had declared 
their leaders and followers "sovereign citizens” Standoff with FBI agents, there to 
arrest the members on charges related to bank fraud and threatening Federal 
officials, started on March 25, 1996, and lasted 81 days. They surrendered on 
June 14, 1996.
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Meanwhile, just down the road…

Montana Freemen standoff

https://billingsgazette.com/retrospective-montana-freemen-standoff/collection_3811ff9b-d3e3-59b5-a134-9074af2e2ca5.html
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NYT, April 7, 1996

https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1996/04/07/058769.html?pageNumber=117


Ted’s brother David made this statement in a deposition to the FBI, quoted in 
Harvard and the Unabomber : the education of an American terrorist, by 
Alston Chase, p.332
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Why did Ted Kaczynski call The Technological Society as his Bible?

The Legend of Ned Ludd - 3

Jacques Ellul's technological nightmare

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/jacques-elluls-technological-nightmare


Kaczynski
1993 World Trade Center terrorist Ramzi Yousef
Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh
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And then it gets weird

The Unabomber’s not-so-lonely prison life

https://www.yahoo.com/news/the-unabomber-s-not-so-lonely-prison-life-210559693.html
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Died by suicide in a North Carolina federal prison on June 10, 2023.
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‘His ideas resonate’: how the Unabomber’s dangerous anti-tech 
manifesto lives on

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jun/19/unabomber-ted-kaczynski-dangerous-anti-tech-manifesto-lives-on
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jun/19/unabomber-ted-kaczynski-dangerous-anti-tech-manifesto-lives-on
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The Luddites Were Onto Something

https://jacobin.com/2023/07/luddites-machine-breaking-capitalism-technology-climate-change
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NYT, June 1, 1996

https://www.nytimes.com/1996/06/01/us/campus-turmoil-of-60-s-reveals-themes-echoed-in-unabom-manifesto.html
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Unabomber dream

tps://www.thismodernworld.org/
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Unabomber Action Figure - $55

https://www.etsy.com/listing/1512436665/straight-to-hell-legacy-series-1


45

Ted Kaczynski Sticker Pack

https://psychocowboys.com/products/loud-ted-k-paccc
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Eulogy for the Unabomber

https://cooldesign.medium.com/eulogy-for-the-unabomber-dc3e17ff0b43
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Ted Kaczynski, Anti-Left Leftist

https://compactmag.com/article/ted-kaczynski-leftist
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NYT, September 15, 1996

https://www.nytimes.com/1996/09/15/magazine/they-call-it-luddite-love.html
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A Star on Your Computer Screen (NYT December 27, 1997)

https://www.nytimes.com/1997/12/27/us/a-star-on-your-computer-screen.html
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Personal thoughts on Ted Kaczynski’s death

https://bryanalexander.org/personal/personal-thoughts-on-ted-kaczynskis-death/
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Pew Research survey (2006)

https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2006/09/24/scenario-7-some-ludditesrefuseniks-will-commit-terror-acts/
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The Unabomber an an Age of Limited Options

Luddites-4

https://peaksurfer.blogspot.com/2013/06/the-unibomber-in-age-of-limited-options.html
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A Nod to Ned Ludd

Today’s Luddites (or, as they often self-identify, “neo-Luddites”) pose no threat at 
all. Their public salvos against technology embrace knotty nuances and eschew 
the bare knuckles. There’s a touch of Bartleby the Scrivener to them: if this be the 
future, they’d definitely prefer not to.

https://thebaffler.com/salvos/a-nod-to-ned-ludd
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Revenge of the Finns (held in August in Savonlinna since 2000)
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