
Karelian Fever
The Russian Revolutions



Course Outline
Class Meeting Date Topic Recommended reading and/or 

watch
October 29 Introduction 

• How this course came to be
• Finnish immigration
• Socialism in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries

To the Finland Station

November 5 Chasing Martin Hendrickson
November 12 The Russian Revolutions 10 Days that Shook the World and 

Reds
November 19 Immigration and the American 

response
December 5 Karelian Fever They Took My Father
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Check the WISE website for slides, bibliography, and links to 
movies and other materials
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Unless otherwise noted, we will use the Julian calendar until 1918



Assassination of Czar Alexander II – 13-Mar-1881
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Nicholas II coronation, 14-May-1896
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Nicholas became Czar in 1894 after the death of his father, 
Alexander III



Engels On The Russian Prospects of Revolution
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"Apart from Germany and Austria the country on which we should focus our 
attention remains Russia., The government there, just as in this country is the 
chief ally of the movement. …And yet people are suprised at the spread of 
"nihilism" in Russia. … It almost looks like the next dance is going to start in 
Russia. And if this happens while the inevitable war between the German-
Prussian empire and Russia is in progress- which is very likely-repercussions in 
Germany are also inevitable."
London October 15th, 1875; Engels, Frederick; "Letter to August Bebel in Leipzig”

http://ml-review.ca/aml/AllianceIssues/ALL36-MARXONRUSSIA.HTM


Lenin: 1899: The Development of Capitalism in Russia
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1899/devel/


What is to be done? (1902)
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Fr. Georgy Gapon,
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgy_Gapon


1905’s “Bloody Sunday”
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https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2015/01/13/marking-110-years-since-russias-bloody-sunday-a42823
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Russian Revolution of 1905

https://youtu.be/Lf_zKGLKkp4?si=S12Mtv1J3W1W-wck
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Last of the Czars - 1



The “Great War” starts
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World War 1: A tangle of alliances
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https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1556503813191510&set=a.102703128571593


St. Petersburg renamed Petrograd (18-Aug-1914)
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/1378204367/


Hemophilia in Europe’s royal families

Karelian-3 16



Alexei, Alexandra, and Rasputin
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Czar Nicholas takes command of military (23-Aug-1915)
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Lenin arrives in Petrograd (03-Apr-1917)
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https://www.marxists.org/history/ussr/events/civilwar/history-civil-war/vol1/ch03-2.htm


February Revolution (23-Feb to 16-Mar-1917)
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Czar deposed (02-Mar-1917)
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Three provisional governments (March, September, October 1917)

Karelian-3 22



Declaration of the Rights of the Peoples of Russia (15-Nov-1917)
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Finnish Independence 
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How the Finnish-American press reacted
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Most references to Russia brought up this insurance 
company classified ad.



The complicated view

Karelian-3 26



Swedish-speaking Finns anti-Red
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Establishing the Finnish Constitution
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Ten Days That Shook the World, John Reed
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https://www.marxists.org/ebooks/reed/ten-days-that-shook-the-world-reed.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/ebooks/reed/ten-days-that-shook-the-world-reed.pdf


Reds
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October - Ten Days That Shook The World (1928)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_sr028Hv9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_sr028Hv9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_sr028Hv9g
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Tsar to Lenin

https://video-alexanderstreet-com.lib.assumption.edu/watch/tsar-to-lenin-1917-centenary-edition


The establishment of the Soviet Union
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Treaty on the Creation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (1922)

Karelian-3 34

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_on_the_Creation_of_the_Union_of_Soviet_Socialist_Republics


Russia adopted Gregorian Calendar in 1918
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Romanovs executed 17-Jul-1918
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Finnish Civil War - 
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Punakaartin marssi (Red Guard march)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEvM6jDc6FU
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"Vapaussoturin Valloituslaulu" - Finnish Civil War Song 

https://youtu.be/a4cmxBNFv20?si=QPjm_dJ0c_NHEfiB
https://youtu.be/a4cmxBNFv20?si=QPjm_dJ0c_NHEfiB
https://youtu.be/a4cmxBNFv20?si=QPjm_dJ0c_NHEfiB


Was the level of violence unavoidable?
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After leading the Revolution, Trotsky was ousted and later 
exiled by Stalin. What would have happened if Trotsky had 

prevailed?
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Response of American Socialists
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https://archive.org/details/bolshevikrevolut0000unse/page/55/mode/1up?q=thank+god


Finnish Socialists
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Next week (U.S. reaction to radical immigrants)
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