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Fit the Fifth
A13: What Happens When the Universe Doesn't Make Sense: Douglas Adams
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Course outline
Date Topic

9/12 The early life and pre-Hitch-Hiker’s work of Douglas Adams

The radio series that changed everything: In 1978, BBC airs the Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy. 

9/19 The books that followed. We’ll look at each of the first three books of the trilogy.

9/26 The remaining books of the trilogy, plus Dirk Gently, and other fun stuff

10/3 How Adams dealt with fame and the demands to keep writing, including  video game, scientific 
travel, and the Internet

10/10 The final bits. Late-life and posthum ous works and legacy. 
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Jeopardy – 2-Oct-2025 
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So long, ...
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Stephen Fry & Mark Carwardine Interview
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Last Chance to See 4 Komodo Dragon 2009

6

https://youtu.be/16fUxMGpVgs?si=r9xO71B9zGWIXyku
https://youtu.be/16fUxMGpVgs?si=r9xO71B9zGWIXyku
https://youtu.be/16fUxMGpVgs?si=r9xO71B9zGWIXyku
mailto:https://youtu.be/aDZJx2Jt-5U?si=1C7IwjteMGZHUbJX
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A walk in the jungle followed by a bath
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Meet the Dragons
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Would you have gone on that trip?
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Endless repackaging …
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Leading to ...
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The Air Conditioner at the End of the Galaxy
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And, of course, a comic book series
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The movie is finally released in 2005.
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The Hitchhiker's Guide To The Galaxy (2005) Trailer
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mailto:https://youtu.be/wHMgINd442I?si=DamLgsUsyu4loQnc
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Hitchhiker's guide to Jim Henson's Creature Shop
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H2G2 Live
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H2G2 Live 

18
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But wait, there’s more.. 
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The Hitchhiker's Guide To The Galaxy live show to launch in 
November

19

I Never Could Get the Hang of Thursdays (Kickstarter)
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The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Future: Douglas Adams and the Digital World
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https://www.comedy.co.uk/live/news/8384/hitchhikers-guide-2025-stage-show/
https://www.comedy.co.uk/live/news/8384/hitchhikers-guide-2025-stage-show/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/unbounders/i-never-could-get-the-hang-of-thursdays
https://www.amazon.com/Hitchhikers-Guide-Future-Douglas-Digital/dp/B083V62XJR/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0
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42 – Book of Douglas Adams’s Archives (with Stephen Fry Voiceover)

22
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Douglas Adams on the Future

23
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Douglas Adams' Unfinished Fourth Doctor Story Shada | Doctor Who

24

https://youtu.be/oUzUQ--sMeo?si=zjBeboXXYjJlt289
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Asteroid Douglasadams
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Thank you
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Predictions?
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https://web.archive.org/web/20131217122008/http:/www.nbcnews.com/id/6867061/

