
Turning Points of American Politics: 5 Conventions
The nominations for the 1948 presidential election



Course outline
Date Topic Readings
10/31 Introduction

Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1832 election

Genesis of the First National Political Convention: A 
Case Study in the Development of an American 
Institution
How Political Conventions Began—And Changed .

11/7 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1860 election

Five Conventions, Four Candidates, and Three Parties: 
Chaos before the Election of 1860

11/14 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1948 election

Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV 
transformed political conventions in 1948

11/21 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1968 election

Revisiting The 1968 Republican Convention ; The rise 
and fall of the televised political convention

11/28 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1980 election
Conclusions

Narratives of the Presidential Nominating 
Conventions: Branding The Parties And 
Candidates
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/04/635668388/revisiting-the-1968-republican-convention
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Did the politicians in 1948 understand how television changed things?
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Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV 
transformed political conventions in 1948

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/08/16/tv-political-conventions-history/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNzUyNzI0ODAwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNzU0MTA3MTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3NTI3MjQ4MDAsImp0aSI6ImZjOWYxNTMyLTZmZDgtNGJkMC1iYTJiLTBlYWEzZjdkOGNhZSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9oaXN0b3J5LzIwMjAvMDgvMTYvdHYtcG9saXRpY2FsLWNvbnZlbnRpb25zLWhpc3RvcnkvIn0.hNmW46jXbLnM5NH3YHThMBDd1QsnPc7Kq8zwJlT_SEk
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/08/16/tv-political-conventions-history/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNzUyNzI0ODAwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNzU0MTA3MTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3NTI3MjQ4MDAsImp0aSI6ImZjOWYxNTMyLTZmZDgtNGJkMC1iYTJiLTBlYWEzZjdkOGNhZSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9oaXN0b3J5LzIwMjAvMDgvMTYvdHYtcG9saXRpY2FsLWNvbnZlbnRpb25zLWhpc3RvcnkvIn0.hNmW46jXbLnM5NH3YHThMBDd1QsnPc7Kq8zwJlT_SEk
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/08/16/tv-political-conventions-history/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNzUyNzI0ODAwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNzU0MTA3MTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3NTI3MjQ4MDAsImp0aSI6ImZjOWYxNTMyLTZmZDgtNGJkMC1iYTJiLTBlYWEzZjdkOGNhZSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9oaXN0b3J5LzIwMjAvMDgvMTYvdHYtcG9saXRpY2FsLWNvbnZlbnRpb25zLWhpc3RvcnkvIn0.hNmW46jXbLnM5NH3YHThMBDd1QsnPc7Kq8zwJlT_SEk


Ballots in the 1860s
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The “Australian Ballot” in Massachusetts in 1889
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Massachusetts Ballot in 1908
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In 1910, Oregon is the first state to use primary elections to 
choose presidential electors.
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Florida passed a law in 
1901 that allowed for 
presidential nominating 
primaries but didn’t require 
them.



Ware, Alan. The American Direct Primary: Party Institutionalization and Transformation 
in the North. United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2002., p. 249
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Television in 1948 (Baltimore Sun, 06-Jun-1948, p. 8)
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Baltimore Evening Sun, 16-Jun-1948, p. 38
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Before the Bloggers: The Upstart News Technology of Television at 
the 1948 Political Conventions
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Research Inc., NBC, RMA television set production numbers, and early Hooper 
ratings, at the time of the 1948 political conventions, 425,000 to 450,000 sets had 
been sold in the United States, with roughly 340,000 located in the nine cities 
where viewers could watch the conventions live.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303497276_Before_the_Bloggers_The_Upstart_News_Technology_of_Television_at_the_1948_Political_Conventions
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303497276_Before_the_Bloggers_The_Upstart_News_Technology_of_Television_at_the_1948_Political_Conventions


The light and the heat
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Enter Stratovison
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https://medium.com/@madmedic11671/stratovison-the-story-of-beaming-television-from-airplanes-94b1ba6fe25c


The Conventions

Dates Party Location Notes
June 21-25 Republicans Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
July 12-15 Democrats* Philadelphia, Pennsylvania *Southern walkout
July 17 States' Rights Democratic Party Birmingham, Alabama “Dixiecrats”
July 23-25 Progressives Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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Ticket for television personnel
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Press vehicles gather at Republican convention
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Civil Rights demonstration outside Republican convention
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The Magnificent Seven
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Dewey “bandwagon still lurched onward” – NYT, 24-Jun-1948
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First defeated candidate chosen again, NYT, 25-Jun-1948

Turning Points - 3 20



Republican Platform
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NYT, 27-Jun-1948

Turning Points - 3 22



New Yorker, 3-Jul-1948, p. 66
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Democrats also meet in Philidelphia
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https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1948/08/14/hot-and-heated
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1948/08/14/hot-and-heated
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1948/08/14/hot-and-heated
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1948/08/14/hot-and-heated
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1948/08/14/hot-and-heated


Truman Wrote of '48 Offer to Eisenhower, NYT, 11-Jul-2003
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https://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/11/us/truman-wrote-of-48-offer-to-eisenhower.html?unlocked_article_code=1.0k8.xy9F.Q1cj8Eqq8Vku&smid=url-share
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One Question: “Should the Communist Party be outlawed in America?” 
Dewey-Stassen radio debate, 17-May-1948, Portland, Oregon

https://youtu.be/Bku2KAR6WYE?si=wdeTtW_3kTuLJ4V5
https://youtu.be/Bku2KAR6WYE?si=wdeTtW_3kTuLJ4V5
https://youtu.be/Bku2KAR6WYE?si=wdeTtW_3kTuLJ4V5


What if this had been televised nationwide?
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Aftermath of war : Americans and the remaking of Japan, 1945-
1952, Howard B. Schonberger, p. 76
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Democrats in Philadelphia
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The Truman Album, 1948

https://youtu.be/nXUoXMFv0kA?si=w3JgQhNPTfOSblG1


NYT, 15-Jul-1948
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Looking for a VP, NYT, 12-Jul-1948
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Exit Stage Right



Exit Stage Left
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President Harry Truman 1948 Acceptance Speech

https://www.c-span.org/program/the-presidency/president-harry-truman-1948-acceptance-speech/135164


Convention in Oklahoma City, 14-Aug-1948
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Convention in Birmingham, 17-Jul-1948
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Get ‘em while they’re young
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Churchill and the “Iron Curtain”
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“New Party” aka “Progressive Party” program
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Anti-Communist New Dealers and the New Party, NYT, 23-Jul-1948
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Henry and Pete
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Henry Wallace Documentary PBS 2004

https://youtu.be/Qv2l8FMDzwU?si=BU00Lcscq0K3Atlj


Progressive Party Platform
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Friendly Henry Wallace
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News of the convention
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Next Week
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Why do we keep trying third (or fourth) parties when they never win?
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Contested presidential conventions, and why parties try to avoid them
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https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2016/02/04/contested-presidential-conventions-and-why-parties-try-to-avoid-them/

