
Turning Points of American Politics: 5 Conventions
Introduction and the nominations for the 1832 presidential election



Course outline
Date Topic Readings
10/31 Introduction

Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1832 election

Genesis of the First National Political Convention: 
A Case Study in the Development of an American 
Institution
How Political Conventions Began—And Changed .

11/7 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1860 election

Five Conventions, Four Candidates, and Three Parties: 
Chaos before the Election of 1860

11/14 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1948 election

Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV 
transformed political conventions in 1948

11/21 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1968 election

Revisiting The 1968 Republican Convention ; The rise 
and fall of the televised political convention

12/5 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1980 election
Conclusions

Narratives of the Presidential Nominating 
Conventions: Branding The Parties And 
Candidates
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/04/635668388/revisiting-the-1968-republican-convention
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


About yours truly
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Look for the daffodils on the WISE home page
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H. L. Mencken, Baltimore Evening Sun, July 1924
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For there is something about a national convention that makes it as fascinating as 
a revival or a hanging. It is vulgar, it is ugly, it is stupid, it is tedious, it is hard upon 
both the higher cerebral centers and the gluteus maximus, and yet it is somehow 
charming. One sits through long sessions wishing heartily that all the delegates 
and alternates were dead and in hell—and then suddenly there comes a show so 
gaudy and hilarious, so melodramatic and obscene, unimaginably exhilarating 
and preposterous that one lives a gorgeous year in an hour.



Questions to keep in mind
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Why did we get from where we were then to where we were now?
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Are the conventions we study addressing the problems that were 
present in 1832 or addressing the problems for that time?
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Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville 
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Their object was to find the mode of election which would best 
express the choice of the people with the least possible excitement 
and suspense.



How Political Conventions Began—And Changed

Turning Points - 1 10

https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change


Creating a video overview
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Political conventions in the early 19th century
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The Birth of the U.S. Political Convention in 1831|

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJZcrw0VB18&t=3s


Baltimore
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Washington Monument 



Genesis Of The First National Political Convention: A Case Study 
in the Development of An American Institution
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464?seq=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464?seq=1


Can moral outrage sustain a durable political movement?
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The Geneva Gazette, and General Advertiser, 14 March 1827

https://www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=tgg18270314-01.1.2&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN----------


To what extent do today’s conventions still reflect their 
populist, moralistic, or conspiratorial roots?
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Manufacturers'& Farmers' Journal Oct 6, 1831

https://books.google.com/books?id=3hBjAAAAIBAJ&lpg=PA1&dq=antimasons%20baltimore%20convention&pg=PA1
https://books.google.com/books?id=3hBjAAAAIBAJ&lpg=PA1&dq=antimasons%20baltimore%20convention&pg=PA1


The proceedings of the second United States anti-masonic 
convention, held at Baltimore, September 1831
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5


The Proceedings of the United States Anti-Masonic Convention
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https://archive.org/details/proceedingsunit00hollgoog
https://archive.org/details/proceedingsunit00hollgoog
https://archive.org/details/proceedingsunit00hollgoog


Antimasons 
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Wilmington Expositor (Wilmington, Del.), September 30, 1831



National Republicans 
Phenix Gazette (Alexandria [D.C.]), December 16, 1831
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https://www.loc.gov/item/sn85025006/1831-12-16/ed-1/


Henry Clay nominated
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https://mdhistory.msa.maryland.gov/niles_register/nilesweeklyregis41balt.pdf


Clay accepts
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https://mdhistory.msa.maryland.gov/niles_register/nilesweeklyregis41balt.pdf


Democrats
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Emergence of the presidential nominating convention, 1789-1832 
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https://archive.org/details/emergenceofpresi0000chas/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/emergenceofpresi0000chas/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/emergenceofpresi0000chas/page/n5/mode/2up


1832 candidates
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Wait, who was John Floyd?
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John Floyd represented the State Rights and Free Trade Party
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aka the “Nullifier Party”



“The have one sort of answering for every thing...they reply by 
swallowing a pig.”
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https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up


Worcester convention of Antimasons (1932)
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Worcester Resolution
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We wouldn’t get our first “working” convention until 1839

Turning Points - 1 33



Next week
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And this differs from modern conventions how?
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The irony that antiparty sentiments led to the establishment of political parties.
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https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/there-was-time-briefly-and-200-years-ago-when-american-politics-was-full-good-feelings-180964074/


Has current redistricting brought us back to the early 1800s 
where politicians chose the candidates?
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