Suitcases full of Socialism

Immigrants and the Socialist Vision for America



https://archive.org/details/germanimmigrants0000fros/page/13/mode/1up

Course Description

* |[gnited by Karl Marx, German, Jewish, and Finnish immigrants brought
their best books with their best clothes to America and set about to
make their new home a more equitable place to live.

* Joseph Weydemeyer, Abraham Cahan, and Antero Tanner, organized
industrial, garment, and mine workers for fair wages and workplaces.
They were ideologically similar but ethnically distinct in their missions
to evangelize Marxism in their communities.

* In this three-session course, we'll see how the groups of socialist
immigrants catalyzed the American labor movement, only to fracture
under the pressure of political and ideological forces at home and
abroad.
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Class schedule

Dote—theme — ropie

Introduction
1-Jun How it began About socialism
Newspapers in their own languages

Joseph Weydemeyer and the German immigrants
8-Jun What happened Abraham Cahan and the Jewish immigrants
Antero Tanner and the Finnish immigrants

Closing the gates

15-June How it ended .
Conclusions
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About yours truly
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Socialism is a scare word they have hurled at every advance the people have made in the last 20
years.

Socialism is what they called public power. Socialism is what they called social security.
Socialism is what they called farm price supports.

Socialism is what they called bank deposit insurance.

Socialism is what they called the growth of free and independent labor organizations.
Socialism is their name for almost anything that helps all the people.

— President Harry S Truman, Syracuse, New York, 10-Oct-1952

What bring you to this class?
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Disclaimer

* This is a course about immigration history. | will do my best not to
express any ideological views that could get in the way of our
studies.

Suitcases-1




About Al

Suitcases-1




Suitcases 8



https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug.30112099825041&seq=255&q1=socialism
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economic theor¥ or political program indicating what will
be the results of the action which he advocates. A com-
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accept the principles of common or communal ownership
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Webster’s Dictionary, 1909
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PBS: History of Socialism in America



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80mtCNd-JEw&t=211s
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Types of socialism
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https://people.howstuffworks.com/socialism-vs-communism.htm
https://juicyecumenism.com/2020/02/29/david-bentley-harts-christian-socialism/

T

THDR DRUNKARDS PROGRESS.

FROM THE FIRST GLASS TO THE GRAVE.

And there was temperance
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Karl Marx, bornin Trierin 1918

The oldest city in Germany Karl Marx House
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https://www.thespeedyturtle.com/germany/trier-germany-travel-guide.shtml
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Marx and Weydemeyer
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1852/18th-brumaire/

A frightful hobgoblin stalks throughout Europe.
We are haunted by a ghost, the ghost of Commau-
nism. A1l the Powers of the Past have joined in &
holy crusade to lay this ghost to rest,—the Pope
and the Czar, Metternich and Guizot, Frenc!l Ra-
dicals and German police agents. Where is the

S P B o PSSR

of all countries, The Communists disdnin fo eon-
ceal their opinione and ends. They openly &h\,
that these ends can be attained only by the over-
throw of all hitherto existing social arrangemeuts,
I.et the ruling classes tremble at a Communist Re-
volution. The Proletariane have nothing to less
in it save their chains. They will gain.a Wezld,
Let the Proletarians of all countries unite!

Communist Manifesto

First English translation, Helen MacFarlane, The Red Republican & the
Friend of the People v.1 June 22-Nov.30, 1850
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“On the 14th ofMarch ata quarter to three in the afternoon, the greatest |
living thinker ceased to think.”

Frederick Engels at the Grave of Karl Marx, Highgate Cemetery, London.
March 17, 1883
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https://www.londonmuseum.org.uk/collections/london-stories/highgate-cemetery/

Immigration in the 19" century




"If Immigration was properly Restricted you would no longer be troubled
with Anarchy, Socialism, the Mafia and such kindred evils!” (1891)

Suitcases

19


https://explorepahistory.com/displayimage.php%3FimgId=1-2-1D09.html

Why did they come here?
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About U. S. Census records prior to 1920

* Finland was typically counted as Russia, but specific instructions
to record “Finland” began in 1900.

* Poland was usually recorded as Poland, even though it wasn't an
independent country. 1910 instructions often pushed for “Russia,”
“Germany,” or “Austria”

 Lithuania was generally counted as Russia, but enumerators
began noting "Lithuania" as a region.

e See 1910 Census Instructions to Enumerators
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires/1910/1910-instructions.html

socialism, anarchism, Zionism, and other
radical secular political movements flourished among the East Eu-
ropean Jews, particularly among those who moved to the cities
from the small towns. There were Zionist socialists who wanted to
set up a socialist state in Palestine; national socialists who wanted
socialism with minority rights for the Jews in eastern Europe; and
antinational socialists who simply wanted socialism and assumed,
following Marx, that the Jews, as a decadent caste of merchants
tied to capitalism, would disappear once socialism was established.
Then there were Zionists of various persuasions: those who were
socialists, those who were religious, those who wanted a Jewish
state because it would revive Jewish culture, and those who simply
wanted a Jewish state in Israel and did not care about religion one
way or another. Then there were the Diaspora nationalists, those
who wanted to see the Jews legally established as a separate nation
with rights as a minority in Europe.

Nathan. American Judaism. University of Chicago Press, 2019.
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Immigration Trends (Ethnic Americans : a history of immigration)
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https://archive.org/details/ethnicamericansh0000dinn_r8p6/page/208/mode/2up

Yiddish newspapers were material documents of life on the Lower East Side. They
were guidebooks to old-world communities and to new-world assimilation. They
taught immigrants how to be American, but they did so in foreign languages. They
tied people together, tied people who didn’t know one another together in the
common experience of reading about the day’s affairs. You didn’t have to be face-
to-face with your neighbors to feel connected to them. But as much as they were
read, these newspapers were also spoken compositions. They were public events

where Jews would gather together and collectively receive words they weren’t
literate enough to read.

“Listening to the Lower East Side: The History of Yiddish Spoken
Newspapers in NYC,” Mabel Rosenheck
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https://www.untappedcities.com/listening-to-the-lower-east-side-the-history-of-yiddish-spoken-newspapers-in-nyc/
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Why aren’t talking about the Irish?
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Literacy

Varied widely, depending on nationality, political stability in home country,
urban vs. rural, early vs. later immigration.
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eogeaphl i Jahrgang 1901, Tafel 6.

77 Deutsches Alphabet
(Fraktur)

[ Lateinisches Alphabet donn o
(Antiqua) A
[ peschraniter Gebrauch von Fraktur: =
| meben herrschender antiqua 1
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About printing presses and typefaces
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Richard Hoe’s Rotary Printing Press (1851)
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.319510013896871&seq=291&q1=mammoth

1850

Adding Machine—adding machine to em-
ploy depressible keys—patented—Du Bois
n']?i Parmclee—New Paltz, N.Y.—Feb, 5

L3 2% ity
Car—private railroad car—used—JennyLind
Catholic Bishop—native bishops of the south

—ordained—Mobile, Ala.—Aug. 15

Clock—watch (eight day)—manufactured—
A. L. Dennison—Roxbury, Mass.

Co|rk l\glanufactuxer—william King—Brook-
yn, X,

Desk ith roll top—i d—Abner Cut-
ler—Buffalo, N.Y.

Elevat latform
ry Waterman—New York City

Gas Mask—gas mask with a self-contained
hreathing apparatus—patented—Benj.
Lane—Cambridge, Mass.—July

Hat—derby hat—manufactured—South Nor-
walk, Conn.

History Instruction—American history chair
established—University of Pennsylvania—
Philadelphia, Pa.

Hospital — homeopathic_ hospital — Homeo-
pathic Hospital of Pennsylvania—Phila-
delphia, Pa.—incorporated—Sept. 20

Li; iron pile lightl
—Minot's Ledge, Mass.—Jan. 1

Magic Lantern Slides (glass plate)—patented
—T-. Langenheim—Philadelphia, Pa—Nov.
¢

levat: i Ned—H

Mint (U.S.)—private mint authorized by the
United States Government—Moffat Assay
Office—Mt. Ophir, Calif.

Money—double eagle coinage—double eagles
coined

Museum—college museum--Charleston Mu-

. —F. H. Holmes—

Dec.

Newspaper—German daily newspaper—New
Yorker Staats - Zeitung — published —New
York City—Jan. 26

Photograph—photograph_of a star.

uly

State—state admitted to the Union on the
Pacific coast—California—Sept.

Telegraph—telegraph convention (national)
—New York City—July 17

Ticket Speculators—New York City—Sept.

Wire—pi wi P’ d—Ichabod
Washburn—Worcester, Mass.

‘Woman Suffrage—convention (national) of
womien ad g woman suffrage—N:
tional Woman's Rights Convention—
Worcester, Mass.—Oct. 23-24

Famous First Facts

A Record Of First Happenings, Discoveries And Inventions In The United States
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https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.75601/page/n47/mode/2up?q=New+Yorker+Staats-Zeitung
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.75601/page/n47/mode/2up?q=New+Yorker+Staats-Zeitung

Expansion of newspapers

1850 2,526 The "Penny Press" era expands readership.

1860 4,051 Civil War demand spikes news consumption.

1870 5,871 Post-war reconstruction and westward expansion.
1880 11,314 Boom in local weekly newspapers.

1890 17,616 Emergence of "Yellow Journalism."

1900 20,000 Peak saturation; nearly every small town has a paper.
1910 22,141 Highest number of individual titles in U.S. history.

1920 20,483 Consolidation begins; rise of radio and cinema.
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About the non-English newspapers
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Historical trends

* Inthe 1880s, German papers accounted for nearly 80% of all foreign-language
publications in the U.S.

* The Swedish-American press was the second-largest foreign-language press by
circulation in 1910, reflecting strong settlement patterns in the “Swedish Triangle” of

the Midwest.

* While fewer in number of titles compared to German, Yiddish papers like The
Forward (Vorwarts) had massive daily circulations that rivaled major English dailies.

» Steady but localized, often serving Franco-American populations in the textile towns
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

* The decline seen after 1910, particularly for the German press, was accelerated by
the Trading with the Enemy Act of 1917, which imposed strict censorship and
translation requirements on foreign-language publishers during the war
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Next week
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Questions?
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