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Course Outline
Class Meeting Date Topic Recommended reading and/or 

watch
October 29 Introduction 

• How this course came to be
• Finnish immigration
• Socialism in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries
November 5 Chasing Martin Hendrickson
November 12 The Russian Revolutions 10 Days that Shook the World and 

Reds
November 19 Immigration and the American response
December 5 Karelian Fever They Took My Father
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Martin Hendrickson
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Blueberry God, by Reino Hannula, about Hendrickson
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Marti-Setä



Happy Anniversary, Olga and Toivo
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29-Oct-1910 = 11-Nov-1910



About dates

Karelian Fever - 1 6



Happy Birthday, Toivo (30-Oct-1892 = 10-Nov-1892)
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About spelling
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About translations
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Why I don’t speak Finnish
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What has prompted you to do any family research?

Karelian Fever - 1 11



About To The Finland Station
• Wilson writes in a 

conversational tone
• He doesn’t cite sources, 

making it very difficult to find 
additional information on 
people such as Fedoséyev. 
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The story of Karelian Fever is a small, but indicative part of the 
role of the USSR in the years leading to World War II. 
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https://finland.fi/life-society/tracing-finlands-eastern-border/
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Letters From Karelia

https://www.shebafilms.com/letters-from-karelia/


European Socialism in the 19th and early 20th centuries
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BBC – The Last of the Czars



The Russian Revolutions (January 1905, February 1917, October 1917)
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Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (22 April [O.S. 10 April] 1870 – 21 January 1924)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style_and_New_Style_dates


Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili (18 December 1878 – 5 March 1953)
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Lev Davidovich Bronstein ( 7 November [O.S. 26 October] 1879 – 21 August 1940)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style


Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Skryabin (9 March [O.S. 25 February] 1890 – 8 November 1986)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style


Palmer Raids
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Are any of your family histories connected with major political events?
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Finnish Immigration
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Finns coming to America
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Where they settled
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Finnish-language newspaper (Fitchburg)
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https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:7940cj306


After the Great War, we were pretty much afraid of everything
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On August 1, 1919, the attorney general assigned J. Edgar Hoover 
to crush the Communist conspiracy against the United States.
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Next week – Chasing Martin Hendrickson
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