
Turning Points of American Politics: 5 Conventions
The nominations for the 1968 presidential election



Course outline
Date Topic Readings
10/31 Introduction

Presidential nominating conventions for the 1832 election
Genesis of the First National Political Convention: A Case 
Study in the Development of an American Institution
How Political Conventions Began—And Changed .

11/7 Presidential nominating conventions for the 1860 election Five Conventions, Four Candidates, and Three Parties: Chaos 
before the Election of 1860

11/14 Presidential nominating conventions for the 1948 election Sweat, steak, five o’clock shadows: How TV transformed 
political conventions in 1948

11/21 Presidential nominating conventions for the 1968 election Revisiting The 1968 Republican Convention ; The rise and fall 
of the televised political convention

12/5 Presidential nominating conventions for the 
1980 election
Conclusions

Narratives of the Presidential Nominating 
Conventions: Branding The Parties And 
Candidates
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42858464
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://www.history.com/articles/political-conventions-change
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2016/11/07/five-conventions-four-candidates-and-three-parties-chaos-before-the-election-of-1860/
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://wapo.st/4lClkt9
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/04/635668388/revisiting-the-1968-republican-convention
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d33_karabell.pdf
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mospace.umsystem.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10355/66092/research.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Paths to the nomination
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Reagan Rising: The Decisive Years, 1976–1980
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It wasn’t just television (Lassen Advocate
Susanville, California · Friday, October 31, 1975)

Turning Points - 5 5

https://www.newspapers.com/paper/lassen-advocate/33107/


“Reagan: The 1980 Model” 29-Jul-1979
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https://nyti.ms/4rPvSsv


The Republican field
• Sen. Howard Baker (Tennessee)
• Rep. John Anderson (Illinois)
• Former rep. and former CIA head, George H. W. Bush
• Rep. Phillp Crane (Illinois)
• Former Texas gov. and former sec. of Treasury John Connally 
• Sen. Robert Dole (Kansas)
• Benjamin Fernandez, California
• Sen. Larry Pressler (South Dakota)
• Former Minnesota gov. Harold Stassen
• Sen. Lowell Weicker (Connecticut)
• And, if called upon, former president Gerald Ford
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Skinner, Kiron K., Serhiy Kudelia, Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, 
Condoleezza Rice, and George P. Shultz. “Conclusions.” In The 

Strategy of Campaigning: Lessons from Ronald Reagan and Boris 
Yeltsin, 249–60. University of Michigan Press, 2007. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3998/mpub.93352.12.
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Negative campaigning is not some quirk of modern politics; nor is it a character 
›aw of this or that candidate. Rather, it derives its power from the fact that it will 
always be easier to persuade voters to fear an opponent’s flaws, real or imagined, 
than to convince them of one’s own merits



The Strategy of Campaigning, p. 256
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While Jimmy Carter argued that hard economic times required belt-tightening and 
changed expectations, Ronald Reagan argued that America’s economic problems 
were the product of government policies rather than external forces that could 
only be overcome by personal sacrifice. While Jimmy Carter followed in the 
footsteps of Nixon and Ford by endorsing and encouraging détente with the Soviet 
Union, Reagan argued against détente.



Trickle-Down Economics
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There are two ideas of government. There are those who believe that if you just 
legislate to make the well-to-do prosperous, that their prosperity will leak through 
on those below. The Democratic idea has been that if you legislate to make the 
masses prosperous their prosperity will find its way up and through every class 
that rests upon it.

– William Jennings Bryant, “Cross of Gold”

Mr. Hoover was an engineer. He knew that water trickled down. Put it uphill and let 
it go and it will reach the dryest little spot. But he didn’t know that money trickled 
up. Give it to the people at the bottom and the people at the top will have it before 
night any- how. But it will at least have passed through the poor fellow's hands 
They saved the big banks, but the little ones went up the flue.

– Will Rogers, “Money Trickles Up”

https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5354/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-st-louis-star-and-times-trickle-do/105123031/


Philip Crane, John Connally, John Anderson, Howard Baker, Bob 
Dole, Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush
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Reagan's Nashua Moment

https://youtu.be/OO2_49TycdE?si=W9ial9eOkeGqq1hT


Lunch, William M. The Nationalization of American Politics. Univ of 
California Press, 2023, p. 51
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Busch, Andrew. Reagan’s Victory: The Presidential Election of 1980 and the 
Rise of the Right. University Press of Kansas, 2005. p. 72-73
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14-17-Jul-1980, Joe Lewis Arena 
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Road to the White House Rewind Preview: 1980 Texas 
Republican Primary Debate – 24-Apr-1980

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHE6sD3w72o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHE6sD3w72o


The Equal Rights Amendment (NYT, 10-Jul-1980)
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Final delegate count
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Who was Anne Armstrong?

%3ca%20href=%22https:/www.k-state.edu/landon/speakers/anne-armstrong/%22%3eAnne%20Armstrong%3c/a%3e
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Ronald Reagan's Acceptance Speech at Republican 
National Convention, July 17, 1980

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBP2gvZTnwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBP2gvZTnwM
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Ronald Reagan's Acceptance Speech at Republican 
National Convention, July 17, 1980, conclusion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBP2gvZTnwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBP2gvZTnwM


Ford was courted as a vice-presidential selection
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https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/09/the-dynasty-that-almost-wasnt-213150/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/09/the-dynasty-that-almost-wasnt-213150/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/09/the-dynasty-that-almost-wasnt-213150/


It was, however, George H. W. Bush
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Kennedy Announces (Boston Globe, 8-Nov-1979)
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From the WDEF Archives: The 1980 Presidential Primaries

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIReLAKcQIk


Who were these people?
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Candidate Votes Percentage Notes
Jimmy Carter (inc.) 2,123 64.04%
Ted Kennedy 1,151 34.72%
William Proxmire 10 0.30% Wisconsin senator
Koryne Kaneski Horbal 5 0.15% Minnesota activist
Scott M. Matheson 5 0.15% Utah governor
Ron Dellums 3 0.09% California representative
Robert Byrd 2 0.06% West Virginia senator
John Culver 2 0.06% Iowa senator
Kent Hance 2 0.06% Texas represenative
Jennings Randolph 2 0.06% West Virginia senator
Warren Spannaus 2 0.06% Minnesota attorney general
Alice Tripp 2 0.06% Minnesota activist
Jerry Brown 1 0.03% California governor
Dale Bumpers 1 0.03% Arkansas senator
Hugh L. Carey 1 0.03% New York governor
Walter Mondale 1 0.03% Minnesota senator
Edmund Muskie 1 0.03% Maine senator
Thomas J. Steed 1 0.03% Oklahoma representative

Democratic National Convention presidential vote, 1980
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Carter in Kentucky, 31-Jul-1979



Let the games begin
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Crisis of Confidence – 15-July-1979

https://youtu.be/EgBxekeVI-I?si=5AS7m09m1B9nF30n
https://youtu.be/EgBxekeVI-I?si=5AS7m09m1B9nF30n
https://youtu.be/EgBxekeVI-I?si=5AS7m09m1B9nF30n
https://youtu.be/EgBxekeVI-I?si=5AS7m09m1B9nF30n
https://youtu.be/EgBxekeVI-I?si=5AS7m09m1B9nF30n
https://youtu.be/EgBxekeVI-I?si=5AS7m09m1B9nF30n
https://youtu.be/EgBxekeVI-I?si=5AS7m09m1B9nF30n


11-14-Aug-1980 (Madison Square Garden, NYC)
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Remembering Ted Kennedy's landmark speech at the 1980 
Democratic convention | Boston Globe

https://youtu.be/PzxvcLjJMxA?si=DEH8XU0SdF-ofhXg
https://youtu.be/PzxvcLjJMxA?si=DEH8XU0SdF-ofhXg


Turning Points - 5 31

Jimmy Carter-Acceptance Speech at the Democratic 
National Convention (August 14, 1980)

https://youtu.be/z_dTJTD01n4?si=rMX4QPUcqk1v2_so
https://youtu.be/z_dTJTD01n4?si=rMX4QPUcqk1v2_so
https://youtu.be/z_dTJTD01n4?si=rMX4QPUcqk1v2_so
https://youtu.be/z_dTJTD01n4?si=rMX4QPUcqk1v2_so


How Ted Kennedy's '80 Challenge To President Carter 'Broke The 
Democratic Party'
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https://www.npr.org/2019/01/17/686186156/how-ted-kennedys-80-challenge-to-president-carter-broke-the-democratic-party
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/17/686186156/how-ted-kennedys-80-challenge-to-president-carter-broke-the-democratic-party


Do convention speeches make a difference?
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Do we want political dynasties? 
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