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Course outline
Date Topics Writings Notes

9/18 Introduction Shelden and James 
biographies

9/25
Becoming George Orwell Down and Out in Paris 

and London
Burmese Days

Spanish Civil War Homage to Catalonia
10/2 Life among the socialists The Road to Wigan Pier

10/9 Life During Wartime
Talking to India

Animal Farm Movie by Andy Serkis: Animal Farm
Animal Farm versions

10/16 How we think we know 
Orwell 1984 George Orwell's 1984 - 1954 BBC TV Movie

Nineteen Eighty-four
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0GVG6D7HQ
https://www.justwatch.com/us/search?q=Animal%20Farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba4J6umbbp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba4J6umbbp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba4J6umbbp0
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/1984
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/1984
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/1984


End of the Century, 1984 by Eileen O'Shaughnessy 
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Death

Synthetic winds have blown away
Material dust, but this one room
Rebukes the constant violet ray
And dustless sheds a dusty gloom.
Wrecked on the outmoded past
Lie North and Hillard, Virgil, Horace,
Shakespeare’s bones are quiet at last,
Dead as Yeats or William Morris.
Have not the inmates earned their 
rest?
A hundred circles traversed they
Complaining of the classic quest
And, each inevitable day,
Illogically trying to place
A ball within an empty space.

Birth

Every loss is now a gain
For every chance must follow reason.
A crystal palace meets the rain
That falls at its appointed season.
No book disturbs the lucid line
For sun-bronzed scholars tune their 
thought
To Telepathic Station 9
From which they know just what they 
ought:
The useful sciences; the arts
Of telesalesmanship and Spanish
As registered in Western parts;
Mental cremation that shall banish
Relics, philosophies and colds —
Manana-minded ten-year-olds.

The Phoenix 

Worlds have died that they may live,
May plume again their fairest feathers
And in their clearest songs may give
Welcome to all spontaneous 
weathers.
Bacon’s colleague is called Einstein,
Huxley shares Platonic food,
Violet rays are only sunshine
Christened in the modern mood,
In this house if in no other
Past and future may agree,
Each herself, but each the other
In a curious harmony,
Finding both a proper place
In the silken gown’s embrace.

Poetry, in memory of Gene McCarthy

https://orwellsociety.com/end-of-the-century-1984/


Poll: Reading Orwell
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Non-fiction Books, in order of publication

• 1933: Down and Out in Paris and London
• 1937: The Road to Wigan Pier
• 1938: Homage to Catalonia
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https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/down-and-out-in-paris-and-london-george-orwell/1100623442?ean=9780547488547
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/road-to-wigan-pier-george-orwell/1100303310?ean=9780547523019
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/homage-to-catalonia-george-orwell/1000202714?ean=9780547416175


Fiction Books, in order of publication

• 1934: Burmese Days
• 1935: A Clergyman’s Daughter
• 1936: Keep the Aspidistra Flying
• 1939: Coming Up for Air
• 1945: Animal Farm
• 1949: 1984
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https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/burmese-days-george-orwell/1100247469?ean=9780547564036
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/clergymans-daughter-george-orwell/1100303052?ean=9780547563848
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/keep-the-aspidistra-flying-george-orwell/1100623615?ean=9780547563992
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/coming-up-for-air-george-orwell/1116800787?ean=9780547564029
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/animal-farm-george-orwell/1100608828?ean=9781925788624
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/1984-george-orwell/1100009100?ean=9780547249643


Two-in-one
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Eric Arthur Blair 25-Jun-1903 – 21-Jan-1950 George Orwell 9-Jan-1933 – 21-Jan-1950



Eric with mother, Ida, in India ~1903

Orwell-1 8



“Lower upper-middle class”
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St. Cyprian’s
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Eton Wall Game – Rugby with a wall



Eton – “Lack of efficiency”
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Blair in Burma
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“The Spike”
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https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-and-other-works/the-spike/
https://www.abebooks.com/first-edition/Spike-Adelphi-April-1931-Eric-Blair/32408202318/bd


Down and Out in Paris and London
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/arts_and_culture/8587120.stm


Burmese Days
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Such, Such Were The Joys (1953)
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British libel laws – “Jones v. Hulton”
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https://vlex.co.uk/vid/jones-v-hulton-company-806847633


The Bolton Evening News and District Reporter
Bolton, Greater Manchester, England · Monday, November 23, 1908
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/1333408719/?match=2&search-id=71e8ff2a-8ad4-4c70-8984-85ddb448bb96&search-rank=13&clipping_id=new


A (The) Clergyman’s Daughter
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Marriage to Eileen O’Shaughnessy (1936)
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Eileen, the Making of Orwell



Eileen and Eric in the Spanish Civil War
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Homage to Catalonia (1938)
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Eric and Eileen’s ID cards in Marrakech (1938)

Senior Lunch 21-Jul-2026 25



BBC World Service during World War II
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George and Eileen with adopted son, Richard Horatio Blair (14 May 1944 -)
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Sonia Brownell
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Animal Farm, 17-Aug-1945
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Nineteen Eighty-Four, 8-Jun-1949

Orwell-1 30



Orwell-1 31

Marriage to Sonia Brownell (13-Oct1949)



New York Times, 21-Jan-1950
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The great thing about Orwell was Orwell. He was ultimately better 
than anything he wrote.
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https://thelondonmagazine.org/archive-don-quixote-on-a-bicycle-in-memoriam-george-orwell/
https://thelondonmagazine.org/archive-don-quixote-on-a-bicycle-in-memoriam-george-orwell/
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