
Suitcases full of Socialism
Immigrants and the Socialist Vision for America

https://archive.org/details/germanimmigrants0000fros/page/13/mode/1up


Course Description

• Ignited by Karl Marx, German, Jewish, and Finnish immigrants brought 
their best books with   their best clothes to America and set about to 
make their new home a more equitable place to live.  
• Joseph Weydemeyer, Abraham Cahan, and Antero Tanner, organized 

industrial, garment, and mine workers for fair wages and workplaces. 
They were ideologically similar but ethnically distinct in their missions 
to evangelize Marxism in their communities.
• In this three-session course, we'll see how the groups of socialist 

immigrants catalyzed the American labor movement, only to fracture 
under the pressure of political and ideological forces at home and 
abroad.
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Class schedule

Date Theme Topic

1-Jun How it began
Introduction
About socialism
Newspapers in their own languages

8-Jun What happened
Joseph Weydemeyer and the German immigrants
Abraham Cahan and the Jewish immigrants
Antero Tanner and the Finnish immigrants

15-June How it ended Closing the gates
Conclusions
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About yours truly
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Course materials: 
https://queenlake.com/wise/wise-summer-2026/suitcases/ 

kh@queenlake.com 
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What bring you to this class?
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Socialism is a scare word they have hurled at every advance the people have made in the last 20 
years.

Socialism is what they called public power. Socialism is what they called social security.
Socialism is what they called farm price supports.

Socialism is what they called bank deposit insurance.
Socialism is what they called the growth of free and independent labor organizations.

Socialism is their name for almost anything that helps all the people.
– President Harry S Truman, Syracuse, New York, 10-Oct-1952

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/rear-platform-and-other-informal-remarks-new-york-0
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/rear-platform-and-other-informal-remarks-new-york-0
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/rear-platform-and-other-informal-remarks-new-york-0
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/rear-platform-and-other-informal-remarks-new-york-0
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/rear-platform-and-other-informal-remarks-new-york-0


Disclaimer

• This is a course about immigration history. I will do my best not to 
express any ideological views that could get in the way of our 
studies. 
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About AI
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Webster's International dictionary of the English language (1848)
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug.30112099825041&seq=255&q1=socialism


Webster’s Dictionary, 1909
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PBS: History of Socialism in America

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80mtCNd-JEw&t=211s


Types of socialism
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https://people.howstuffworks.com/socialism-vs-communism.htm
https://juicyecumenism.com/2020/02/29/david-bentley-harts-christian-socialism/


And there was temperance
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Karl Marx, born in Trier in 1918
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The oldest city in Germany Karl Marx House

https://www.thespeedyturtle.com/germany/trier-germany-travel-guide.shtml
https://www.thespeedyturtle.com/germany/trier-germany-travel-guide.shtml


Marx and Weydemeyer
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About The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1852/18th-brumaire/


Communist Manifesto
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German Communism .:

MANIFESTO OF THE GERMAN
COMMUNIST PARTY .

(Published in February , 1848.)

THE following Manifesto , which has since
been adopted by all fractions of German
Communists , was drawn up in the German
language , in January 1848 , by Citizens
Charles Marx and Frederic Engels . It was
immediately printed in London , in the Ger-
man language , and published a few days

EQUALITY , LIBERTY , FRATERNITY .

EDITED BY G
. JULIAN HARNEY .

SATURDAY , NOVEMBER 9 , 1850 .

Two things appear on considering these facts .

I. The ruling Powers of Europe acknowledge
Communism to be also a Power . II . It is time for
the Communists to lay before the world an account

of their aims and tendencies , and to oppose these
silly fables about the bugbear of Communism , by a

manifesto of the Communist Party .

CHAPTER I.

BOURGEOIS AND PROLETARIANS .

HITHERTO the history of Society has been the
history of the battles between the classes composing

it . Freemen and Slaves , Patricians and Plebeians ,

Nobles and Serfs , Members ofGuilds and journey-
men ,-in aword , the oppressors and the oppressed ,

ably ended , either in a revolutionary alteration of

the social system , or in the common destruction of

the hostile classes .

before the outbreak of the Revolution of have always stood in direct opposition to each
February . The turmoil consequent upon other . The battle between them has sometimes
that great event made it impossible to carry been open , sometimes concealed , but always con-
out , at that time , the intention of translating tinuous . A never -ceasing battle , which has invari-

it into al
l

the languages of civilized Europe .

There exist two different French versions of

it in manuscript , but under the present op-
pressive laws of France , the publication of

either of them ha
s

heen found impracticable .

The English reader will be enabled , by the
following excellent translation of this import-
ant document , to judge of the plans and
principles of the most advanced party of the
German Revolutionists .

Itmust not be forgotten , that the whole of

this Manifesto was written and printed before
the Revolution of February .

Afrightful hobgoblin stalks throughout Europe .

Wearehaunted by a ghost , the ghost of Commu-
nism . All the Powers of the Past have joined in a

holy crusade to lay this ghost to rest , th
e

Pope
and the Czar , Metternich and Guizot , French Ra-
dicals and German police agents . Where is the
opposition which has not been accused of Commu-
nism by its enemies in Power ? And where the
opposition that has not hurled this blighting accu-
sation at the heads of the more advanced opposi-
tionists , as well as at those of its official enemies ?

In the earlier historical epochs we find almost
everywhere a minute division of Society into

in

tion . In ancient Rome w
e

find Patricians ,Knights ,

Plebeians , Slaves ; in mediæval Europe , Feudal
Lords , Vassals , Burghers , Journeymen , Serfs ; and

in each of these classes there were again grades
and distinctions . Modern Bourgeois Society , pro-
ceededfrom the ruins of th

e

feudal system , but th
e

Bourgeois régime has not abolished th
e

antagonismof classes .

New classes , new conditions of oppression , new
forms and modes of carrying on the struggle , have
been substituted for the old ones . The charac-
teristic of our Epoch , the Era of the Middle -class ,

or Bourgeoisie , is that th
e

struggle between th
e

various Social Classes , has been reduced to its

simplest form . Society incessantly tends to be
divided into two great camps , into two great
hostile armies , the Bourgeoisie and the Proletariat .

The burgesses of the early Communes sprang
from the Serfs of the Middle Ages , and from this
Municipal class were developed the primitive ele-

[PRICE ONE PENNY .

ments of the modern Bourgeoisie . The discovery

of the New World , the circumnavigation of Africa ,

gave the Middleclass -then coming into being-
new fields of action . The colonization of America ,

the opening up of the East Indian and Chinese
Markets , the Colonial Trade , the increase of com-
modities generally and of the means of exchange ,

gave an impetus , hitherto unknown , to Commerce ,

Shipping , and Manufactures ; and aided the rapid
evolution of the revolutionary element in the old
decaying , feudal form of Society . The old feudal
way of managing the industrial interest by means

of guilds and monopolies was not found sufficient
for the increased demand caused by the opening up

of these new markets . It was replaced by the ma-
nufacturing system . Guilds vanished before the
industrial Middle -class , and the division of labour
between the different corporations was succeededby
the division of labour between the workmen of one
and the same great workshop .

But the demand always increased , new markets
came into play . Themanufacturing system , in its

turn , was found to be inadequate . At this point
industrial Production was revolutionised by machi .

nery and steam . The modern industrial system

instead of th
e

industrial Middle -class w
e

find indus-
trial millionaires , chiefs of whole industrial armies ,

th
e

modern Bourgeois , or Middle -class Capitalists .

The discovery ofAmerica was th
e

first step towards
the formation of a colossal market , embracing the
whole world ; whereby an immense developement
was given to Commerce , and to th

e

means of com-
munication by sea and land . This again reacted
upon the industrial system , and the developement

of th
e

Bourgeoisie , the increase of their Capital ,

the superseding of all classes handed down to

modern times from the Middle Ages , kept pacewith

th
e

dovelopement of Production , Trade , andSteam
communication .

We find , therefore , that the modern Bourgeoisie

ar
e

themselves the result of a long process of deve-
lopement , of a series of revolutions in the modes of

Production and Exchange . Each of the degrees of

industrial evolution , passed through by the modern
Middle -class , was accompanied by a corresponding
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First English translation, Helen MacFarlane, The Red Republican & the 
Friend of the People v.1 June 22-Nov.30, 1850

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=pst.000055408905&seq=7
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=pst.000055408905&seq=7
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=pst.000055408905&seq=7
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=pst.000055408905&seq=7


“On the 14th of March, at a quarter to three in the afternoon, the greatest 
living thinker ceased to think.”
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Frederick Engels at the Grave of Karl Marx, Highgate Cemetery, London. 
March 17, 1883

https://www.londonmuseum.org.uk/collections/london-stories/highgate-cemetery/
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"If Immigration was properly Restricted you would no longer be troubled 
with Anarchy, Socialism, the Mafia and such kindred evils!” (1891)
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https://explorepahistory.com/displayimage.php%3FimgId=1-2-1D09.html


Why did they come here?
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About U. S. Census records prior to 1920

• Finland was typically counted as Russia, but specific instructions 
to record “Finland” began in 1900.
• Poland was usually recorded as Poland, even though it wasn't an 

independent country. 1910 instructions often pushed for “Russia,” 
“Germany,” or “Austria”
• Lithuania was generally counted as Russia, but enumerators 

began noting "Lithuania" as a region. 
• See 1910 Census Instructions to Enumerators
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires/1910/1910-instructions.html


Glazer, Nathan. American Judaism. University of Chicago Press, 2019.
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Immigration Trends (Ethnic Americans : a history of immigration)
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https://archive.org/details/ethnicamericansh0000dinn_r8p6/page/208/mode/2up


“Listening to the Lower East Side: The History of Yiddish Spoken 
Newspapers in NYC,”  Mabel Rosenheck
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Yiddish newspapers were material documents of life on the Lower East Side. They 
were guidebooks to old-world communities and to new-world assimilation. They 
taught immigrants how to be American, but they did so in foreign languages. They 
tied people together, tied people who didn’t know one another together in the 
common experience of reading about the day’s affairs. You didn’t have to be face-
to-face with your neighbors to feel connected to them.  But as much as they were 
read, these newspapers were also spoken compositions. They were public events 
where Jews would gather together and collectively receive words they weren’t 
literate enough to read. 

https://www.untappedcities.com/listening-to-the-lower-east-side-the-history-of-yiddish-spoken-newspapers-in-nyc/
https://www.untappedcities.com/listening-to-the-lower-east-side-the-history-of-yiddish-spoken-newspapers-in-nyc/
https://www.untappedcities.com/author/mabelrosenheck/


Why aren’t talking about the Irish?
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Literacy
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Varied widely, depending on nationality, political stability in home country, 
urban vs. rural, early vs. later immigration.



About printing presses and typefaces
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Richard Hoe’s Rotary Printing Press (1851)
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.319510013896871&seq=291&q1=mammoth


Famous First Facts 
A Record Of First Happenings, Discoveries And Inventions In The United States
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https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.75601/page/n47/mode/2up?q=New+Yorker+Staats-Zeitung
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.75601/page/n47/mode/2up?q=New+Yorker+Staats-Zeitung


Expansion of newspapers
Year Total Publications (Approx.) Key Milestone
1850 2,526 The "Penny Press" era expands readership.
1860 4,051 Civil War demand spikes news consumption.
1870 5,871 Post-war reconstruction and westward expansion.
1880 11,314 Boom in local weekly newspapers.
1890 17,616 Emergence of "Yellow Journalism."
1900 20,000 Peak saturation; nearly every small town has a paper.
1910 22,141 Highest number of individual titles in U.S. history.
1920 20,483 Consolidation begins; rise of radio and cinema.
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About the non-English newspapers
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Historical trends
• In the 1880s, German papers accounted for nearly 80% of all foreign-language 

publications in the U.S.
• The Swedish-American press was the second-largest foreign-language press by 

circulation in 1910, reflecting strong settlement patterns in the “Swedish Triangle” of 
the Midwest.

• While fewer in number of titles compared to German, Yiddish papers like The 
Forward (Vorwärts) had massive daily circulations that rivaled major English dailies.

• Steady but localized, often serving Franco-American populations in the textile towns 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

• The decline seen after 1910, particularly for the German press, was accelerated by 
the Trading with the Enemy Act of 1917, which imposed strict censorship and 
translation requirements on foreign-language publishers during the war 
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Next week
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Questions?
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