
Karelian Fever
Chasing Martin Hendrickson



Course Outline
Class Meeting Date Topic Recommended reading and/or 

watch

October 29 Introduction 
• How this course came to be
• Finnish immigration
• Socialism in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries

To the Finland Station

November 5 Chasing Martin Hendrickson

November 12 The Russian Revolutions 10 Days that Shook the World and 
Reds

November 19 Immigration and the American 
response

December 5 Karelian Fever They Took My Father
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Check the WISE website for slides, bibliography, and 
links to movies and other materials



Memoirs of my ten years of clearing work
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https://doria.fi/handle/10024/184715


Kivijärvi, Finland
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Martin Hendrickson
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Martin’s (or the clerk’s) signature

Karelian-2 7



Hendrickson is not a fan of Worcester (source)
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Worcester on ehkä vanhoillisin 
pesä idässä, ja ehkä yhtä 
epäsiistein elämäntavoiltaan. 
Miesmurhat olivat täällä siihen 
aikaan jokapäiväisiä tapauksia. 
Juopottelut ja tappelut oliv,at 
jokapäiväisen elämän tavalliset 
pyrintömäärät. 

Worcester is perhaps the most 
conservative place in the East, 
and perhaps equally the most 
untidy in its way of life. 
Homicides were a daily 
occurrence here in those days. 
Drunkenness and fights were the 
usual features of everyday life.

https://doria.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/184715/muistelmia_10-vuotisesta_raivaustyostani%20ORC.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Finnish Americans in Michigan
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Nearly 30 people with the family name 30.

https://www.folkstreams.net/contexts/cultural-tracks-finnish-americans-in-michigan


Dr. Antero Tanner
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A. F. Tanner – Finnish Doctor, Ely, Minnesota
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Tanner’s hospital in Ely
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Sexual Intercourse as an Artistic Enjoyment 
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Hendrickson and Tanner meet opposition (1914)
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“To avoid any mistake, we 
inform the public that we have 
always accepted the socialism 
on which the United States 
Constitution is based, but we 
do not accept the anarchism 
that Tanner and Hendrickson 
represent.”

Mutta Martti oli sitkeä luokkataistelua, joka 
käsitti, että mitään helpompaa tietä ei ole 
olemassa. Oli vain tehtävä työtä, raivattava ja 
raivattava. Hän keksi keinoja kansan koolle 
saamiseksi. Ja kun hän kerran sai kansaa 
koolle, niin siemen jäi itämään. “Sitten pidin 
noin puolitoista tuntia kestävän puheen 
sosialismin aatteesta, ja se herätti 
uteliaisuutta kuulijoissani.” Martti piti 
kokouksessa puolensa, vaikka vastustajat 
olivat varustautuneet kaikella tavalla. Kun 
vastustajat huomasivat Martin kylvön alkavan 
itää, tuli heille kiire ilmoittamaan kiireesti 
painetulla lentolehtisellä : “Erehdyksen 
välttämiseksi ilmoitamme yleisölle, että 
olemme aina hyväksyneet sen sosialismin, 
jonka pohjalle Yhdysvaltain perustuslakikin on 
laskettu, mutta anarkismia, jota Tanner ja 
Hendrickson edustavat, emme hyväksy.”

https://www.marxists.org/suomi/aiheet/amerikka/tyomies/1953/tyomies-50v/tyomies-50v.pdf


Vaeltava Setä Martti (Wandering Uncle Martti)
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Here are the main parts of the 
travel program as a general 
organizer. Over the course of 
nine months, I traveled 13,000 
miles, visiting 28 different states 
and 122 Finnish strongholds, and 
giving 190 different speeches, 
which were heard by a total of 
about 45,000 citizens.



Martin is a no-show, Työmies, 06-Jun-1914
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Martin Hendrickson & Son should 
have been here to speak on the 
31st and 1st of March, but Martti 
has recently received a better 
position than the speaker's 
position, and so Martti announced 
that he would not be there himself, 
but would send his assistant, 
whose name was not mentioned. 
However, no one was seen during 
the speaking events. (Perhaps the 
assistant also received a better 
position.)



Summer 1914 – Split between parliamentary socialists and IWW
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Leo Laukki
Frans Joseph Syrjala

https://www.marxists.org/suomi/laukki/index.htm
https://www.marxists.org/suomi/laukki/index.htm
https://fitchburg.pastperfectonline.com/photo/E0C0459B-5A32-4784-BEDC-389904120074


Finland in World War I 
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Work Peoples College, students scattering Joe Hill’s ashes of the school’s porch, 1917.
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https://revolutionsnewsstand.com/2023/03/02/the-work-peoples-college-by-kristen-svanum-from-industrial-pioneer-vol-2-no-10-february-1925/#:~:text='%20What%20began%20as%20a%20center%20for,leadership%20of%20the%20college%20in%20the%201920s.


One happy family
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https://digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi/aikakausi/titles/fk32998


Martin sat out the Finnish Civil War and sold Florida real estate 
and newspapers
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Karjalan Teknillinen Apu (Karelian Technical Aid Society)



Soviet Karelia in the Letters & Memoirs
of Finnish North Americans (PhD thesis, Samira S. Saramo_
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Martin is dead
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Next week

Karelian-2 25



But, next, …
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https://earth.google.com/web/data=Mj0KOwo5CiExOFFCenVPSUlraFF2MFg5cXNKTVgyUGVVczhXTDlieEESEgoQNUZCNjU0NkU1MTAwMDAwMSABQgIIAEoICJ3L6tIBEAE
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