
Suitcases Full of Socialism
Coming to America

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/let-me-get-there/media/putting-our-immigrants-through-the-sieve-at-ellis-island


Class schedule

Date Theme Topic

1-Jun How it began
Introduction
About socialism
Newspapers in their own languages

8-Jun What happened
Joseph Weydemeyer and the German immigrants
Abraham Cahan and the Jewish immigrants
Antero Tanner and the Finnish immigrants

15-June How it ended Closing the gates
Conclusions
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Magunkaquog Praying Village - Grafton

Suitcases-2 3

https://www.maspenock.com/magunkaquog.htm
https://www.maspenock.com/magunkaquog.htm
https://www.maspenock.com/magunkaquog.htm
https://www.maspenock.com/magunkaquog.htm
https://youtu.be/PNNq2b5zQdI?si=5jegF8hql6CThsQp


Hopedale Community: Utopia Commune Becomes Capitalistic Enterprise
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https://newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/hopedale-community-utopia-commune-becomes-capitalistic-enterprise/


Three socialists come to America
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Joseph Weydemeyer: Pioneer of American Socialism By Karl Obermann
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https://archive.org/details/JosephWeydemeyerPioneerOfAmericanSocialism/mode/1up


Joseph Weydemeyer (“The First Marxist in the United States”) – 1818-1866
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https://www.redstarpublishers.org/Weydemeyer.pdf


Germany in 1850
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Karl Marx, b. 1818, Trier

Wedemeyer, b. 1818, 
Münster



Demands of the German Communist Party in 1848
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/03/24.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/03/24.htm


The Forty-Eighters of Germany Come to America
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https://www.junctionbooks.net/blog-2/the-forty-eighters-of-germany-come-to-america
https://www.junctionbooks.net/blog-2/the-forty-eighters-of-germany-come-to-america
https://www.junctionbooks.net/blog-2/the-forty-eighters-of-germany-come-to-america


Introducing the phrase “Dictatorship of the Proletariat”
“Die Revolution, a weekly edited 
by J. Weydemeyer, former editor of 
the Neue Deutsche Zeitung which 
was suppressed by the police in 
Frankfurt-on-the-Main, will appear 
every Sunday with the 
collaboration of the editors of the 
former Neue Rheinische Zeitung, 
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, 
Ferdinand Freiligrath, etc. The 
business office of the paper is at 7 
Chambers Street.” 
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Letter from Jenny Marx, wife of Karl, to Weydemeyer, in 1851
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Outpost: The 1862 Summer of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Weydemeyer
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https://sgcld.thelibrary.org/lochist/periodicals/ozarkswatch/ow404n.htm
https://files.libcom.org/files/Joseph%20Weydemeyer,%20A%20German%20American%20for%20socialism%20and%20Black%20Rights%20-%20Abbet%20Sebastien.pdf


Candidate for St. Louis County Auditor on the Radical Republican 
ticket, 1865 
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He died from cholera in August 1866. His wife, Luise, died a few months later.
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/571053330/?match=1&clipping_id=new


Questions?
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Abraham Cahan, July 7, 1860 – August 31, 1951, born in Vilnius*
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About Yiddish
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yiddish


Assassination of Tsar Alexander II in March 1881

Suitcases-2 19

https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/czar-alexander-ii-russia-assassinated
https://ageofrevolutions.com/2022/05/02/the-assassination-of-the-czar-a-course-project-examining-us-newspaper-editorials-march-1881/


The Marxist revelations (Cahan)
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https://archive.org/details/educationofabrah0000caha_n7v6/page/335/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/educationofabrah0000caha_n7v6/page/335/mode/1up


The Education of Abraham Cahan
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https://archive.org/details/educationofabrah0000caha_n7v6/page/237/mode/1up


Di Arbayter Tsaytung (The Workers’ Newspaper) (1891)
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https://congressforjewishculture.org/people/1454/Cahan-Abraham


Jewish Daily Forward (Forverts), 02-May-1897
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Americanized Yiddish, “Potato Yiddish,” which eliminated many Russian, 
Lithuanian, and German elements (kartofl and bulbe became pateyte)
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https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/old/conversation/glinter-12-forverts-headlines-03.jpg


World of Our Fathers, Irving Howe, p. 17
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The early Jewish socialists, as if to validate their revolutionary credentials, were 
hostile not merely to Yiddish as a language but to everything having to do with 
Jewish tradition.



The Russian Jew in America,The Atlantic, July 1898
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https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1898/07/the-russian-jew-in-america/636491/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1898/07/the-russian-jew-in-america/636491/


Russia wasn’t much better than when he left
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Bund slogan: “Where we live, there is our country!”
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New York City or Palestine?
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New York Daily News, Saturday, September 01, 1951, p. 244
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/450878897/?match=1&clipping_id=new


The Forward Building: From Labor Citadel to Luxury Condos
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Karl Marx

Frederick Engels

https://forward.com/culture/338587/the-forward-building-from-labor-citadel-to-luxury-condos/


Questions?
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Antero Ferdinand Tanner
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https://www.finna.fi/Record/museovirasto.195516BF514D7366975C434BB9ABA276?lng=en-gb


Publications in Finland in the 19th century used a Germanic typeface
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https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/aikakausi/binding/901646?term=A&term=F&term=Tanner&page=4


Tanner on temperance (Suomalainen, 16-Aug-1893)

Suitcases-2 35



Temperance and Socialism
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file:///Users/kh/Library/CloudStorage/OneDrive-Personal/CourseMaterials/ImmigrantSocialism/uc1-31175035179764-1777734099.pdf


Tanner was fined 600 finmarks (~$3200) for publishing obscene materials
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https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6
https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6
https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6
https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6
https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6
https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6
https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6
https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/sanomalehti/binding/1197155?term=A&term=F&term=Tannerin&term=Tannerille&page=6


Martin Hendrickson (“The Apostle of Socialism”)
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Blueberry God, Reino Hannula, 1971

https://archive.org/details/blueberrygod0000unse


Soviet Karelia: the Finnish-American Promised Land
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https://go-gale-com.lib.assumption.edu/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=mlin_c_assumpt&v=2.1&it=r&id=GALE%7CA203421579&retrievalId=71bf2701-e09d-4b64-9e5f-6516e50236a0&inPS=true&linkSource=interlink&sid=bookmark-AONE&gtmSearchId=d7cd05bf-2f60-4234-b6a8-242067987f53
https://go-gale-com.lib.assumption.edu/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=mlin_c_assumpt&v=2.1&it=r&id=GALE%7CA203421579&retrievalId=71bf2701-e09d-4b64-9e5f-6516e50236a0&inPS=true&linkSource=interlink&sid=bookmark-AONE&gtmSearchId=d7cd05bf-2f60-4234-b6a8-242067987f53
https://go-gale-com.lib.assumption.edu/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=mlin_c_assumpt&v=2.1&it=r&id=GALE%7CA203421579&retrievalId=71bf2701-e09d-4b64-9e5f-6516e50236a0&inPS=true&linkSource=interlink&sid=bookmark-AONE&gtmSearchId=d7cd05bf-2f60-4234-b6a8-242067987f53
https://go-gale-com.lib.assumption.edu/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=mlin_c_assumpt&v=2.1&it=r&id=GALE%7CA203421579&retrievalId=71bf2701-e09d-4b64-9e5f-6516e50236a0&inPS=true&linkSource=interlink&sid=bookmark-AONE&gtmSearchId=d7cd05bf-2f60-4234-b6a8-242067987f53
https://go-gale-com.lib.assumption.edu/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=mlin_c_assumpt&v=2.1&it=r&id=GALE%7CA203421579&retrievalId=71bf2701-e09d-4b64-9e5f-6516e50236a0&inPS=true&linkSource=interlink&sid=bookmark-AONE&gtmSearchId=d7cd05bf-2f60-4234-b6a8-242067987f53


Disillusionment on the Grandest of Scales
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https://geohistory.today/finnish-americans-ussr-disillusionment/


Death in Karelia in 1936
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Questions?
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https://www.rbth.com/arts/2016/03/25/long-way-home-the-american-finns-who-heeded-the-call-of-the-ussr_579175


How it ended
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