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Television Gives Baltimoreans

A Convention Night Of Clarity

By PATRICK SKENE CATLING

Seated comfortably by television
sets in their homes and in air-con-
ditioned bars, thousands of Balti-
moreans were able to follow last
night's proceedings in Convention
Hall, Philadelphia, without any
envy of eyvewitnesses on the spot.

As a commentator pointed out,
the hall's only cooling system con-
sisted of a few fans which merly
stirred up the warm air near the
balconies. On the crowded main
floor, which seemed to be filled to
capacity, a constant flutter of pro-
grams and newspapers confirmed
the commentator's references to
the sticky heat. b

Television cameras surveyed the
giant hall from end to end, with
panoramic shots of the audience
and frequent close-ups of the speak-

scene proved somewhat distracting.
While Governor Green developed
one of his intricate metaphors, an
elderly gentleman seated near by
on the rostrum could be seen leav-
ing his seat and rgturning with a
paper cup of some soothing bever-
age for the young lady by his side.

In Baltimore bars, some spec-
tators seemed more interested in
these human irrelevancies than in
what Governor Green had to say.

At one modest saloon in Little
Italy, for instance, one man com-
mented admiringly on the suit that
the Governor was wearing.

Difference In Reception

In response, however, another

drinker farther along the bar

growled something to the eflect!

U = B A ALY —
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Turning Points of American Politics: 5 Conventions

The nominations for the 1948 presidential election




Course outline
Date [Topic  |Readings |

10/31 Introduction Genesis of the First National Political Convention: A
Presidential nominating conventions for the Caie Sy il Lsvele alisinl e s s Ts e
1832 election Institution
How Political Conventions Began—And Changed .
11/7 Presidential nominating conventions for the Five Conventions, Four Candidates, and Three Parties:
1860 election Chaos before the Election of 1860
11/14 Presidential nominating conventions forthe  Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV
1948 election transformed political conventions in 1948
11/21  Presidential nominating conventions for the Revisiting The 1968 Republican Convention ; The rise
1968 election and fall of the televised political convention
11/28  Presidential nominating conventions for the Narratives of the Presidential Nominating
1980 election Conventions: Branding The Parties And

Conclusions Candidates

Turning Points - 3 2
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https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
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https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
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https://www.npr.org/2018/08/04/635668388/revisiting-the-1968-republican-convention
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV
transformed political conventions in 1948
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/08/16/tv-political-conventions-history/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNzUyNzI0ODAwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNzU0MTA3MTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3NTI3MjQ4MDAsImp0aSI6ImZjOWYxNTMyLTZmZDgtNGJkMC1iYTJiLTBlYWEzZjdkOGNhZSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9oaXN0b3J5LzIwMjAvMDgvMTYvdHYtcG9saXRpY2FsLWNvbnZlbnRpb25zLWhpc3RvcnkvIn0.hNmW46jXbLnM5NH3YHThMBDd1QsnPc7Kq8zwJlT_SEk
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rUmon Repubhcan Tlcket.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

OF ILLINOIS, FOR PRESIDENT.
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OF TENNESSEE, D‘OK VICE-¥

‘The end s not far distant, if “wﬂl only be lrlu
to oarsolves, Their onlyhopehinldlﬂdrd Nort.
—Gen, Grant.,

I hope peace will come =oon, nnd come to sa;
and 50 come ns 10 be w ol "the keeping in all
future time.—Abrakom Li

Wlerenees of opibion only encwnue!bv' nesy,
prolong lho war, and waste the country. If the
rmbﬂ;luu lﬂun‘l'phk l‘n:i (:ou-rumtx:l, North and

Soutl

For Electors of Pruu/ml and Vlct-l‘fa'ulml
of the United States.

William H. Y. Hackett,
Damel M. Chmstle,

Ballots in the 1860s
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To vote for a Person, mark a Cross X
in the Square at the right of the name.
COVERNOR,

Vote  for. ONE.

JUHN BLACKMER—u St Probibition]
JOHN Q. A BRACKETT—ot antusgi Republican )gi
WVILLIAM E. RUSSELL— camtee i JMHCHUD‘_‘

LIEUTENANT-COVERNOR, .

JOHN W. CORCORAN—ui cusin
WILLIAM H. HAILE—u sspten

BENJANIN F. STURTEVANT—ut s Protibiton

Vote for ONE.

A BALLOT

EXTERIOR OF POLLING-BOOTI
MASSACHUSETTS —THE  AUSTRALIAN  BALLOT SVSTEM IN BOSTON —TIHE METHOD OF VOTING

THE FORM OF TICKET, ETC.

The “Australian Ballot” in Massachusetts in 1889
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Massachusetts Ballotin 1908
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SUBMITTED TO VOTERS OF OREGON NOVEMBER 8, 1910 161

A BILL

To BE SUBMITTED TO THE LEGAL ELECTORS OF THE STATE OF
? OREGON FOR THEIR APPROVAL OR REJECTION

- Tay

PR v Bt s )

PROPCSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION

A bill for a law to amend the direct primary law by Florida paSSed a laW in
extending its provisions to presidential nominations,
allowing voters to designate their choice for their 1901 that allowed fOI’

party candidate for DPresident and Viee-President;
for direct nomination of party candidates for presi- . . . .
dential electors; for election by party voters of dele- preSldentlal nomlnatlng
gates to their party national nominating conventions, . . . , .
each voter voting for one delegate; for payment of pr|mar|es but dldn t requ"’e
delegates’ actual traveling expenses, not exceeding
two hundred dollars for each delegate, and extending them.
the publicity rights of cundidates in the State nomi-

nating and gencral clection campaipn bocks. Vote YES or NO.

3586, Yes.

357, No.

B—

In 1910, Oregon is the first state to use primary elections to
choose presidential electors.

Turning Points - 3




TABLE 8.1. Use of Presidential Primary in 1920 by Size of State
Five or Fewer Six to Eleven Twelve or More
Congressional Congressional Congressional
Districts Districts Districts

Provision for Montana California Illinois
Presidential New Hampshire Maryland Indiana
Primary in 1920 North Dakota Nebraska Massachusetts

Oregon West Virginia Michigan

South Dakota Wisconsin New Jersey

Vermont New York

Ohio
Pennsylvania

No Provision for Arizona Towa Missouri
Presidential Colorado Kansas
Primary in 1920 Connecticut Kentucky

Delaware Minnesota

Idaho Oklahoma

Maine

Nevada

New Mexico

Rhode Island

Utah

Washington

Wyoming

Ware, Alan. The American Direct Primary: Party Institutionalization and Transformation
in the North. United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2002., p. 249
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SEE! HEAR! THE PRIZE FIGHTS, THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION,
THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION WITH THE NEW, LOW PRICED

e

Jele-Tone Television

You can afford television now! Yes, The May Co. and Tele-tone join to
bring you “front-row-seat” television at a really low price! Here's a
thrilling performance in a beautifully styled mahogany finish table °

cabinet, designed to afford you excellent reception and true picture brilli-
ance. Easy tuning controls, full channel operation on the 28-square-inch plus 45.00 normal installation
screen. Come in, see, hear and purchase this new, low-priced Tele-tone and 1 year guarantee
television set, tomorrow!

MAIL ORDERS OR PHONE CA. 5500 * Television, Fifth Floor * IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

g

Television in 1948 (Baltimore Sun, 06-Jun-1948,
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To See---WMAR-TV

Anycne watching a television set tuned
to WMAR-TV, Channel Two, will have
a front-row seat at the Convention.

The mmost elaborate coverage in the
history of television is planned for the
Philadelphia Convention and ‘WMAR-
TV, the Sunpapers television station,
will carry the programs of three major
networks——Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem, Dumont and American Broadcasting
Company ——direct from the Convention

floor.

Five television cameras, as shown in
the diagram on the left, will cover the
proceedings of the Republican nomina-
tion. Watch for the exact dates and times
of Convention telecasts in the WMAR-
TV program announcements each day in
The Sun and The Evening Sun.

Baltimore Evening Sun, 16-Jun-1948, p. 38

Turning Points - 3
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Research Inc., NBC, RMA television set production numbers, and early Hooper
ratings, at the time of the 1948 political conventions, 425,000 to 450,000 sets had
been sold in the United States, with roughly 340,000 located in the nine cities
where viewers could watch the conventions live.

Before the Bloggers: The Upstart News Technology of Television at
the 1948 Political Conventions

Turning Points - 3 11
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WAYBACK WHEN

1948 saw first televised convention

u Politics: Hot glare of TV
lights shone on the Republican
gathering in a steamp
Philadelphia sanmer.

By FRED RASMUSSEN
suNeTARF

In the sweltering summer of
1948, those attending the Republi-
can National Convention in Phila-
delphia made political history by
taking part in the first convention
to be broadcast on television.

“Superlatives and red-rimmed
eyes are as common as campaign
buttons at a national convention
but television has added to the
number of both at this session of
the Republican enclave,” reported
The Sun.

‘The newspaper estimated that
10 million viewers through 300,000
“television receivers" along the
East Coast would see and hear the
convention activities. Another
5,000,000 were expected to see it
within 24 hours through film ver-
sions for “west of the Alleghenies.”

Newspaper ads promised Balti-
moreans_that anyone watching
WMAR-TV — then owned by The
Sun — “will have a front row seat
at the Convention.”

- most elaborate coverage
in the history of television is
planned for the Philadelphia con-
vention,” the newspaper reported,
adding that “television has firmly
established itself as another fix-
tuie of the convention scene.”

One of those roving the conven-
tion hall dressed in a seersucker
suit and straw boater was Sunpa-
pers reporter H.L. Mencken, who
had covered national conventions
— which he described as “orgies”
— since 1920. He took a different
view about the intrusion of televi-
sion.

“Television will take its first
real bite at the statesmen of
America tomorrow, and this after-
noon there was a sort of experi-

National

Shining light k.

g] hen
Convention was the first to be televised.

mental gumming or rehearsal in
Convention Hall. It passed off well
enough, all things considered, and

one was actually fried to
death," he wrote.

Sitting in the press stand, Men-
cken wondered if any politician
“no matter how leathery his hide,”
could survive the “unprecedented
glare of light without considerable
singeing,” when 10,000 watt lamps
‘were turned on to illuminate the
hall for the benefit of TV cameras.

“The initial sensation was rath-
er pleasant than otherwise, for it
'was a good deal like that of lolling
on a Florida beach in midsummer.
But in a few minutes I began to
wilt and go blind, so the rest of my
observations had to be made from
a distance and through a brown
beer bottle,” he wrote.

He gently poked fun at Carroll
Reece, chairman of the national

committee, who was rehearsing
his opening speech before the
newsreel cameras and after losing
his way, started over again, being
somewhat thrown off by what he
termed “all of this hocus-pocus.”

“Even under the mild newsreel
lights Reece did some very free
sweating. Tomorrow, under the
television superglare, he may faint
or even catch fire. But no one is
worried about that for the Nation-
al Committee has a blanket acci-
dent policy on all participants in
the convention, with a very juicy
indemnity for the widow of any
who s actually put to death.”

Mencken observed that the ev-
ery cosmetic counter in Philadel-
phia and their wares were sudden-
lyin high demand.

“The ladies who will cavort be-
fore them [TV cameras] are run-
ning about town tonight seeking

“The initial sensation
was rather pleasant than
otherwise, for it was a
good deal like that of
lolling on a Florida beach
inmidsummer. Butin a
Jfewminutes I began to
wilt and go blind, so the.
rest of my observations
hadto be made froma
distance and through a
brown beer bottle.”

H.L. Mencken On the TV lights

advice about television makeup.
The report circulates that it dif-
fers enormously from makeup for
the movies, for the newsreels, or
even for stoking a blast furnace.

“One female politico told me
that she had learned that all the
ordinary pigments were ineffec-
tive, and that it would be neces-
sary to lay in purple, green and
even black grease paints,” he
wrote.

The Sun reported that in some
Baltimore bars, customers grew
tired of “all that political baloney"”
and preferred listening to a base-
ball game on the radio. In the Ter-
race Room of the Belvedere, how-
ever, “all chairs were occupied —
mostly by prosperous-looking
men of middle-age — and all eyes
were on the television screen.”

In another amusing moment, a
Mid-Western delegation request-
ed that in the future TV engineers
give delegations a warning before
turning on their cameras.

“When the camera roved over
the audience during the keynote
speech Monday night, it caught
two of the delegates sprawled out
on their chairs asleep,” said The
Sun.

Sitting in the press stand, Men-
cken wondered if any politician
“no matier how leathery his hide,"”
could survive the “unprecedented
glare of light without considerable
singeing,” when 10,000 watt lamps
were turned on to illuminate the
hall for the benefit of TV cameras.

The light and the heat
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Enter Stratovison
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The Conventions

Dotes —Pary — locaion  INotes

June 21-25 Republicans Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

July 12-15 Democrats™ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania *Southern walkout
July 17 States' Rights Democratic Party  Birmingham, Alabama “Dixiecrats”

July 23-25  Progressives Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Turning Points - 3 14




REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 1948

TELEVISION

ADMIT BEARER
COMMERCIAL MUSEUM
Friday, June 25th

.
.........
14 .

Ticket for television personnel
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Press vehicles gather at Republican convention
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tion early today hecard the fast
ol seven names presented to it as
q candidates for the presidency.

For Nomination

Philadelphia. — #; — Amia
traditional farfare and tumult,

{Preseni Seven
|

the republiceny national conven-

Dawn was barely an hour is-
tant  when the noisy speech-
making session came to a husky-
throaled erd a: 4:02 an.

Weary, Dbleary-eyed delegutes
® [were Icid % Le back in their
places at 2 p.m. (noon, CST) to
start the serious business of picic-
ing thc party's 1913 standard
. bearer,

Interspersed by demonstrations
ranging from two 1o 38 minutes.
the sales-talk oralory presented
- jthe names of Gov. Thomas E. °
Dewey’ of "‘New York, Senator t
Robert A, Taft oL Ohio, former| !
Gov. Harcld E. Stassen of Min-
— |resota, Gov. Earl Warren of
California, Senator Arthu- H. S
Vandenberg of Michigan, Sena-
tor Raymond E. Pa'dwin of Con-
necticut, and Gen. Douglas Mac- .]:
l Arlhur of Visconsin,

Hers ara sacmaa a8 o

The Magnificent Seven

Turning Points - 3
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) _NEW YORK, THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 1948.

o - . N. Y.
Tepse N Yl

THREE CENTS gy 10lk crrr

Senator Martin, Urgin
Dewey, First to Make
Nominating Speech

ALABAMA YJELDS TO HIM fiad

Tait, Warren, Stassen and
Vandenberg Are Also Named
—Bal'oting Today

By JAMES A. HAGERTY
‘spectal t0 Tuz NEW Yorx Timzs.

PHILADELFHIA,  Thursaay,
Juns 24—With more than the usu-
al amount of fanfare that custom-
arily  accompanies nominating
speeches, the candidates for the
nomination for President were
placed before the Republican Na-
tional Convention in a session that
insted long after midnight,
At 3:00 A. M. Gov. Thomas E,
Dewey of New York, Senator Rob-
:rt A. Taft of Ohio, Gov. Earl
Waren of California, Harold E.
stassen of Minnesota and Senator
Raymond E. Baldwin

on the Ci

NAMES PRESENTED A DEMONSTRATION FOR THE NEW YORK GOVERNOR

ut had been put in ncmlmum in a
ieries of speeches which were fol-
owed by noisy and prolongad Facs:

Tie New York Times

floor when Mr. Dewey was plmd in nnmlnlﬂon.
acsimile transmis

HALLECK IS GALLED

mstrations.
Gev. Kim Sigler of Michigan was

AMIC DDCCCAITEN

™ PLAGE LEADER

Dewey ‘Bandwagon’ Dazzles
Rivals, but They Plod Ahead|

41 PENNSYLVANIA VOTES TO DEWEY;
INDIANA GIVES HIM 29 AS HIS RIVALS
BATTLE TO BLOCK VICTORY TODAY

NEW YORKER GAINS

Halleck Drops ‘Favorite
Son’ Role to Give His
Votes to Governor

L3R DRISCOLL ALSO SWINGS

Taft, Stassen Lead Opposition
to Dewey—Latter Calls for
Free Convention Choice

Ezcerpts [rom mominating
speeches are on Page 4.

‘'Thomas E. Dewey's Presidential
bandwagon still lurched onward to-
night, though every sort of roade
block was being thrown in by

Bl | coalitions seeking desperately to

arrest its progress.

Indiana decided to cast its twen-
ty-nine votes for the New York
Governor at the very outset of bale
tating.

Pennsylvania in formal caucus
voted forty-one for Mr. Dewey and
twenty-seven for his most deter-
mined rival, Senator Robert A.
Taft of Ohio, with scattered votes

elsewhere.

Dewey “bandwagon still lurched onward” -

NYT, 24-Jun-1948

Turning Points - 3
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LATE CITY EDITION

Cloudy, warm with evening show-
ers today. Fair, cooler tomorrow.
Temperature Range Today-Max.,85 ; Min.,68
Temperatures (esterday—Max., 897 Mia., 60
Pull U. 5. Wather Burean Keport, Page 41

“All the News
That's Fit to Print”

The New Pork Times.

Copyright, 1948, by The New York Times Company.

VOL. XCVII.No. 33,025. Bt it Sl g NEW YORK FRIDAY, JUNE 25, 1948. T ephone LArawanna 1000 ¥ THREE CENTS 1qw yoilk arx

DEWEY UNANIMOUS REPUBLICAN CHOICE
FOR PRESIDENT ON THE THIRD BALLOT;
RUNNING MATE WILL BE NAMED TODAY

NOMINATED FOR PRESIDENT

CLAY DECLARES U. 5.
WONT QUIT BERLIN
SHORT-OF WARFARE

But Military Sources Imply
West May Go if Germans
Suffer Under Soviet Curb

Draft Bill Signed by Truman;
Youths Register in Six Weeks

President Acts Without Comment—Rush
Into Guard Units for Exemption Is Halted
—Big Defense Funds Also Approved
By ANTHONY LEVIERO

ipecial to Tae New Yous Foees.
June 24—The, President Trumnan signed the

TENSION IN CITY MOUNTS

British Stop Ruhr Shipments
to Russians as Latter Cut
Eleclricily and Milk Supply

By JACK RAYMOND
Nrw .

24—In a serious appraisal of the,

draft act requiring military serv-|measure, cornerstone of the Ad-
ice of men from 19 through 25|ministration rearnament program,
years of age becam: law at 5:40|within twenty-four hours after it
P. M. today when President Tru-(had reached him, squelching re-

|man signed the measure without|ports that he would delay as long
the

comment. as possible in crder to fill
Registration of youths was ex-|ranks of the resarve units.
pentad to hagin within six weeks.| AMaembers of ths National Guard
but under the law no one could be |and other part-time unitsy need
drafted until ninety days from to-|grill only once a week and go to

day.
In the first year 200,000 tolin 5 year for thiee years, where-
225,000 men would be called. Al,s grafted men must serve full

camp for only sbout two weeks|

COAL OWNERS YIELD
ON PAY AND RELIEF
T0 PREVENT STRIKE

$1-a-Day More in Wages With
Relief Fund of 100 Million a
Year Won in Lewis Victory

AGREEMENT BEING DRAWN

“Onerous’ Clauses Retained by
Union—Steel Company Plants
Go Along ‘Reluctantly”

DEWEY GIVES CALL

Accepting  Nomination,
He Bids People Seek
Unity in New Faith

UNFETTERED, HE SAYS

Praises All Opponents
and Avoids Partisan
Attack on Truman

‘WASHINGTON, June 24—John

provision of the law also permitted|time for twenty-one months.
181 AN wenth:. of 18 ta volunteer —_ . e e -

L. Lewis and the United Mine

x
Text of Governor Dewey’s ad- ||

I dress to convention, Page 2.

Speciu to Tux Naw Youx Tocs.

PHILADELPHIA. Jtne 24 —|

OPPOSITION FALLS

Taft and Stassen Join
in Urging Selection
of New Yorker

GOP PRECEDENT SET

Dewey Is First Defeated
Candidate to Be
Choseén Again

By WILLIAM S. WHITE
Special to T New Yonx Tooes.

PHILADELPHIA, June 24—

Thomas E. Dewey was nominated

tonight by the Republicans for the

First defeated candidate chosen again, NYT, 25-Jun-1948

Turning Points - 3
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—Summary Of Republican Platform—

Philadelphia, June 22, (/—Here
are the highlights of the platform
approved by the resolutions com-
mittee of the Republican National
convention for action by the con-
Vention itself tomorrow:

“To establish and maintain
peace, to build a country in which
every citizen can earn a good liv-
ing with the promise of real prog-
ress for himself and his family,
and to uphold as a beacon light
for mankind everywhere the in-
spiring American tradition of lib-
erty, opportunity and justice for
?I]—t!‘mt is the Republican plat-
orm.

“Our foreign policy is dedicated
to preserving a free America in a
free world of free men . . . Pru-
dently conserving our own re-
sources, we shall cooperate on a
self-help basis with other peace-
Joving nations. . . We believe in
collective security . . . The Unit-
ed Nations should progressively
establish international law,
freed of any veto in the peaceful
settlement of international dis-
putes, and be provided with the
armed forces contemplated by the
charter.”

“We pledge an attack on the
basic causes of inflation, including
progressive reduction of the cost
of government . . . Stimulation
of production . . . Fiscal policies
to provide increased incentives, a
sound . :rrency, reduction of the
public debt.”

“The maintenance of armed

services for air, land and sea, to a
degree which will insire our na-
tional security . . . recognizing

.the American principle that every

citizen has an obligation of service
to his country.”

“Continuation of efforts . . . to
reduce the enormous burden of
taxation . . . Withdraw or re-
duce those taxes which can best
be administered by local govern-
ments, with particular considera-
tion of excisc and inheritance
taxes.”

“Small business . . . must be
encouraged through aggressive
anti poly action, elimination
of unnecessary controls, protec-
tion against discrimination, cor-
rection of tax abuses, and limita-
tion of competition by govern-
mental organizations.” -

“Collective bargaining is an ob-
ligation as well as a right, apply-
ing equally to workers and cm-
ployers; and the fundamental
right to strike is subordinate only
to paramount considerations of
public health and safety . . . We
pledge continuing study to im-
prove labor-management legisla-
[ RS

“A long-term program in the
interest of agriculture and con-
sumer . . . An accelerated pro-
gram of sounder soil conservation;
effective protection of reasonable
market prices th flexible

. . . Support of the principle of
bona fide farimer-owned and iarm-
er - operated cooperatives, and
sound rural electrification.”

“A  comprehensive reclamation
program . . . with full protection
of the rights and interests of the
states.”

“A realistic and adequate ad-
justment of (veterans') benefits
on a cost-of-living basis.”

“Federal aid to the states for

. local slum clearance and low-

rental housing programs only
where there is a need that cannot
be met either by private enter-
prise, or by the states and locali-
ties.” .

“Extension of the federal old
age and survivors' insurance pro-
gram and increase of the benefits
. . . Strengthening of federal-
state programs designed to pro-
‘t{ide more adequate hospital facili-
ies.”

“Prompt enactment of legisla-

tion to end (lynching) . . . Legis-
lation to maintain the equal op-
portunity to work and to advance
in life . . . abolition of the poll
tax . . . We are opposed to the
idea of racial segregation in the
armed services.”

“Vigorous enforcement of exist-
ing laws against Communists and
enactment of such new legislation
as may be necessary to expose the
tr ble activities of Commu-

support prices, commodity loans,
marketing agreements . . . en-
couragement of family-sized farms

nists and defeat their objective of
establishing here a Godless dicta-
torship controlled from abroad.”

Republican Platform
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NYT, 27-Jun-1948
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OF ALL THINGS

BSERVERS at Philadelphia re-
O port that the nomination of
Dewey was accepted by the del-
egates with widespread, though not un-
bridled, enthusiasm. The impression one
gets is that our Governor is exactly
what the Party wants, but not very
much, .

The choice of Earl Warren as
Dewey’s running mate was received
with relief by citizens of an international
frame of mind. There had been some
frightening talk about Representative
Halleck, a man who does not believe
that there is any such place as abroad.

The Democratic Convention is only
a couple of weeks away, but Mr. Tru-
man isn’t able to devote much time to
politics. He is too busy signing bills
of which he does not approve.

The Democrats jeer that the G.O.P.
was afraid to pick a candidate who had
anything to do with the Eightieth Con-
gress. At any rate, both the nominees
have airtight alibis.

New Yorker, 3-Jul-1948, p. 66
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Democrats also meet in Philidelphia
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Truman Wrote of '48 Offer
to Eisenhower

ﬁ Share full article ~ ﬂ

July 11, 2003

A newly discovered diary kept by President Harry S. Truman in
1947 tells of a private conversation in which he urged Dwight D.
Eisenhower to seek the Democratic presidential nomination the
next year, with Truman as his vice-presidential running mate, the
National Archives announced today.

Although there was speculation of such a plan at the time, Truman
always denied it. The diary, however, shows that he was concerned
that Gen. Douglas MacArthur, then the military governor of Japan,
might win the Republican nomination. So he had the idea of
countering with another popular World War II hero, Eisenhower.

""Ike and I think MacArthur expects to make a Roman triumphal
return to the U.S. a short time before the Republican convention
meets in Philadelphia,’ says the relevant entry, dated July 21, 1947.
"I told Ike that if he did that," then Eisenhower should ""announce
for the nomination for president on the Democratic ticket and that
I'd be glad to be in second place, or vice president."

Truman Wrote of '48 Offer to Eisenhower, NYT, 11-Jul-2003
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One Question: “Should the Communist Party be outlawed in America?”
Dewey-Stassen radio debate, 17-May-1948, Portland, Oregon
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Aftermath of war : Americans and the remaking of Japan, 1945-
1952, Howard B. Schonberger, p. 76
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Convention Opens To
Choose 1948 Ticket

Se

Democrats in Philadelphia
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The Truman Album, 1948
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TRUMAN, BARKLEY NAMED BY DEMOCRATS;
SOUTH LOSES ON CIVIL RIGHTS, 35 WALK OUT;
PRESIDENT WILL RECALL CONGRESS JULY 26

MOSCON REJEGTS [Sttn = Ourase” TS SHEEP TALY N A FIGATING 0D __._THE DEOCRATIC NaTioN a1, o VICTORY SWEEPING
PARLEY ONBERLIN | *"°5 AFIGR AN ASSASSN|, -—— '
TO BREAK IMPASSE :w-N?‘ON‘ i “_5:"2}:.‘2 WOUNDS TOG“ATTI and Make the Repu;:n

Iicans Like It

President Wins, 9473 to
263, Over Russell on
the First Ballot

Reply to Protests on Blockade| ».
Asserts Any Talks Must |, o™ ol
@.’) Embrace All of Germany Prouiet E
sian Communis

slay

Six Dead, Scores Hurt as
= s Battle Pl , Who Are
aid

to Be in Contral |SCORNFUL OF RIVALS

BARKLEY ACCLAIMED

NYT, 15-Jul-1948
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DAY, JULY 12, 1948.

Timgs Square. New Yorx 13N, Y. THREE CENTS ~EW TORK CiTY

—

TRUMAN ASKS DOUGLAS TO JOIN SLATE;
SOUTH’S REVOLT COLLAPSES IN CAUCUS;
DEMOCRATS PREPARE TO MEET TODAY

DISSIDENTS GIVE UP SOUTHERN GOVERNOR IN ACTION

Southerners Fail to Get

Candidate to Contest
Truman on Rights

FLOOR FIGHT IN PROSPECT

Opposition in Move to Sway
the Platform Committee

y S. WHITE
‘Spectai to Tix Now Yorx Tous.

PHILADELPHIA, July 11—The
southern revelt against President

Truman's nemination  collapse

utterly tonigit as an effective
force iIn e Demvcialic National

Convention.

A long-advertised “states’ rights”
caucus of Southerners bitterly op-
posed to the President and to his
civil rights program was unable to
bring forward, after twenty-four
hours of search, an alternative
candidate even to stand symboli-
cally against Mr. Truman in the|™
| convention.

[The Associated Press report-
ed that a cemmittee of South-
ern Democrats proposed early
today that the name of Gov.
Ben Laney of Arkansas be put
before the convention in opposi-

Urged to Continue

d

tion to that of President Tru- J. Strom Thurmond of South Carolina addressing caucus of
man. Mr. Laney's selection still | Dixie leaders in Philadelphia as Gov. Ber hney of Arkansas looks

is subiect o aporoval bY & laver his nates s

JURIST'S REPLY DUE

}Phone Pleas From Many
Leaders Press Him
to Accept Call

NEW YORKERS BACK HIM

Believe He Can Help Cut Into
Wallace Vote in the State—
Fight on Choice Rises

By JAMES A. HAGERTY
Specinl to Tue New Yorx Tues.
PHILADELPHIA, Monday, July
12—-With the Democratic National
Convertion scheduled to convene
at 11:30 this morning in the Mu-
nicipal Auditorium. William O.
Douglas, associate justice of the
Supreme Court, is scheduled to be
nomineted for Vice President if he
is willing to accept
In the belief that he would
strengthen the ticket, President
Truman has asked Justice Douglas
to be his -running mate. Al
throug yesterday Justice Douglas,
who s in Portland. Ore., re-
ceived telephone calls 1rom friends
€ the President and from members
of groips that had been support-
ing him for the Presidential nom-
ination. A definite answer was
expected from him this morning.
Amcng those reported to have
talked with Justice Douglas were
Robert E. Hannegan, former Demo-

Looking fora VP, NYT, 12-Jul-1948
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Exit Stage Right
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“DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1947

PRICE FIVE CENTS

e | Foreign | Politics
' Reds Again

Their Way Into

fgey Wallace Announces He'll
Tkeis - Run as an Independent

| City's Outskirts 3
| ATHENS — (P) — Fresh
guerrilla battalions fought
their way into the outskirts
of Konitsa last night and r

Be Wallace
Ticket Mate

established their siege, Govt.
sources said, after Greek| WASHINGTON—(P)—Sen.
‘Army troops had broken open | Glen H. Taylor (D-Idaho)
the revel lines Just long enough 10/ said last night he is “giving
T oy toreements i | 51 ideration” to the possi-

put- [ bility of running for Vice

‘*"“”uwh ¢ on an independent ticket

I i okes-
uerrillus now num-
20,000 men  of

000 were deployed i | hances of
rwacacall tigur
on e \nm S

igher than previous esti-

ek Army brigade  proached and 1 am EIVIng the mat-
eal sector shifted to

the Tront ymmediately around Kon- | C

ASt i Reces’ b on ageous
Frophet Filas e | that the
| ety b “were uried back Yn\\ xfbe

ter consideration.” ke said

HENRY A, WALLACE
- - - Independent Candidate

= T =1
Taylor May S 'Sava Truman

And GOP Are
Just Alike

CHICAGO —(P)\— Henry
Wallace announced last night
1 shall run as an independent
candidate for President of the
United States in 1948

Wallace made the an-
nouncement in an address
over the Mutual network.

said “today theze's a
greater menace than ever be-
ore—a menace more serious
than has ever confronted the
human race.

“That menace can be met
and overcome by a new politi
cal alignment which requires the
organization of & new political
party. it

I shall run as.

ht ‘X: s o s “..,.\l.‘."‘ i
et s St 5 m,ﬁr,.;‘.r Sl Pepper Regrels ‘Wallace

i1 this onitea, the Tatest example of Dot Has Left Democrats
e Scores o rebel | It is. s an overgrown buly L o nib bty §
ed z were buried in the | foreign policy | RT MEADE -Fia) i Hore s vight 140 Wil b the s Taluable voe
et he regrets He heral battie—and for | you_ever have cast @ ever Wil
for pre prosperity_and ot
P Trtormed of Wallace's ntent to campaign for the presidency on | Wi “Thousands
Lo d . - = L an independent_ticket, Pepy people all over the U. S. have ark
" cani- |, z Aiiirmed his own stand witkin the (me. to engage in this sreat fight
1T was ve wueh 3rd Parties Have | party “for the people and their | Tne people are on the march
compora- in even Prosperity and peace” hape Who are listening o
= ‘e 1% Swung Some pl N - £~ ¥, B e
pe s a . El and personaiy of M |bete. progres sndpromerty e
will carn o s unities and throughout
B Elections Setaon e i O e
"Will 3o let me know that you

s BEERERE L oGeses =
Wmi.g gm-,&u = ey 3

e to hink th n,nn-mr-nm
s Nelsor them New Vork wd Gac deas % | scocatil 15 iecng thlr ove
der, e s peitica Geau o o Gov Thomas crndian
otticially ©f he of New York m.h.nh(} Birney, an and- | ©
< B ords were_echoed by War ¥ \narpiy with John- | siatery Kentockiar. i &b & Libe.
tratoe who_sai Uis poine, Sen Knowiand Gy Party :-nmmn
id Wallace's race | eiough votes s thai Hemry
Tie mdverse | Wi locs New York Sta
raiic Party | K. Polk, Democrat. This gave Polk

determin- \m-mn.. and possibly one or two  been 1
units. the  other states. Abtaam Lincoin, Regu
e sl W Noister poned ou sk the " thosen 1

detalls. Konitsa garrison is not only (g yri

have come ..; fighting against the.

| orris, Florello LaGunrdia
...a wumu “Wiikie long ago found

Exit Stage Left

Turning Points - 3

34



1948 DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION

1 Philadelphia WHITE HOUSE
8 CSPAN
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Convention in Oklahoma City, 14-Aug-1948
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REBELS DECLARE
THEIR PRINGIPLES

f

§ Declaration of Principles Is-
1| sued at States’ Rights

! Convention

Birmingham, Ala., July 17.—(®)—
The following is the “Declaration of
Principles” reported by the resolu-|'
tions committee of the states rights
meeting today: |

We affirm that a political party|
is an instrumentality for effectuat-|:
ing the principles upon which thej
party is founded; that a platform of
principles is a solemn covenant
with the people and with the mem-
bers of the party; that no leader of
the party, in temporary power, hqs
the right or privilege to proceed
contrary to the fundamental prin-
ciples of the party, or the letter or
spirit of the Constitution of the
United States; that to act contrary
to these principles is a breach of
faith, a usurpation of power, and
a forfeiture of the party name and
party leadership.

We believe that racial and re-
ligious minorities should be pro-
tected in their rights guaranteed

See DECLARATION. Page Two.

a -e - oan
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Convention in Birmingham, 17-Jul-1948
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Get ‘em while they’re young
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/ @ SORE SPOTS IN RUSSIA'S
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T s x e FINLANDY s ment now o fnd WORLD RELATIONS
% closely 1o Moscow. &5 .

IRON CURTAIN" HERE. %

ML soys Russions operate generall
persecute Catholics. ind o wall of A

QHOSCOW

trolling governments
in all central Europe.

[P demeands
for lond and bes-

es alarm Turke
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and in Eritreo, along

the British lifeline
— g o woo

of try
Arabs from Britain. ||=

Churchill and the “Iron Curtain”
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FOR VICE-PRESIDENT FOR PRESIDENT

Ng/w\..: LV P PRI

OFFICIAL PROCRAM
of the National
Founding Convention

of the New Party
Philadelphia
July 23-25, 1948
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NEW YORK. FRIDAY. JULY 23, 1948.

RID WALLACE PARTY!
OF COMMUNIST GRIP,
ADA LEADER URGES)

J. Loeb Jr. Demands Plat\‘nrmll
Group Support the ERP and
Condemn All ‘Police States’ I

TUGWELL IN SHARP REPLY

Sees Move by Group to Back
Dewey, a Taylor Asserts |
Real ‘Reds’ Will Do

By W. H. LAWRENCE [
Special to Twe New Yorx Towws.

PHILADELPHIA, July 22—The
new party's platform committee
was plunged into angry debate late
today by & demand from non-Com-
munist New Dealers that it demon.
strate its indspendence of commu-
nism and_totalitarianism by en-
dorsing the European Recovery
Program and by condemning all|t
“police states” whether in Missis-|s
sippi or Russia.

James Loeb Jr., national execu-
tive secretary of Americans for
Democratic Action. outwaited all
efforts to discourage his testimony
through delay. He told the cnm—l

o

‘mittee members to their faces that
although Henry A. Wallace was
the party's Presidential candidate
this “does not obscure the fact that
the Communists and their collab-
orators guide' the major policies
and word the major pronounce-
menta of this party.” |

A few persons hissed Mr. Loeb.

H

Dr. Joseph Johnson of Washington,
dean of Howard University's medi-
cal school, made arigry replies on
behalf of the Wallace group.

Dr. Tugwell said that the Amer-
icans for Democratic Action had
resorted to ‘“unscrupulous and
demagogic denuciation” and ap-
peared to be getting ready to en-
dorse Gov. Thomas E. Dewey

c

+
t

o
N
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Henry and Pete
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Henry Wallace Documentary PBS 2004
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https://youtu.be/Qv2l8FMDzwU?si=BU00Lcscq0K3Atlj

Peace -

- Freedom -

LS
Abundance -

The Platform of the Progressive Party
as adopted at the Founding Convention,
Philadelphia, July 23-25, 1948

Progressive Party Platform
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FRIENDLY HENRY WALLACE “::iSONGS FOR
s coreun| WAL ACE

And ‘Milton Agar
Brightly, but not too fast

Published by
PEOBLE'S 3ONG, INC.
7 ER A

5
B i ot W “me]|
& : 2

s National
vy e watz Watace! T Frieni-ty Henry Wal-tace: V9 vy e wams | Sommistee
P @ o

39 Park Ave., NY =16, N. Y.

- | WALDEMAR HILLE, Editor in Chiof
PETER SEEGER and IRWIN SILBER-

Walace In fthe White House. I youwantthe right man,
{0 e i Associate Edil
@; ﬁ‘ Copyright June *48by People’s Songs, Inc.
Now'eth e fo_ 1 mant” o o e cigt wan in i wnwe Bosee |1 /S BLELORGOONTRHTE
BATTLE HYMN OF ‘43 2
A VISIT WITH HARRY 2
=ES = | FriENDLY HENRY WAL 3
P 7 E'LL ALL JOIN GIDEON'S ARMY 3
Gt and shout from ev- 'ry roof and stee-ple, T G h
1 SKIP 7O TH 4
USE YOUR BALLOT 4
THE TIME HAS COM i
HALLELUJAH, I'M A~ 'nuvuuN' 5
PUT IT ON THE G H
LISTEN MISTER RANKIN c
GREAT DAY! 6
THE WALLACE SHOUT 1
THERE'SIUST A SLIGHT DIFF KENCE. 1
- e THE SAME MERRY GO-T 8
e 2 = ALL TOGET! 8
B e SPRING SONG. 9
Er e SING ALONG o 4
THE EARMEILLABOR THAIN 0
WHICH SIDE ARE Y 10
ivery one wants Taylor et cut and shot rom every roo and s UNION TN (For Watlce) 10
Fiiendsy Glon i, Taplor Weve o he e, i O and to the peope. | HENRY WALLACE MAN i
Taylor next to wmm " the vt Howse. Taylor GODOWN AND SEE
W you want the right t Frieadiy Glen H, Taylor H 01 OMMON MEN
s e tme 10 ight, ¢ Taylor next to Wallace at that ine White House, WALLAcr MEETING GROUND 12
N by GIACOMO PATRI

Fight o put the Fight team in the White House, (e i e ey

WE'LL ALL JOIN GIDEON'S ARMY

Words by Paul Robeson
Tunes: Get On Board
Old Time Religion

im cmpueyg tc Watce, e, e sl

o s
o 0id Tume Reiio’ vy

i e o e, G O D
v tor grow St
o oo parodies n s
Saing ther evex iace e troducedthemnin Cleve
o resident rally. W reprint the words here through ne e couresy
‘Cleveland People’s Songs, and Paul Robeson's permiss

Tune: “‘Get On Board””

ston. This is the way Paul Robeson has
s “Wallace

Honry's train's w-comin’,
roun’ the curve, o

vumn‘ “on he stéam and braes  Tune: “Old-Time Religion
rainin’ ev'ry nerve, S0,

Get on board, Lt cilaren

e
There's voom for many-a-more!

The fare 15 cheap and all

‘The rich and the poor are the

No Jim Craw class aboard this rain,
No diff rence in the fare. So,
Get on board, litle children
Get on board, litle children
rd, little children,

There’s room for many-

morel
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Youngest observer for the Pro-
gressive Party Convention is three-
month-old Barbara Jo Mahony, of
16 Lawrence st., Yonkers, N. Y.

Barbara Jo is being carried about
in a basket, decked with third
party ribbons and buttons, by her
parents, Ed and Ann Mahony.

Asked what she thought about
the speeches, Barbara Jo an-
swered, “Goo.” Which is pretty
bright for her age.
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Television will have to do some-
thing about this. i

The Pennsylvania Railroad lounge |
. |on the first floor of Convention Hall|
. | has been a haven for reporters. They
. |can get a beer and watch the con-
¢+ | vention proceedings on television
. | sets.

A reporter was seated before the
television screen yesterday, sipping |
his brew, when the television camera |
swept the press section. He saw his
assistant managing editor staring F
out at him. le

Feeling guilty, the reporter tried! e
to hide the beer, tried to hide him- |y
self, then realized that the television ' r

set works only in one direction. |1
- - - Pl

-
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The excitement and confusion
centering around the Progressive
Party Convention had no effect
on two newsreel cameramen, once
they had taken their quota of pic-
tures for the day.

As the delegates staged a
stration in Convention Hall to
hail the nomination of Senator
Glen Taylor, of Idaho, for Vice
President, the two camera men,
sat on a raised stand in front of
the speakers platform, playing, of
all things, a game of gin rummy.
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News of the convention

Turning Points - 3

46



cjuonunuea 9N rage g, Lulninm x

e —

of the new-born Progressive
Party — Henry A. Wallace, of
Iowa, and U. S. Senator Glen H.
Taylor, of Idaho.

All but the extreme corner of the
- | center field bleachers held close-
packed, serried rows of humanity as
the candidates—the Vice Presiden-
tial nominee first, and then the
broadly grinning former Vice Pres-
ident — entered the light-flooded
bowl from Lehigh ave.

For two hours and a half, the
great throng had been prepared by
a series of speakers, an intermittent
s |songfest and a high-pressure fund-
raising campaign, for the glimactic
moment—they moment when the
nominees for the third national
party formally accepted the nomi-
nations conferred upon them, in
colorful demonstration and deafen-
nling applause, at Convention Hall

yesterday afternoon.

-l The vastness of the ball park, its

~

30,000 Wallace Faithful
'‘Near Hysteria at Rally

By JOHN M. McCULLOUGH

Inquirer Convention Bureau
Whipped to a peak of near-hysterical excitement, a massed
cheering section of more than 30,000 men and women last night
roared salute to their Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates

diamond protected by a tight wu'_c
fence, its outfield populated by an
additional several thousand conven-
tion and party officials, press, radio
and television personnel, diffused
the concentrated roar from thou-
sands of throats as Wallace, unchal-
lenged darling of the Convention,
passed through a lane of humanity

Continued on Page 3, Column &
LOST AND FOUND

UND. brown & black long-haired male
ase. If you own him or
want _to, -m; ll’r.n.. Goetz. 7812 Verree

rd. Phila 1

LOST—Frigh spariel
. red collar. male. seen

Pri., July 23, Fruit. 69th &
ut. Reward. Blvd. 4969

TOST. Gold link choker, near  Boyd
theater. Liberal rew. Phone LO 7-4319

Additional Lost and Found Advertising
On Page One of the Classified Section
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“Letters fe the Editor

Daley’s Storm Troopers

Abolish Convéntions, Chaos

The nomination of-Hubert Humphrey for
President of the United States was not. in
the least The entire

to abolish the national conventions and give
the people more direct say in the selection

was_dictated by Lyndon Johnson, John
Baley, Richard Daley, and Carl Albert who
found it very easy to ignore any motion
he did not personally support. The Chicago
police, presumably under the direction of
the mayor, were the most brutal and Ge-
stapc-like. since the Nazis themselves.

From this experience, I hope the “Demo-
eratic” Party and the country see the need

of the nominees.

RONALD FERSKY, 1937 Revere Rd., Cleve-
land Heights.
.
I.was on the borderlie of decision. T
promised myself T would listen to both the
Democratic and Republican Conventions.

Last night, Aug. 27, after watching the
Democratic Convention, 1 told myself,
“Isn't that typical of the chaos and law-
lessness we've had for the past eight
years.”

I'm not on the borderline of decision any
more. My choice will be Richard M. Nixon.

ANN H. WAGNER, 15762 Muskingum Rd.,
. Brqok Park. 5

Shock Readers

watching the sadistic and eom-
plet.ely immoral condnct of the Chicago
lice on the night of Aug. 28, I have a fn!-
ing of revulsion\and outrage.

Having had to sons in the marines, one
wounded three times in Vietnam, it makes
me wonder ‘what they had been fighting
for. Was it the Bill of Rights, the Constitu-
tion, or to make our beloved country a
cist bastion?

Since when is it not the prerogative of
.S. citizens to walk the streets, unarmed,
without fear of being beaten for being on

the street? The scenes displayed for all lhe
world to see that night were ummdl

the days of Hitler and his S.S. Corp:

HAROLD A. DeBOE, 1550 E. 248th St.,
Euclid.

“The whole world is watching” was the
chant and the nations viewing the Demo-
cratic. Convention fiasco must surely be
vi:dermg if the U.S. is a democracy or
lunacy.

~ Outside the convention hall a peaceful
demonstration was turned into a bottle-
throwing, head-splitting free for all thanks
to Mayor Daley’s storm troppers and their
night sticks. Newsmen were clubbed, and
cameras smashed in an effort to prevent
this display of unnecessarily harsh brutality
to be seen by the rest of the nation and
the world.

aF

Inside the convention hall Mayor Daley
sat complacent and smug with his old po-
litical cronies, shouting insults while a
Senator was trymz to deliver a nominating
speech to the delegates, It's time the old
tyrannical party bosses were deposed and
the whole ugly machinery they built be dis-
mantled-and dumped for so much junk.

MRS. JOHN MORE, 9029 Pearl Rd., Strongs-
ville.
L4 -
I know that the news media will heap
abuse on the Chicago Police Dept., but the
point remains that the beatniks and hippis

went to that city to disrupt the convention
and cause trouble. The fact that the police

. beat them at thejr own game is not rele.

vant here, The point that is relevant is how
long is the average, hard-working American
going to put up. with these insane, dirty,
morons?

Next Week
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Why do we keep trying third (or fourth) parties when they never win?
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Contested conventions in presidential races, 1868-1984

General election outcome for candidates nominated on multiple ballots

Won election &R repuBLICANS Wk DEMOCRATS
Roosevelt was the last
Hayes, Garfield - president to be nominated
— kSon on muttiple ballots.
7 ballots I Cleveland . M d
2 Harrison Harding 4
=) « O @ [s]
1868 '76 '80 '84 '88 1912 '20 '32 1984
Lost election
) Adlai Stevenson was the last
Tilden Blaine candidate not to win nomination
Seymour [ Hancock I Hughes Dawey [~ Onthe firstballot.
@ 2 2 4 Bryan T3 Wikie 3 3
e e @ (5] o (6] e e
1868 '76 '80 '84 ‘a6 1916 '20 24 40 '48 '52 1984

Note: Only those candidates nominated after multiple ballots are included.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis
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Contested presidential conventions, and why parties try to avoid them
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