The Presidential
Election of 1832

Turning Points of American Politics: 5 Conventions

Introduction and the nominations for the 1832 presidential election




Course outline
Date [Topic  |Readings |

10/31 Introduction Genesis of the First National Political Convention:
Presidential nominating conventions forthe =~ ACase Study in the Development of an American
1832 election Institution
How Political Conventions Began—And Changed .
11/7 Presidential nominating conventions for the Five Conventions, Four Candidates, and Three Parties:
1860 election Chaos before the Election of 1860
11/14  Presidential nominating conventions for the Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV
1948 election transformed political conventions in 1948
11/21  Presidential nominating conventions for the Revisiting The 1968 Republican Convention ; The rise
1968 election and fall of the televised political convention
12/5 Presidential nominating conventions for the Narratives of the Presidential Nominating
1980 election Conventions: Branding The Parties And

Conclusions Candidates
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https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/04/635668388/revisiting-the-1968-republican-convention
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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“Times are bad. Children no longer
obey their parents and everyone is
writing a book”
Cicero, 43 BCE
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Course Resources

Look for the daffodils on the WISE home page
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For there is something about a national convention that makes it as fascinating as

a revival or a hanging. Itis vulgar, itis ugly, it is stupid, itis tedious, it is hard upon
both the higher cerebral centers and the gluteus maximus, and yet it is somehow

charming. One sits through long sessions wishing heartily that all the delegates
and alternates were dead and in hell—and then suddenly there comes a show so
gaudy and hilarious, so melodramatic and obscene, unimaginably exhilarating
and preposterous that one lives a gorgeous year in an hour.

H. L. Mencken, Baltimore Evening Sun, July 1924
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Questions to keep in mind
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Why did we get from where we were then to where we were now?
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J. \ll“l\l Tm “‘l“\ll
r Presiden

STATES’ RIGHTS DEMOCRATS

Are the conventions we study addressing the problems that were

present In 1832 or addressing the problems for that time?
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Their object was to find the mode of election which would best
express the choice of the people with the least possible excitement

and suspense.

Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville
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How Political Conventions Began
—And Changed

In the 19th century there were no primaries—candidates were selected during each party’s
convention.

Becky Little

Kean Collection/Archive Photos/Getty Images

How Political Conventions Began—And Changed
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Sources
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Select all sources

42628408.pdf

Bowers-CaucusConventionPennsylvania-1989.pdf

Carwardine-CollapseSecondParty-1993.pdf

Kruman-SecondAmericanParty-1992.pdf

Leonard-IroniesPartyismAntipartyism-1994.pdf

Ratcliffe-AntimasonryPartisanshipGreater-1995.pdf

Reed-BattlegroundPennsylvaniaAntimasons-1998.pdf

Renda-RichardPMcCormick-1995.pdf

Rupp-PartiesPublicGood-1988.pdf

The Second Party System.pdf

j.cttibdékfn.6.pdf
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The Second Party System and Displacing Conflict
12 sources
These sources collectively examine the Second American Party System, focusing on the ideological
underpinnings, organizational practices, and eventual collapse of the Democratic and Whig parties. Several
texts detail how this party system transformed revolutionary republicanism, which traditionally opposed
political parties, by institutionalizing political conflict and framing elections as a “symbolic struggle to save the
republic”. The sources also trace the evolution of party noting that legislati initially
dominated nominations, while the Anti pi d the national inati , an innovation
later adopted by major parties like the Whigs, often to manage conflicting regional or moral issues such as
slavery, temperance, and nativism (Know-Nothingism). Ultimately, the Second Party System failed to
permanently displace deeply divisive issues, particularly slavery and sectionalism, which eventually led to its
disruption and replacement by new, sectionally polarized political alignments.
I save to note
@ Video Overview -1 |f Audio Overview D[: Mind Map
Start typing... 12sources =
How did the Second Party System manage and What was the relationship between republican ideology, How ¢ N
ultimately fail to displace sectional conflict? antiparty sentiment, and party system formation? influe

Studio
+ =
it V4 (O]
Audio Overview Video Overview
+
c @
Reports Flashcards

Presidential Conventions
Brief - 11 sources - 4d ago
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Creating a video overview
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The Birth of the U.S. Political Convention in 1831
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJZcrw0VB18&t=3s
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GENESIS OF THE FIRST NATIONAL
POLITICAL CONVENTION: A CASE
STUDY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION

JAMES S. CHASE

Unioersity of Arkansas
THE REPUSLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTIONS MET
WV 058 sominate o for prsen s Vi reidn
followed a behavioral pattern d 137 years ago. For, in

spluofriv claims, the “honor™ of sponsoring the first convention which

is clearly the prototype of those held in the summer of 1968 rightfully be-
longs to the Antimasonic delegates who nominated William Wirt, a former
AunruyCmuLlwﬂunnﬂonngbatoﬁothcprul&ln

undbowlbom !bedevioebnuvubecnnde

explained even though of the party
hhmﬂluenngwbhmhm.' with the hue
mduyovatheﬁduppdngnnd murdao(nthl.ﬁlmsm
cutter, the intimate connection between this felony and the calling of a
national convention has been overlooked. In some measure, it was the crime
that predetermined the holding of the convention: the chain of events cul-

mmn&ngduﬁcﬁmsdkuppemmwwd
those circumstances, hopefully, will lead to a greater understanding of the
national convention’s initial role in American politics and also in-
sight into the process of institutional creation which lies behind the meeting.

FPARTY OIIGINS: THE MORGAN CASE

Nothine about the life of Williamn Morpan supmested a martyr’s death.

Genesis Of The First National Political Convention: A Case Study
in the Development of An American Institution
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464?seq=1
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OUTRAGE ON WILLIAM MORGAN.

pey
the

Public attention is yet so extensively de-
voted to this unhappy affair, that to pass it gveh
over unnoticed, even for one week, would cip
be to disappoint a great majority of our}ind
readers. We therefore pursue the course s,
we adopted when every other press, with ’:;:
but one exception, was silent on the sub- ity
- |ject, and publish such circumstances and | th
e | remarks as we think ought to come before | 5¢
the public, avoiding as much as possible of
“intemperate matter” and such as goes to th
. | «“implicate the whole masonic fraternity in | an
e | the fate of Morgan.” We have repeatedly | 0
dissented from an indiscriminate denuncia-
tion of the innocent with the guilty; but | .
while any are disposed to make light of, or | yj
connive at the ‘“unparalleled outrage,” | th
less effervescence in feeling or more for- | ™
bearance in conduct cannot be expected lS:
from a people jealous of their rights. tr

If the Editor of the Bath Advocate will M

T T AT

T N B %

-

Can moral outrage sustain a durable political movement?

The Geneva Gazette, and General Advertiser, 14 March 1827
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https://www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=tgg18270314-01.1.2&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN----------

The anti-masons in their recent convention at Bal- th
timore, havo been compelled to nominate for the office
of President, an adhering mason. After thewr parade | ed
and bluster, we had reason to suppose they would have de
been able to seloct from their own respectable body, 2 | o/
suitable candidate for that high and important office.— |
At the anti-raasonic convention, which set in Philadel™ | c¢
phia in September 1530, Mr. Ellmaker, the same man =
we presume now nominated for Vice President of the | ¢,
Tnited States, made a report on “the subject of nom-§ b
inating candidates for the offices of President and Vico o
President of the Gnited States, in which, it is stated,
that, “anti-masonry would be defeated in its efforts to o
free the land of masonic rule and pollution, unless an
able and decided opponent of masonry be placed in
the Presidential char.”” For that purpose was the late
convention called, and failing to procure such a candi-
date, it has nomioated Mr. Wrt for President, who,
although unquestionably an able man daes not, for
ought that appears m his letter, coincide with the pro-
fessionsand practices of the political anti-masons, that
have created the excitement in our country, ona sub-
ject more proper for “farce” thanfor tragedy.

[ - - -2 |

To Whgt extent do today’s conventions still reflect their
populist, moralistic, or conspiratorial roots?

Manufacturers'& Farmers' Journal Oct 6, 1831

Turning Points - 1

18



https://books.google.com/books?id=3hBjAAAAIBAJ&lpg=PA1&dq=antimasons%20baltimore%20convention&pg=PA1
https://books.google.com/books?id=3hBjAAAAIBAJ&lpg=PA1&dq=antimasons%20baltimore%20convention&pg=PA1

The proceedings of the second United States anti-masonic
convention, held at Baltimore, September 1831
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951001536092r&seq=5

“The result is, that although the members of the institution do net form, probably,

y
more than one tenth of the voters in the United States, they hold about two-thirds of _

the offices of trust, profit, and honour, in the general and state governments.

If masoriry be thus fortified behind the political patronage and power of the
government, where is it to be sought and attacked by those who desire to destroy
its baneful influence on morality and religion, and its usurpation of the rights and

privileges of the Ieople? It is to be sought where alone it is to be found,—in its
intrenchments. Anti-masonry, therefore, 1s necessarily political.

The Proceedings of the United States Anti-Masonic Convention
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https://archive.org/details/proceedingsunit00hollgoog
https://archive.org/details/proceedingsunit00hollgoog
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Nie mation. ¢ - v A mention

= s
- ~ ANTI.-MASONIC. -
e =
mel - WASHINGTON AND MASONRY.

and|  The Journal publishes a letter, purporting| Rgv.
the|to have been addressed to Gen. Washin 10N, | instant
tch,| by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and his|iouble
4 a|reply to the same,  These letters, with someity expl
late| others, were published two or three years ago perceiv
fib-|in the masonic papers of New-York. Theylto writ
rdi-| were then pronounced forgeries, and no evi- iy inte
dence to contrary was ever produced, |the [liu
ce| while Washington’s letter has no date.  Ad-|had sp
noe| mitting, however, that they were not, (though ftrary n
on. | @n institution that has murdered and bribed tothan I
on-| perjury, might be supposed to consider forge- [thatr 1
ar|Ty not & very criminal act) whut does Wgnh- masons
erv|ington say in favour of Masonry? Nothing. |deavow
this| I'here is not a sentence, or a part of a sen-|of the |
of|tence, in the letter, favourable to masonry,  Itfjagter (
the|is evidently written with studied evasions | That i
sti-]| Washinton's apinion,us favourable to masory, land th
ipi-| cannot, therefore, be gatheved from his letters|to foun
ent|to the brethren, 4 ted Sta
pay These letters to and from the Grand Lodgesihad a s
of Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Rhode-1s) crmmer
ce | &e. although they do not produce evidence My oc
ight Washington approved of the masonic in is alloy
ot, tion, contained evidence of another descrip=|the ren
and ' tion, equally importunt to the publie, and labsorb
inst highly favourable to the cause of antimasonry. "W
Washington’s farewell address was delivered:
urier on the first Wedntsday of December, 1796, in] gy
uto-| Which he denounced *all secret assoeiations,’ | e eic
cingy8s dangerous and pernicious, This gave the lodges
t of fraternity a general wlarm.  Accordingly, every

years.

sist.. Orand Lodge in the United States addressed|f oo

. ence Nim as it were, simultancously, about theln o,

Antl m a S O n S ium ' close of the same month, on the subject, for| oo

;the purpose of counteracting the effect of the|yp o

o me"dénuncintion, and pledging him to the Order. |\, 14
A I'his had not the desived effect.  Washineron

Wilmington Expositor (Wilmington, Del.), September 30, 1831
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ALEXANDRIA, D.C.
| FRIDAY MOANING, DEG. 3, 41

|| Hstroct of latter fraw the Kditor, deted
Basriwans, llec. 14, 1831, |

‘The Convestion met to-day at 12 #'ehock.—
| B wan eprand by prayer, The name of sefe
_rnlm-puntmm-qu
I calied by the Secoetary, and coqueried 4 give in
I thelr voles for & Candidite for dhe Présidenty. |
| They ench svwered Hleany Coaav, The com
| witier sppeininl, yesterday, oo inform Mr. Cliy
of Sis seenl apponted & sebovenssi

who lmacdiately proceaded s Wahanglee —
Ty wained v Mr. Clay Soot might, and receis-
ol b acvmees and taking an eaely slage beck
apain, airvved in tiwe o repot today,  Theid
fetter %s Mi, Clay, amd b coply acceplivg toe |
wonimathon of the Convertion, wete rewl and re-
coived with ansaimsss aad, bracty spplasee.
The Convetrtim then proceeded b asmisate 3’
candidure o the ofice of Vice Presaleat. D,
Bogd Mc Ny, of Fenaesren, proposcd e tame
| of Sonx Suaasasr, of Pesonyivasia.  This pro
[ pwal wan seconded (0 ax clagomt spesch by
| Gew, Junes of the Divirict.  The wate was then |
iﬂu in the wamer pansond § each
| member rivig I s placr, pag M fa !
[ varite.  Upsn the rell beteg eatind, and e wate |
[ taken, the Chsir prosourced fat Jobn Sergrant
(bl been uzassmowly wewinaled Tés 30
| v alee peceivad with hearty ape

e
|7 The tiket, thavebare, of the Nathesal Bopab-
| lcam party, snd is et of The eppaimats of Gon
| Jackon's re-clection, ine

d Por Pewsident.

| HENRY CLAY, UF KERTUCKY.

| ; For Fice Prosident,

_JMIN SERGEANT, UF PENNSYLVANIA

National Republicans
Phenix Gazette (Alexandria [D.C.]), December 16, 1831
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https://www.loc.gov/item/sn85025006/1831-12-16/ed-1/

WU wIng voll capuiiucnved
Baltimore, Dec. 13, 1831,
Hon. Henry Clay:

Si1r,~The undersigned have been appointed a com-
niittee, by the convention of national republican dele~
fates now mssembled in this city, to announce that you
were thiy duy unanimously nommated as a candulate tor
the office of presidentof the United States.

Euntertaming the most exalted opinion of your eminent
tulents, erlarged parietism, and distinguished public
scrvices, we hiave the fullest confidence thatyou will re-
ceive the united, cordul, and zealous support of every
friend to the constitution, the integrity of the union, all
the great branclies o’ nalianal indusiry, and the pros-

erity of the general weal; und we pleoge toyou, in be-
1all’ of the convention, the assurance of an ardent de-
termination to use nll lionorable ineans to insure your
elevation to the chair of chief magistrate of this re-
publie.  With the lughest consideration, we have the
hotor to be, sir, your most ohedient servants,
Prrer R LivisesToy, of New York,

Hexry Wannex, Maine.
LEoNanp Jarvis, New Hampshire.
WiLLranm Janvas, Yermant,

Hesry A. S. Deanpoun, Massachnseus,
Curist’r E. Rosuixs, Rhode 1sland.
JuuN A. Rockwewy, Cuonuecticut.

JoB S. lavLsTED,

. ‘'moxas Berxsins,
E. L. DuronT,
WiLLiax Puice,
Janes BueckENmince,
J. SvLoaxg,

Daxier Buxek,

Fneveniex . Suumay,

JouxJ. NekLy,
1. A. Burrann,
Ricnanp 8. Coxe,

New Jorsey.
Pepasylvania,
Ddlaware,
learyla-nd.
'1rginia.
Olic,
Kentucky.
N. Cuulina,
Indiaua. y
Louisians.
D. Calunibia,
Connnitlee.

Henry Clay nominated

Turning Points - 1
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https://mdhistory.msa.maryland.gov/niles_register/nilesweeklyregis41balt.pdf

bl
1'ashington, 13th Dec. 1831.

Gentlemen—I1 have thie honur to acknowledge the re-
ccipt of the note which, as a committee of the convens
tion of nat.onal republican delegites now assembled in
Baltimore, you addresscd to me, stating that ] had been
this day unanimously naminated by the convention as a
gandidate for the office of president of the United States.

"'his manilestation of the confidence of a body so dis-
tingwished, is received, gentlemen, with Lively sensi-
bility and profound grautude. Althoygh  should have
heen glad i the convention had designated some citizen
ol the U, States more competent than mwyself to be the
wstrument of uccomplishing ihe patriotic objeets which
they have in view, 1 do not leel mysclt at liberty to de-
glive thejr nomination, With my respectful ami cordial
wknowledgments, you will be pleased to communicate
to the conveution iy sceeptange af their nomination,
with the assurance that, whatever may be the event ol
it, our common country shall ever find me faghlol to
the unjau, and the constitution, tu the privciples of pub-
L liverty, and to those great mcasures of national po-
by whict have wade us a jreople, prospcrous, respect-
ed, and powerlnl,

Aceepty gentlemen, of my thanks for the fri.ngdly
manier 1 which you have conveyed the act and scn-
tunents of the convention. 1 am, with Ligh respect, yaur
pbedicnt servam, 1. CLAY.

LA r 2 9y e 0 -a

Clay accepts
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Emergence of the presidential nominating convention, 17/89-1832
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https://archive.org/details/emergenceofpresi0000chas/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/emergenceofpresi0000chas/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/emergenceofpresi0000chas/page/n5/mode/2up

The Presidential
Election of 1832

1832 candidates
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Wait, who was John Floyd?
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M Jackson
] Clay

[ Floyd

M Territories Wirt
] Disputed CI

John Floyd represented the State Rights and Free Trade Party

aka the “Nullifier Party”
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“The have one sort of answering for every thing...they reply by
swallowing a pig.”

Turning Points - 1
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https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/historyofamerica0001unse_q5k7/page/495/mode/1up

E;v\ﬁ,mmow JEtE conventim z{g.fﬁla,qw«mfﬂs.
34, Oseecdey, W3R,

[THIRD ANTIMASONIC STATE CONVENTION]

ANTIVLASONIC

REPUBLICAN CONVENTION,

OF
MASSACHUSETTS,

HELD AT WORCESTER, SEPT. 5th & 6th, 1832.

FOR THE NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR ELECTORS OF
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
AND FOR GOVERNOR AND LT. GOVERNOR OF
MASSACHUSETTS.

PROCEEDINGS, RESOLUTIONS, AND ADDRESS
. TO THE PEOPLE.

Worcester convention of Antimasons (1932)
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[General Resolutions.]

Raolwd That in the opinion of this Convention, the Tites,
ceremomes, mysteries, principles, and obligations of Freema-
, have been disclosed ; that these pnncnples may now be
lhoronghly known and understood by all wha will faithfully
inquire for themselves; that these disclosures clearly demon-
strate the Institution to be false in its boasiful pretensions to
antiquity and aclence, selﬁsh in nts objects, dangerous in its
chlmter 0 hal kil Le permitted loner

pos :

Arpose of lts uuer extirpation ; that in doing $0, DO polltjcal
alliance ought to be formed with any men, party, or set of men
who support it ; that we will continue to oppose it at the ballot
box, and charge our children and our children’s children to
oppose it, until our country shail be freed from the dishonor
and danger of its existence.

esolved, T'hat v the present crisis of publig
. a5 73 tof personal
and political T M who values his country
above considerations of personal parties, ought to be exerted
in preservi=v’h pedtv T orar renyblic o "rstitations

Worcester Resolution

Turning Points - 1
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PROCEEDINGS

DEMOCRATIC WHIG
NATIONAL CONVENTION,

WHICH ASSEMBLED AT
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA,
4 ON THE
FOURTH OF DECEMBER, 1839,
FOR THE PURPOSE OF NOMlNéﬂNG CANDIDATES
FOR
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT

OF THE

UNITED STATES.

Fhavvisburg:
PRINTED BY R. 8, ELLIOTT & Co.

convention until 1839
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Next week
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A NotebookLM

And this differs from modern conventions how?
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Lolunbinn _ GRPR  Continel.

e I 0 v -
5 FATYE TP T AWS RNSSLETIONS. 0P [HE SPATE, ARE FUSLISERD BY APRAITY

LRA O GOOD FRELINGS.

Duriny the late Prezidential Jubilea many persons have
met at festive boards, in pleasaut-converse, whom part
{:olat:cs, had longeeverad, We racur witl pleasure to
he circumstances which attended tlire demonstrations of
good fechngs, 5By

The dinnge given by the yenerable Dx-Uresident An-
Avis, consisted of nearly forty covers—was arranged with
noble simplicity, and unaffected élegance, and gmbraced
as guests eminent men ofall pollho:a.lg arties. 'The accom-

lisheq and excallent Lady of the Ex.Presidant dul the
onors, seated between the Preadent of the U States and
the Governox of the Commonweajth, Higedes these Uer.

,sunages, and their respectiva suifes, there wore among
z}m guests, His Honor Lt Goy. Phlll)Eq; Chief Justice Par.
Iter ; Judges Davis 'and Adams; Marshial Prince and
-Mr. Blake, District Attorney; Major-Geneial Cranaj
the Geneérnls Deaiborn, Hunphyeys, and Millory the
Commodores Balnbridge, Hull, a:ld ‘erry i [lon, William
Gl‘li’, L1 G, Otis, Janmes Lloyd, anll Josiah Quincy; W, N,
Boylston, Ewy. § President Kirkland { Rey,Messrs, Whitoe
and Coleman ; Mr, Snaw, to whom the Republic of let.
tots fs greatly indebted for the establishmenl of theAthes
naeum, and otlﬁexa whose names weo couldl ned learn,

The irony that antiparty sentiments led to the establishment of political parties.
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https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/there-was-time-briefly-and-200-years-ago-when-american-politics-was-full-good-feelings-180964074/

Has current redistricting brought us back to the early 1800s
where politicians chose the candidates?
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