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Date [Topic  |Readings |

10/31

11/7

11/14

11/21

12/5

Introduction
Presidential nominating conventions for the
1832 election

Presidential nominating conventions for the
1860 election

Presidential nominating conventions for the
1948 election

Presidential nominating conventions for the
1968 election

Presidential nominating conventions for the
1980 election
Conclusions
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Genesis of the First National Political Convention: A
Case Study in the Development of an American
Institution

How Political Conventions Began—And Changed .

Five Conventions, Four Candidates, and Three
Parties: Chaos before the Election of 1860

Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV
transformed political conventions in 1948

Revisiting The 1968 Republican Convention ; The rise

and fall of the televised political convention

Narratives of the Presidential Nominating

Conventions: Branding The Parties And

Candidates
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https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
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https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/04/635668388/revisiting-the-1968-republican-convention
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
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Course Resources

Look for the daffodils on the WISE home page
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Follow up from last week
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Failure to elect senators
state  |vear/Electioncyole  |Notes

Massachusetts 1851 (Class 1 term beginning March 4, 1851)  Legislature failed to elect; vacancy lasted until April 24, 1851.

Ohio 1851 (Class 1 term beginning March 4, 1851)  Legislature failed initially, then elected on March 15, 1851 after 37 ballots.

New York 1851 (Class 1) Legislature failed initially and elected on March 19, 1851.

Wisconsin ~1848-49 (new-state) Legislature failed to elect due to three-way split; Senator elected December 7,
1848.

lowa ~1848-49 (new-state) Legislature failed; Senator elected December 7, 1848.

North Carolina 1852 (regular election) No candidate achieved maijority, seat vacant until 1854 special election.

Connecticut 1852 (special, term began 1851) Legislature failed; Senator elected May 12, 1852.

California ~1851 (special) Legislature failed to elect a successor in time; elected January 30, 1852.

Maine 1852-53 (regular) Legislature failed to elect until 1854.

Delaware 1899-1903 (two vacant seats) The Legislature again failed to elect; both Senate seats went vacant from March
4, 1901 until later.

Pennsylvania 1899 (term began March 4, 1899) Legislature failed (79 ballots) and the seat remained vacant until special
election Jan 15, 1901.

General — multiple states 1891-1905 Between 1891-1905 there were ~45 deadlocks in 20 states; in 14 of those, no

election was held for an entire session.
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“Corrupt Bargain”

No candidate had won a majority of electors in 1824. 131 were needed to
win.
* Andrew Jackson -99
John Quincy Adams — 84
William Crawford — 41
Henry Clay - 37

Clay was Speaker of the House.
House voted by states.

Clay announced his support for Adams, giving Adams the victory. Adams
selected Clay as Secretary of State.

Jackson’s supporters characterized this as the “corrupt bargain,” a charge
that Jackson would use to win the 1828 election.
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https://www.amazon.com/Decision-Games-Corrupt-Bargain-Presidential/dp/B0B7P356TH

The Scene
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| have not resided here long enough to become insensible of pain for the objects
which | every day behold. In the choice of my friends and acquaintance, | always
endeavour to find out those whose dispositions are somewhat congenial with my
own. We have slaves likewise in our northern provinces; | hope the time draws
near when they will be all emancipated: but how different their lot, how different
their situation, in every possible respect!...They are fat, healthy, and hearty, and
far from repining at their fate; they think themselves happier than many of the
lower class whites: they share with their masters the wheat and meat provision
they help to raise; many of those whom the good Quakers have emancipated have
received that great benefit with tears of regret, and have never quitted, though
free, their former masters and benefactors.

Letters From an American Farmer : Letter IX, J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur, 1782
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[JANUARY 7, 1860, VANITY FAIR.

THE BEWILDERED OLD W

MRS, J. B+ Saxm Atave! 1 ksow 3o Nonmw, xo Sovrm, 50 Easr, 50 Wise—X0 S0nuxa! AXp WHO 0¥ EARTH'S GOING T0 TAKE
s viAGY Myssaar!

The plan to annex Cuba in 1854

Turning Points - 2

10


https://www.thoughtco.com/ostend-manifesto-4590301

Forming the Republican Party
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Fear of immigrants in 1850s
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The German republicans were restless as a result of an amendment to the
Massachusetts constitution, adopted, it was said, under republican auspices,
which provided for political restrictions upon newly naturalized citizens. Lincoln
therefore gave assurances that he was opposed to the Massachusetts provision;

and the republican state committee through its chairman, N. B. Judd, published a
strong letter of repudiation.

The era of the civil war, 1848-1870, Arthur C. Cole, p. 186
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Cuicaco, June 28,
Tine Lieror Law.—One hundred guns were
fired to-day in celebration of the defeart of the liquor
law. The celebration was attended mostly by Ger-
| mans and oiher foreigners.

— —_— - - e

Manufacturers’ & Farmers' Journal Jul 2, 1855
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The Presidential
Election of 1856
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THE GREAT REPUBLICAN REFORM PARTY,

Calling on their Candidate.
Fne Sale 6t W2 Sptucs SFY.

Calling on John Frémont (1856)
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Thats youDad! mere

"FREE SOIL"

We'll rat 'em ont vel .
Long life to
Davy Wilmeol .

SMOKING HIM OUT.

Free-Soil Democrats (“Barn-burners”)

Turning Points - 2
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”[The] only hope of forming a truly national
party, which shall ignore this constant and
distracting agitation of slavery.”

— Millard Fillmore to H. H. Stuart, 15-Jan-1855
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https://archive.org/details/irrepressiblecon00insewa/page/6/mode/2up
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IMPENDING CRISIS

THE SOUTH:

H O W -0 “NE'H=REtR . T T .

BY
HINTON ROWAN HELPER,

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

NEW-YORK:
BURDICK BROTHERS, 8 SPRUCE STREET.
1857.

Next to Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852), Hinton Hel|5er's critique of slavery and
the Southern class system, The Impending Crisis of the South (1857), was

arguably the most important antislavery book of the 1850s.
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INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS BY MAIL-Mr.
Holt, the Postmaster-General, has decided that the
statute of Virginia in relation to the distribution
of incendiary publications by mail, does not con-
flict with the postal laws of the United States.—
He says: ¢ S bt

The question thus presented was fully decided

Anorney-Gonerqrq;hing in the case of the

azoo city post ottico. He there held- that a
statuto of Mississippi, in all respects analogous to
that of Virginia as cited, was not inconsistent
with the sct of Congress, prescribing the duties of
postmas‘ers in regard to the delivery of mail' mat-
ter, and that the latter, as good eitizens, were
bound to vield, ebedience to such State laws. ~ Yon
are referred to the luminous discussion of the ease |
for the arguments urged by that distingviched
civilian in support of corclusion at which be
arrived. The judg pronounced has been
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Postmaster-General says it’s ok to seize copies of “incendiary documents
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The Charleston Mercury
Charleston, South Carolina - Friday, April 06, 1860
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https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-charleston-mercury/21446/
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The Wide Awakes
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https://connecticuthistory.org/the-wide-awakes/

The Conventions
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The Election of 1860
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Black journalists attending the 1860 conventions
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Female journalists attending the 1860 conventions
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The Republican Convention
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mmmwmummumummmu LD, MAY 14, 1

"The Republican Wigwam at Chicago in WhICh the Renubhcan

Convention will be Held--May 16, 1860" [exterior]
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2021652429/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2021652429/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2021652429/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2021652429/
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Republican Party Platform of 1860
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https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/republican-party-platform-1860

Y v N Aa Sadl Il!‘all’ 3 Fhl AUV YT LT

Tetes ¢f the Delepates tepzrately.
FIR3AT Ba11.0™,
Tre 150 bullot resulted 28 foliowve:
FOR MR. SKWARD.
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Seward leads after the first ballot
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SECOND BALLOT. 4

it E oz o
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) L TS0 L SVAR IR 10 6 — — — — — —

New-Hampshire ....... 1 9 — — — — —

Vermont..... = 10 - — - = -

Massachusetts 2 4 — — — — — —

Rhode Island. - 8 — — 2 8 — —

Connecticut .. — 4 4 — — 2 — 2

New-Yorke...cccommeeee 0 = = = = == — —

New-Jersey..ooveeveees 4 = — =— — — 10 —

Pennsylvania,....... v 48 — 1 24— — —

Maryland.. : —_ 8 - — —_ = -
Delaware 6

Total......... 184§ 181 85 2 8 42} 10 2
The third ballot was taken amid excitement,
and cries for ‘‘the ballot.” Intense feeling
existed during the voting, each vote being
awaited in breathless silence and expectaney.
The progress of the ballot was watched with
most intense interest, especially toward the
last, the crowd becoming silent as the contest
narrowed down. Tho States, as called, voted as
follows :

A shift toward Lincoln

Turning Points - 2
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The progress of the ballot was watched with
most intense interest, especially toward the
last, the crowd becoming silent as the contest
narrowed down, when, before the result was

announced.

AR LA WA Wy

MR. CARTTER, of Ohio, said—I arise, Mr.
Chairman, to announce the change of four votes
of Ohio from Mr. Chase to Abraham Lincoln.

This announcement, giving Mr. Lincoln a ma-
jority, was grected by the audience with the
most enthusiastic and thundering applause.

The en'ire crowd rose to their feet, applauding
rapturously, the ladies waving their handker-

chiefs, the men waving and throwing up their
hats by thousands, cheering again and again.
The applause was renewed and repeated for
many minutes. At last, partial silence having
been restored, with many gentlemen striving to

get the floor,

MR. EVARTS, of New York—Mr. Chairman,
hes the vote been declared?

Tte CHAIR— No, sir.

MR.ANDREW, of Massachusetts—Mr. Chair-
man, I sought an opportunity some time since,
ind before finishing the roll-call of the States,
it the direction of many of my associates of the
Massachusetts delegation, to correct their vote.
[am instructed to report that ithe vote irom
assachusetts stands: for Abraham Lincoln,

|8; for William H. Seward, 8. [Applause.]
MD MAORITITI af Maina _M» (Thairman

Itis decided

Turning Points - 2
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THE REPUBLICAN TICKET FGR 1860,

Abram Lincolp, of Illinois, Nomipated
- for President.

The Late Senatorial Contest in Mlinois to be Re-
Fought on a Wider Field,

————

Hannibal Tamlin, of Maine, the Candi-
date for Vice-President.

Disgppeiniment of the Friends of
I!Er. Seward.

INTEXSE BXCHEMENT AND ENTHUSIASM

Recepiion of ihe Nominations iE this City.

H{;W They are Hailed Throughont the
North.

New York Times, 19-May-1860

Turning Points - 2

35


https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1860/05/19/78621879.html?pageNumber=1
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1860/05/19/78621879.html?pageNumber=1
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1860/05/19/78621879.html?pageNumber=1
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1860/05/19/78621879.html?pageNumber=1
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1860/05/19/78621879.html?pageNumber=1
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1860/05/19/78621879.html?pageNumber=1
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LETTING THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG!

bigger issue: holding the nation together or holding
the North together?
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REPUBLICAN PLATFORM.

o

“THE NIGGER'IN THE WOODPILE.

Horace Greeley challenges the Republicans and their platform
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Democrats in Charleston
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Democrats meet in Charleston, SC
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MEETING O! E SOUTHERN SECEDERS ¥ROM THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION AT ST. ANDREW'S HALL, CHARLESTON, APRIL 80, 1860.—[Sex rRECEDING Pack.]

Meeting of the Southern seceders from the Democratic

Convention at St. Andrew's Hall, Charleston [S.C.] April 30, 1860
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002707171/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002707171/

Democrats reconvene in Baltimore and choose Stephen Douglas

Turning Points - 2

41



THE BALTIHORE BOLTE

RS CONVENTION.

CALBE CUSHING LN THE CIRAIR.

Fugitives from Charleston, Re
Post T

A MESS FOR TEE D T.

es from Richmond, Seceders, S8ore-heads, Collectoxs, Tide-
Tasters, Cotton-heads, Conspirators, Disunionists, Bull-heads and Zolters.

Southern Democrats convened in Richmond to choose John
Breckenridge (Kentucky) and Joseph Lane (Oregon(?))
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Constitutional Union Party also met in Baltimore, choosing John Bell
(Tennessee) and Edward Everett (Massachusetts)
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The Presidential
Election of 1860
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Next week
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for President

STATES’

J. STROM THURMOND

- —
SI“II.D OF YOUR LIBERTY

‘ I I I I ' FIELDING L. WRIGHT

RIGHTS

.«Aif’ 4 /'1.

for Viee-Presidont

DEMOCRATS
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