
Turning Points of American Politics: 5 Conventions
The nominations for the 1968 presidential election



Course outline
Date Topic Readings
10/31 Introduction

Presidential nominating conventions for the 1832 election
Genesis of the First National Political Convention: A Case 
Study in the Development of an American Institution
How Political Conventions Began—And Changed .

11/7 Presidential nominating conventions for the 1860 election Five Conventions, Four Candidates, and Three Parties: Chaos 
before the Election of 1860

11/14 Presidential nominating conventions for the 1948 election Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV transformed 
political conventions in 1948

11/21 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1968 election

Revisiting The 1968 Republican Convention ; The 
rise and fall of the televised political convention

No class meeting next Friday
12/5 Presidential nominating conventions for the 

1980 election
Conclusions

Narratives of the Presidential Nominating 
Conventions: Branding The Parties And 
Candidates
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/04/635668388/revisiting-the-1968-republican-convention
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Readings

The Rise and Fall of the 
Televised Political Convention

by 
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Turning Points - 4 3



Turning Points - 4 4

A video recap



What do you remember about the 1968 RNC or DNC conventions?
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Additional references
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“You won’t have Nixon to kick around anymore.” – 7-Nov-1962

https://youtu.be/Eu7gRDFfuA8?si=kHIg93XJ42d3W1cR
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"Whatever Became of You, Hubert?"

https://youtu.be/hUnHZAUR6hE?si=198VI9CwgeUOszCX


1968: Annus Horribilis 
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Public sentiment on Vietnam had been shifting for years 
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Walter Cronkite, “Report from Vietnam,” 27-Feb-1968



Columbia students take over campus buildings – 27-Mar-1968 
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LBJ announces that he will not seek re-election – 31-Mar-1968

Turning Points - 4 13



Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. – 4-Apr-1968
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://transgriot.blogspot.com/2009/04/dr-king-assassination-41-years-later.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy  – 6-Jun-1968 
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Norman Mailer in Chicago and Miami
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Hunter S. Thompson in Chicago
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Getting on the ballot – 13-Jan-1968 
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Gordon’s platform
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It starts in New Hampshire
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McCarthy wins while losing
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The final New Hampshire tally
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Out of 55,184
.14%

55,186



LBJ drops from race – 31-Mar-1968
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Wisconsin
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Wisconsin
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Meanwhile, in Waukesha County, primary results are on page 2
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California Primary

https://youtu.be/3YQBIHdJtkU?si=M71nWNnedFty3kxE


Nixon in Reader’s Digest – October 1967
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Nixon on Johnny Carson (22-Nov-1967)
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Nixon and Television



Results  of 1968 Republican Primaries
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Delegate Count
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Nixon with nearly enough to clinch nomination
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A rather dovish platform
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Republican’s nomination final vote, (Making of the President, 1968)
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Winthrop 
Rockefeller



Accepting the Republican Nomination, 1968
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https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/nixon-accept68/


The last words come from Mailer
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[I]n truth he was left by the television set with the knowledge that for the first time 
he had not been able to come away with an intimation of what was in a politician’s 
heart, indeed did not know if he was ready to like Nixon, or detested him for his 
resolutely non-poetic binary system, his computer’s brain, did not know if the 
candidate were real as a man, or whole as a machine, lonely in his sad eminence 
or megalomaniacal, humble enough to feel the real wounds of the country or 
sufficiently narcissistic to dream the tyrant’s dream—the reporter did not know if 
the candidate was some last wry hope of unity or the square root of minus one, a 
rudder to steer the ship of state or an empty captain above a directionless void, 
there to loose the fearful nauseas of the century. He had no idea at all if God was 
in the land or the Devil played the tune.



Democrats in Chicago
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Results of 1968 Democratic Primaries
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Democratic_Party_presidential_primaries


Democrat Delegate Count
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Our hometown boy



Democratic Party Platform
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https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/1968-democratic-party-platform
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“The Whole World is Watching”

https://youtu.be/6ZlD4Dn_U7U?si=yz6KN0Cqnh2yQdB6


News-Pilot San Pedro, California · Tuesday, January 23, 1968
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https://www.newspapers.com/paper/news-pilot/21590/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/news-pilot/21590/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/news-pilot/21590/


George Wallace and the American Independent Party
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American Independent Party not having a national convention
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The Race is On
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Lest we forget
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https://www.worldradiohistory.com/Archive-All-BC/Broadcasting-Magazine/BC-1968/1968-04-22-BC.pdf


Next time
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Did we learn anything useful from these conventions?
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