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Course outline
Date [Topics  |Writings  [Notes

Shelden and James

9/18 Introduction ) )
biographies

Down and Out in Paris

Becoming George Orwell and London

9/25 Burmese Days
Spanish Civil War Homage to Catalonia
10/2  Life amongthe socialists  The Road to Wigan Pier
Talking to India
10/9  Life During Wartime . Movie by Andy Serkis: Animal Farm
Animal Farm . .
Animal Farm versions
10/16 How we think we know 1984 Ggorge Orvyells 1984 - 1954 BBC TV Movie
Orwell Nineteen Eighty-four
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0GVG6D7HQ
https://www.justwatch.com/us/search?q=Animal%20Farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba4J6umbbp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba4J6umbbp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba4J6umbbp0
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/1984
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/1984
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/1984

Death

Synthetic winds have blown away
Material dust, but this one room
Rebukes the constant violet ray

And dustless sheds a dusty gloom.
Wrecked on the outmoded past

Lie North and Hillard, Virgil, Horace,
Shakespeare’s bones are quiet at last,
Dead as Yeats or William Morris.
Have not the inmates earned their
rest’?
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And, each inevitable
Illogically trying to place
A ball within an empty space.

Birth
Every loss is now a gain

A crystal palace meets the rain

That falls at its appointed season.

No book disturbs the lucid line

For sun-bronzed scholars tune their
thought

To Telepathic Station 9

From which they know just what they
ought:

The useful sciences;
E As reglged Western parts;
Mental cremation that shall banish
Relics, philosophies and colds —
Manana-minded ten-year-olds.

For every chance must follow reason.
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The Phoenix

Worlds have died that they may live,
May plume again their fairest feathers
And in their clearest songs may give
Welcome to all spontaneous
weathers.

Bacon’s colleague is called Einstein,
Huxley shares Platonic food,

Violet rays are only sunshine
Christened in the modern mood,

In this house if in no other

MeCatthy-

In a curious harmony,

Finding both a proper place
In the silken gown’s embrace.

End of the Century, 1984 by Eileen O'Shaughnessy
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https://orwellsociety.com/end-of-the-century-1984/

HOMAGE  14eR0AD 1o
CATALONIA  WIGAN PIER

GEORGE ORWELL

Poll: Reading Orwell
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Non-fiction Books, in order of publication

* 1933: Down and Out in Paris and London
* 1937: The Road to Wigan Pier
* 1938: Homage to Catalonia
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https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/down-and-out-in-paris-and-london-george-orwell/1100623442?ean=9780547488547
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/road-to-wigan-pier-george-orwell/1100303310?ean=9780547523019
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/homage-to-catalonia-george-orwell/1000202714?ean=9780547416175

Fiction Books, in order of publication

* 1934: Burmese Days

* 1935: A Clergyman’s Daughter
* 1936: Keep the Aspidistra Flying

* 1939: Coming Up for Air
* 1945: Animal Farm
* 1949: 1984
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https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/burmese-days-george-orwell/1100247469?ean=9780547564036
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/clergymans-daughter-george-orwell/1100303052?ean=9780547563848
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/keep-the-aspidistra-flying-george-orwell/1100623615?ean=9780547563992
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/coming-up-for-air-george-orwell/1116800787?ean=9780547564029
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/animal-farm-george-orwell/1100608828?ean=9781925788624
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/1984-george-orwell/1100009100?ean=9780547249643

Two-in-one
Eric Arthur Blair 25-Jun-1903 — 21-Jan-1950 George Orwell 9-Jan-1933 - 21-Jan-1950
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Eric with mother, Ida, in India ~1903
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“Lower upper-middle class”
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St. Cyprian’s
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Eton Wall Game — Rugby with a wall
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Eton —“Lack of efficiency”
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Blair in Burma
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“The Spike

»
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https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-and-other-works/the-spike/
https://www.abebooks.com/first-edition/Spike-Adelphi-April-1931-Eric-Blair/32408202318/bd

Down and Out in Paris and London

Orwell-1
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/arts_and_culture/8587120.stm

Burmese Days
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AUTHOR OF

Ll
N NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR 4 ]

Such, Such Were The Joys (1953)
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“‘Whist! there is Artemus Jones with a woman who is not
his wife, who must be, you know—the other thing!" whispers a
fair neighbor of mine excitedly into her bosom friend’s ear. Really,
is it not surprising how certain of our fellow-countrymen behave
when they come abroad. Who would suppose, by his goings on,
that he was a church warden at Peckham? No one, indeed, would
assume that Jones in the atmosphere of London would take so
austere a job as the duties of a church warden. Here, in the
atmosphere of Dieppe, on the French side of the Channel, he is
the life and soul of a gay little band that haunts the Casino and
turns night into day, besides betraying a most unholy delight in the
society of female butterflies.”

British libel laws —“Jones v. Hulton”

Orwell-1
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https://vlex.co.uk/vid/jones-v-hulton-company-806847633

~ THE CIVIL COURT. !
LIBEL DAMAGES OF £1,750.

An action was heard in the Civil Court, in
which Mr. Justice Channell presided, in which
the plaintiff was Mr. Thos. Artemus Jones, bar- :
rister, of the Middle Temple, London, who
sought to recover damages for libel by Messrs. '
E. Hulton and Co., Ltd., proprietors of the “Sun-
day Chronicle.” The libel was published on June |
1'12th, in an article written by the Paris corre-
|ispondent on life at Dieppe. The defence was
J|/¢hat ‘the ‘name was introduced as. a fictitious
| character, and had.no reference to Mr. Jones.—
The jury returned a verdict for plaintiff with
1 £1,750 damages. '

The Bolton Evening News and District Reporier
Bolton, Greater Manchester, England - Monday, November 23, 1908

Orwell-1
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/1333408719/?match=2&search-id=71e8ff2a-8ad4-4c70-8984-85ddb448bb96&search-rank=13&clipping_id=new

A

m"“Mg w a novel
" A CLERGYMAN'S
DAUGHTER

756 by GEORGE ORWELL

This is a novel by the
author of “Down and Out in
Paris and London." That vas
truth, and this is fiction: and the fiction
s more — almost terrifyingly—vivid than

the fact. To make mention only of one
z part of the book, the ‘night out'in Trafal

Square is e unforgetable

Novel by GEORGE ORWELL

4 Comgeicn Machonsio sars Mo realistic writer during @e last Lve years has

L prodaced fosa volumes whkh con cowpuie in diiecthens vies, Seurage
h Dewn and Ow In Pacis smd Losder, Pissese Dayn. and The
wophier L O g o Mo, Gonrge Orwell™

A (The) Clergyman’s Daughter

Senior Lunch 21-Jul-2026
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Marriage to Eileen O’Shaughnessy (1936)

Orwell-1

21



Eileen, the Making of Orwell
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Eileen and Eric in the Spanish Civil War
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HOMAGE 7O
CATALONIA

GEORGE ORWELL

AUTHOR OF “THE ROAD TO WIOAN PIER ™ £TC

Homage to Catalonia (1938)
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SIGNALEMENT SIGNALEMENT
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Cheveux Chte . . Cheveux chat o

- Barbe Tasée

Corpulence MOY e Corpulence MOY e
Your. . GG ... ... Yeux.Che

Teint. - Glatr Teint clair

Senior Lunch 21-Jul-2026
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'TALKING
- TO INDIA

by E. M. Forster,
Ritchie Calder, Cedric Dover,
Hsiao Ch’ien and Others

A Selection of English Language Broadcasts to India
edited with an Introduction by
GEORGE ORWELL

LONDON

George Allen & Unwin Ltd

BBC World Service during World War |

Orwell-1
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Sonia Brownell

Orwell-1
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ANVMAL
ALY

A FAIRY STORY

7

GEORGE ORWELL

Animal Farm, 17-Aug-1945
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Nineteen Eighty-Four, 8-Jun-1949
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Marriage to Sonia Brownell (13-Oct1949)
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GEORGE ORWELL,
AUTHOR, 46, DEAD

*British Writer, Acclaimed for
His ‘1984’ and ‘Animal Farm,’
Is Victim of Tuberculosis

Speclal to Tug Now Yorx Trues,
'LONDON, Jan. 21—George Or-

well, noted British novelist, died of

tuberculosis in & hospital here to-

‘Nineteen Eighty-

nimal Farm,” he had
been”virtually an invalid for the
last three years and most of his
recent writing had been done in
sanitariums, to whicii his. illness
forced him to retreat. Last Octo-
ber_ he married his second wife,
Sonia Brownell, assistant editor of
the literary magazine, Horizon, at
hig bedside in a hospital.

George Orwell was the pen name
of Eric Blair, whose father and
grandfather were members of the
Indian Civil Service. Born in India,
he attended Eton College and later
Jjoined the Burmese police service,
seeing duty in remote stations for
several years, These experiences
resulted in “Burmese Days,” which
was recently reprinted in Great
Britain and the United States.

Mr. Orwell knew hunger and
poverty in Europe, and his later
books, “Down and Out in London

aris,” among them, were re-
flections of his personal adventures
and observations. They showed an
unconventional attitude toward
left-wing _politics and & burning
passion for truth.
g fought on the Republican
side in the Spanish civil war, but
chose to join an anarchist unit in
reference to the Communist-led
nternatjonal Brigade. He was se-
_verely wounded.

During World War II, he- broad-
cast to India for the British Broad-
casting Corporation, served in the
Home Guard.and did part-time
night work in a factory until his
health failed.

His first wife, the former Eileen
O'Shaughnessy, died in 1945. He
leaves an adopted son, Richard, in
addition to his second wife.

GEORGE ORWELL

Ehe Newjork Times
Published: anuary 22, 1950
Gopyght & The Now York Tmes

New York Times, 21-Jan-1950
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PAUL POTTS

Tlle L ® 1) d Ol Don Quixote on a Bicydle
agazine

In memoriam, George Orwell, 1903-1950
For Richard, his son

NS

ow George Orwell would have hated a panegyric. The proper

way for the still living to talk about the already dead is to

speak about them now as one did when they were still alive.
‘What | am going to say about Orwell here, then, will not differ in
tone from what [ said in print when he was my friend and still alive.
Actually after his death I was sometimes quite embarrassed at being
respected by people I did not know solely because 1 had been a
friend of his. Naturally I wanted to be respected, if at all, on my
own account. I have never made a great deal out of my writing—
that’s an understatement, if ever there was one—probably half of it,
however, has been earned by writing about him. Making a profit
out of one's dead friends! Certainly the largest advance 1 have re-
ceived was to do a book on him. However, he left a clause in his will
asking that no such book be written. This was legally binding on no
one, but it was morally binding on me. It was a pity, because it was
the only book that I would have had no trouble in getting published.

The great thing about Orwell was Orwell. He was ultimately better
than anything he wrote. That makes him very good indeed. To me
he was a greater poet than Dylan Thomas. This, of course, is private
language and needs some explaining. Dylan Thomas would have
both allowed and understood this kind of remark. Orwell never
wrote any poetry. In a certain sense he wasn’t an artist at all. He
was a journalist, but only as Swift and Hazlitt were journalists.

The only two modern poets he really liked were Yeats and Eliot.
But there was something about him, the proud man apart, the Don
Quixote on a bicycle (and if Saint Thomas More was the first Eng-
lishman, as one historian called him, then Orwell was perhaps the
last) that caught one'’s imagination right away. That made one think
of a knight errant and of social justice as the Holy Grail. One felt safe
with him; he was so intellectually honest. His mind was a court
EDITED l() HN LEHMANN where the judge was the lawyer for the defence. One fact that has

39

The great thing about Orwell was Orwell. He was ultimately better
than anything he wrote.
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https://thelondonmagazine.org/archive-don-quixote-on-a-bicycle-in-memoriam-george-orwell/
https://thelondonmagazine.org/archive-don-quixote-on-a-bicycle-in-memoriam-george-orwell/
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