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A13: What Happens When the Universe Doesn't Make Sense: Douglas Adams
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The early life and pre-Hitch-Hiker’s work of Douglas Adams
The radio series that changed everything: In 1978, BBC airs the Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy.

The books that followed. We'll look at each of the first three books of the trilogy.

The remaining books of the trilogy, plus Dirk Gently, and other fun stuff

How Adams dealt with fame and the demands to keep writing, including video game,
scientific travel, and the Internet

The final bits. Late-life and posthumous works and legacy.

More about how Adams dealt with fame and the demands to keep

writing and doing things
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‘Starship Titanic
‘ “The ship that cannot possibly, er, go wrong.” ‘



https://youtu.be/UC9BMJvWovw?si=MfF3cEH9ltCJScYv
https://archive.org/details/the-famous-computer-cafe-1984-12-21_Douglas_Adams_and_Steve_Meretzky
https://archive.org/details/the-famous-computer-cafe-1984-12-21_Douglas_Adams_and_Steve_Meretzky
https://archive.org/details/the-famous-computer-cafe-1984-12-21_Douglas_Adams_and_Steve_Meretzky
https://archive.org/details/the-famous-computer-cafe-1984-12-21_Douglas_Adams_and_Steve_Meretzky
https://archive.org/details/the-famous-computer-cafe-1984-12-21_Douglas_Adams_and_Steve_Meretzky
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\ Starship Titanic
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‘ Douglas Adams. a Man of Thirty Guitars



https://archive.org/details/sttheme2
https://douglasadams.eu/douglas-adams-a-man-of-thirty-guitars/

 Douglas Adams live on stage with Pink Floyd (28-Oct-1994) \
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Douglas Adams (right) and bass player John Paul Jones (far left) ‘

Attending a conference on Macintosh computers and music at the
Mac User Show in London, England on 12 November 1987.

DNA "
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Fry and x her

‘ Douglas Adams & Stephen Fry: A Techno-Friendshi



https://youtu.be/ZdOoJmDCV64?si=Fu-1wrnGx5kASOgJ
https://whynow.co.uk/read/douglas-adams-stephen-fry-a-techno-friendship
https://whynow.co.uk/read/douglas-adams-stephen-fry-a-techno-friendship
https://whynow.co.uk/read/douglas-adams-stephen-fry-a-techno-friendship

A Hitchhiker’s
Guide to
DouglasAdams

Douglas Adams in MacWorld
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PowerBook

|Adams does ads: Powerbook Portable Products (1994)

‘ Mac PowerBook Advertisement (1994)

%
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https://www.chrisrcook.com/2021/05/11/douglas-adams/
https://www.chrisrcook.com/2021/05/11/douglas-adams/
https://archive.org/details/portable-products
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How ChatGPT explained what was going on

Howthe transfer works

* Thatgesture is demonstrating infrared (IR) file transfer:

PowerBooks of the mid-1990s (notably the PowerBook 5300 and PowerBaok 190) came with an IrDA/IRTalk infrared port,
- Several digital cameras of the same period supported IrDA. You would align the camera's IR window with the PowerBook's, and the photo
E over — much like how PalmPpilots exchanged contacts a few yea

+ This was a slow transfer (tens of kilobits per second), so usually just one photo o  thumbnail demo would be shown in promotional
The camera model
From the sulingin you clip —small brickclike bod, sitver/eray faceplate, ounded top, with the lens offset (eft— it matches
the Kodal DA (19981 o s successor the Kodak DCS0| 1906). Both wefe amongthe st consumer digial cameras
marketed heavily with Macintosh compatibility, and both offered IrDA transfer to oy

+ The DC40 was bundled with Apple software and often shown in Apple ads and demos.

+ The DC50 added a zoom lens but kept the same overall design.

werBooks.

Summary
- Transfer method: Infrared (WDA/IRTalk) between the camera and the PowerBook.
- Camera model shown: A Kodak DC40 (most likely)or possibly the closely related DCS0

‘DNA’S Three Rules

DNA. 18
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Interviewed at
Islington, Lond;
(May 1985)

DoucLAs ADAMS
AND MARK CARWARDINE

Last Chance to See (Wikipedia link)



https://youtu.be/rWLCGDTnmzU?si=BYzi_Q7UmZwEQXHC
https://youtu.be/rWLCGDTnmzU?si=BYzi_Q7UmZwEQXHC
https://youtu.be/rWLCGDTnmzU?si=BYzi_Q7UmZwEQXHC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Chance_to_See
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‘P”t the universe and everythin
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‘Going back in time

Suts
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‘ Douglas Adams: The Sentient Puddle (1998)
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https://youtu.be/_ZG8HBuDjgc?si=sI0JAl6fjQ_RejG7
https://youtu.be/v8mJr4c66bs?si=EKoejRaUGht0gOe9

‘D las Adams & Michio Kaku, 1

Sy
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-c3SePfHAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-c3SePfHAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-c3SePfHAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-c3SePfHAZk
https://youtu.be/cyAQgK7BkA8?si=1GDc6zcP4NJE080Y
https://youtu.be/cyAQgK7BkA8?si=1GDc6zcP4NJE080Y
https://youtu.be/cyAQgK7BkA8?si=1GDc6zcP4NJE080Y

BIG THINKERS
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Douglas Adams — Big Thinkers (2001)

‘ Douglas on Who is Douglas Adams?

BIG THINKERS

D GLAS ADAMS
AUTHOR

‘ Douglas thinks about the Internet

30

10


https://youtu.be/SZzjO4apsw4?si=sHtXscAT3zk72ng4
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“Douglas, you left the party far too soon. All your friends, even
those who never met you, will miss you.”

— Stephen Fry, May 11, 2001

‘ Next week

11



